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First Ministers of Canada: 


We, the Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women, are pleased to 
present our second report on progress towards equality for women in education 
and training. This report covers initiatives undertaken since we last reported in 
November 1987 to the end of December 1988. Like our 1987 report, it is based 
on measures outlined in Towards a Labour Force Strategy: A Framework for 
Training for Women. 

Our experience with the Framework for Training for Women reinforces 
our belief in the need for intergovernmental co-operation and co-ordination to 
address the complex issues related to economic equality for women. In both our 
independent work and in our co-operative efforts, we have made steady 
progress in overcoming the barriers to women’s full participation in the labour 
force. 

Over the last year, we have undertaken, in collaboration with Ministers 
Responsible for Labour Market Matters, an assessment of the progress we 
have made since 1985 toward equality in education and training for women, a 
necessary first step to achieve full economic equality. This Assessment is being 
submitted to First Ministers this year under separate cover. 

Both the Progress Reports and the Assessment underline the importance 
of reaffirming and broadening our commitment to improve the educational and 
training opportunities at all levels for girls and women. In view of your 
commitment to economic equality for women, we will continue to keep you 
apprised of our efforts. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Federal, Provincial and Territorial Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women 


November 1989 
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INTRODUCTION 


Recent years have brought dramatic changes in Canada’s labour force, and 
predictions are that this trend will accelerate as we move into the 1990s. 

One of the greatest changes has been increased participation by women: 56 
percent of Canadian women are in the labour force today, compared with 44 
percent in 1975. Women are also beginning to make their presence felt in a 
wider range of occupations. While most female workers remain concentrated in 
three job categories (clerical, sales and service), increasing numbers are 
becoming successful entrepreneurs while others are moving into the professions 
and non-traditional occupations. 

Canada needs the talent that women bring to the labour market. It is 
estimated that the number of jobs in Canada will increase by 1.5 percent a year 
over the next decade. As there will be fewer young people entering the labour 
market, employers will be required to tap new sources of workers. Many 
economists predict that higher participation by women in all segments of the 
labour market will be needed to fill this gap and help ensure Canada’s 
economic survival. 

The very nature of work is also expected to change in the 1990s. To remain 
competitive in the world market, Canada will have an increasing need for 
workers with scientific and technical skills. Technological change in the next 
decade will see new occupations created and others disappear. In the 1990s, 
changing careers will be common and job retraining essential. 

First Ministers began to address these challenges in 1985 by endorsing A 
Framework for Economic Equality for Canadian Women, which outlined a 
number of initiatives designed to lead to equality for women in the labour 
force. It laid the groundwork for federal-provincial-territorial co-operation for 
progress on women’s equality while respecting each jurisdiction’s need to act in 
accordance with its own priorities, resources and unique circumstances. 
Responsibility for further development and implementation of initiatives 
identified in the Framework was assigned to federal, provincial and territorial 
Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women. 

In 1986, the Status of Women Ministers tabled a document entitled 
Towards a Labour Force Strategy: A Framework for Training for Women at 
the First Ministers’ Conference, and in 1987 they presented their first report 
on progress made in implementing initiatives identified in the Framework for 
Training. 


In 1987, Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women also began work 
on other initiatives, producing an overview of issues related to the integration 
of work and family responsibilities. A report describing the comprehensive 
strategies identified by each jurisdiction to facilitate the integration of work 
and family responsibilities has also been prepared for the 1989 First Ministers’ 
Conference. 

Taken together, the work covered in these documents represents tangible 
progress towards economic equality for women. All jurisdictions have pledged 
to continue their efforts to ensure this goal is met. 


Note: Copies of the documents mentioned above are available from: 
Status of Women Canada 
Communications Directorate 
10th floor 
151 Sparks Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIA 1C3 


Telephone (613) 995-7835 


PROGRESS REPORT 
SUBMITTED BY 


THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 


December 1988 
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The Government of Canada has 
joined with the provinces and territo- 
ries in a commitment to equality for 
women in education and training. 
Within federal jurisdictions, responsi- 
bility for implementing this commit- 
ment lies with Employment and 
Immigration Canada (EIC), which 
has the mandate to train or retrain 
adults who are in the labour force or 
are trying to enter the labour force. 

This report covers progress made 
since November 1987. In the coming 
year, the federal government will 
continue its efforts to implement the 
measures outlined in Towards a 
Labour Force Strategy: A Frame- 
work for Training for Women. 


I. Highlights 


On October 1, 1987, the option 
for the Severely Employment Disad- 
vantaged (SED) was transferred from 
Job Development to the Job Entry 
Program of the Canadian Jobs 
Strategy (CJS). 

On July 1, 1988, the “three years 
out of the labour force” rule under 
the Re-entry option of CJS was elimi- 
nated. The eligibility criteria are now 
specifically geared to women who are 
experiencing difficulty making the 
transition into the labour market. 

The transfer of SED and the 
elimination of the “three-year rule” 
under the Re-entry option will provide 
more flexibility to women who face a 
double disadvantage — such as immi- 
grant women and native women — 
and provide them with access to 
individualized training under a bridg- 
ing model. 


Collaborative bridging projects 
have been funded under the Innova- 
tions Program. An example is the 
Self-Help, Arts, Recreation and 
Employment Society (SHARE) 
project, which is sponsoring a series of 
programs to help social assistance 
recipients make the necessary adjust- 
ments, through self-motivation, to ~ 
enter the labour force. Another exam- 
ple is a project sponsored by the 
Ontario Social Development Council, 
which is testing three methods of 
helping employment-disadvantaged 
women become entrepreneurs. 

As a direct encouragement for 
women to pursue studies and careers 
in science and engineering, the federal 
government established the Canada 
Scholarship Program. At least half 
the 2,500 scholarships awarded each 
year are earmarked for women pursu- 
ing undergraduate studies in the natu- 
ral sciences, engineering and related 
disciplines. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 

The Government of Canada con- 
tinues to encourage women to explore 
the whole range of occupations avail- 
able in the labour market and to keep 
their options open by including math- 
ematics, science and technical sub- 
jects in their educational and retrain- 
ing courses. At the same time, 
employers are being urged to inte- 
grate women into all levels of all 
occupations. 


EIC produces brochures, posters 
and audio-visual material to support 
the concept of occupational integra- 
tion. In the Canada Employment 
Centres, group information sessions 
are given both to women workers who 
want to expand their career options 
and to employers who want to inte- 
grate more women into their opera- 
tions. Employers are encouraged to 
use CJS programs such as Skill 
Shortages to bring women in and 
train them in areas where they were 
previously underrepresented. 

A number of demonstration 
projects have been funded under the 
Innovations Program to experiment 
with ways of marketing and imple- 
menting the integration of women. 
Some of these projects have already 
produced ideas and promotional 
material that will be used by a much 
wider audience than the project itself. 

In October 1988, EIC negotiated 
a contract with the Kootenay Council 
of Women in Trades to complete a 
survey of women in trades and tech- 
nology orientation courses, to permit 
assessment of the long-term effects of 
these courses on participants’ work 
experiences and incomes. The report 
will be available in the near future. 


b) Language Courses 


The Settlement Language Train- 
ing Program, which EIC initiated as a 


‘demonstration project in 1986, got a 


very positive evaluation and, as a 
consequence, received $1 million in 
1987. A further $2.5 million was 
approved to continue the Program in 
1988-89. 
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Language training may also be 
integrated into the training plans of 
participants under CJS programs. In 
1987-88, $66.5 million was spent on 
immigrant language training under 


the direct purchase option of the CJS. 


Of this amount, $33 million was used 
to purchase language training and to 
provide training allowances for 
women. 

In addition, $4.3 million has been 
provided to establish pilot projects 
across the country under the CJS. 
These projects are designed specifi- 
cally for immigrant women who need 
both language and skills training to 
compete in the labour market. 

Finally, a $25 million initiative 
was announced in October 1988, 
aimed at helping immigrant women 
adapt to Canadian life (including 
language training and orientation 
services) and at enhancing their 
employment opportunities. 


c) Marketing 

EIC is renewing its emphasis on 
communicating with local groups and 
organizations representing women 
and the other designated groups, with 
the objective of co-operatively defin- 
ing the employment and training 
needs of women in the community in 
the context of the local labour mar- 
ket. 

Organizations as well as employ- 
ers will be encouraged to sponsor 
training that meets these defined 
needs, using the appropriate compo- 
nents of the CJS. More emphasis will 
be placed on local planning, using the 
Local Advisory Councils and Com- 
munity Futures Committees, on liai- 
son with community organizations 
and on marketing to employers the 
CJS programs that will assist the 
integration of women in all occupa- 
tions at all levels. 


d) Courses in Remote and 
Northern Communities 
There are more than 450 Canada 

Employment Centres across Canada. 

In addition, almost 280 Outreach 

Projects extend employment services 

to designated groups such as youth, 

older workers and isolated popula- 
tions not easily served by a Centre. 
The Centres provide access to 
training courses, either by subsidizing 
the cost of travel and accommodation 
for those who must go to another 
community to receive appropriate 
training, or by bringing training to 
the trainee by sponsoring an employer 
or an organization to provide training 
and work experience in occupations 
that are in demand in the community. 
In this connection, the Innova- 
tions Program is funding a Computer- 

Assisted Learning Project sponsored 

by the Northwest Territories Native 

Women’s Association to provide aca- 

demic upgrading in a computer-based 

learning system in conjunction with 
life skills and pre-employment skill 
training at Yellowknife and Inuvik. 

Innovations is also funding the 

Western Canada Inter-jurisdictional 

Distance Education Project sponsored 

by Athabasca University. This project 

is testing a collaborative process for 
distance education program design. 


e) Bridging Programs 

Bridging programs bring women 
back into the labour market with 
realistic career goals and a knowledge 
of how to pursue those goals. This has 
been well demonstrated by the many 
bridging and orientation courses spon- 
sored under the CJS. Projects that 
introduce women to the labour mar- 
ket or that provide orientation to 
trades and technology continue to be 
funded under Job Re-entry and 
through direct purchase of training. 
More emphasis will be placed on 
encouraging local organizations to 
develop projects that meet the needs 
of their communities. 


With this in mind, the Innova- 
tions Program has also assisted in the 
funding of, for example, a project 
called Non-traditional Occupations: 
A Practical Approach. Sponsored by 
Confederation College of Applied 
Arts and Technology, it represents a 
unique approach to increasing the 
awareness of high school women to 
non-traditional occupations by provid- 
ing them with practical summer work 
experience in these occupations. 

The Innovations Program has 
also helped fund the INTO Program 
sponsored by the city of Toronto’s 
Equal Opportunity Division. INTO’s 
modular approach tests the extent to 
which women employed by the city 
have successfully pursued non-tradi- 
tional occupations. 

An interesting and successful 
initiative under the Innovations Pro- 
gram was the Women Inventors 
project which developed, tested and 
evaluated prototype workshop 
materials to be used by various organ- 
izations to actively promote to women 
the idea that invention could be an 
appropriate career option. This - 
project has received international 
recognition, including a gold medal 
from the United Nations World Intel- 
lectual Property Organization. 


Labour Force Strategy for Women 
Inventory of Federal Policies and Programs 


Current Policy/ Date Introduced / 


Recommendations 


Providing counselling as part 
of any training program. 


Implementing initiatives to 
increase the number of women 
in apprenticeship programs. 


Program 


The training provided under 
the Canadian Jobs Strategy 
(CJS) is provided by project 
co-ordinators and sponsors, 
employers, public and private 
training institutions, or by a 
combination of these. When 
the program lends itself to the 
provision of counselling and 
the participants require it, this 
becomes one of the elements of 
the training. Counselling will 
often occur in a Canada 
Employment Centre prior to 
participation in CJS training 
or a work experience opportu- 
nity when appropriate. 


Employment and Immigration 
Canada, (EIC) works closely 
with the provinces in develop- 
ing measures designed to 
increase access by women to 
apprenticeship programs. 


Bilateral studies on apprentice- 
ship, which included reviewing 
women’s participation rates, 
were finalized over the summer 
of 1987 and a summary of the 
findings were tabled at the 
November 1987 conference of 
Ministers Responsible for 
Labour Market Matters. All 
studies found women’s partici- 
pation rates to be unacceptably 
low. 


As an outcome of the review, 
the provinces agreed to 
introduce special measures to 
increase participation by 
women and members of other 
designated groups. 


By the end of 1988-89, the 
provinces are expected to have 
developed equity plans which 
establish realistic equity tar- 
gets for the designated groups. 


Objectives 


Improve equal opportunities for 
apprenticeship training. 


Increase participation for mem- 
bers of designated groups in 
apprenticed occupations. 


1987/88 


Revised 
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Recommendations 


Increasing the number of 
women in training programs 
for non-traditional jobs 
through an aggressive market- 
ing and information campaign 
aimed at new candidates. 


Ensuring language courses are 
standard components of train- 
ing programs for immigrant 
women and native women. 


Providing, where necessary, 
pre-training or bridging pro- 
grams, particularly in areas of 
literacy, numeracy and pre- 
employment skills, so women 
have access to regular training 
programs. 


Current Policy/ 
Program 


The following additional meas- 
ures have been introduced: 


The CJS proposals must be 
accompanied by a human 
resources plan that specifically 
encourages an increase in 
female participants. 


Elimination of the requirement 
under the Re-entry option for 
women to have been out of the 
labour force for three years, 
resulting in eligibility criteria 
specifically geared to women 
who are experiencing difficulty 
making the transition into the 
labour market. 


Language training for immi- 
grant women destined for the 
labour market is available 
under the Direct Purchase 
Option of Job Entry. In addi- 
tion, language training may be 
integrated into the training 
plan under the Severely 
Employment Disabled (SED) 
and the Re-entry options. The 
elimination of the three-year 
rule under Re-entry and the 
transfer of the option from Job 
Development to Job Entry 
removes several barriers to lan- 
guage training facing immi- 
grant women. 


Job Entry represents a highly 
effective bridging mechanism 
designed to assist the transition 
from school or home to the 
labour market through a com- 
bination of basic job skills 
training and on-the-job experi- 
ence. 


Job Entry’s Re-entry option is 
oriented specifically to women 
who are having difficulty mak- 
ing the transition to the labour 
market. 


Objectives 


Prepare clients for equitable 


participation in the work force. 


Date Introduced / 
Revised 


Recommendations 


Increasing the representation 
of women in senior manage- 
ment and decision-making 
positions. 


Current Policy/ 
Program 


The Public Service Commis- 
sion of Canada (PSC) has 
taken a number of concrete 
steps to increase the represen- 
tation of women in senior man- 
agement positions involving 
high levels of decision making. 
Accordingly, the participation 
of women in the combined 
executive (EX) and senior 
management (SM) categories 
has increased from 8.9 percent 
in 1984 to 12.6 percent at the 
end of March 1988. Efforts in 
this direction are continuing, 
and increases in the participa- 
tion rate are forecast for each 
of the next five years. 


Date Introduced / 
Objectives Revised 


Bring about a more equitable Ongoing 
participation for women in the 

functioning of the Canadian 

economy. 


PROGRESS REPORT 
SUBMITTED BY 


NEWFOUNDLAND 
December 1988 


I. Highlights 


Newfoundland has implemented 
or approved for future action a num- 
ber of initiatives relevant to the 
Towards a Labour Force Strategy: A 
Framework for Training for Women. 

Progress to date includes: 
—implementation of a departmental 

policy on sex bias, set out in Gen- 
der- Bias- Free Communications 
Policy and Guidelines; 

—development of a data base on 
career information, which will be 
made available through a hotline 
service; 

—completion, with the assistance of 
Employment and Immigration 
Canada (EIC), of a Job Futures 
handbook; 

—introduction of a pilot project 
called Occupational Integration for 
Women, which subsidizes half the 
wages of women hired to work in 
non-traditional occupations; 

—publication of a brochure on 
women in non-traditional training 
courses, as a result of a study con- 
ducted by the Women’s Policy 
Office; and 

—designation of funds from the 
Industrial Training Division to be 
directed towards encouraging 
women to enter apprenticeable 
trades. 

Planned for future action are: 
—a review of admission criteria at 

post-secondary institutions where 
the participation of women is low, 
to determine whether these criteria 
present a barrier to entrance; and 

—production of a brochure to pro- 
mote the entrance of women to 
training programs in trades and 
technology. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 

Recent updates have ensured that 
brochures on apprenticeship convey a 
sex-neutral message. This task has 
been materially assisted by the 
development of a departmental policy 
on sex bias. The policy is set out in 
Gender- Bias- Free Communications 
Policy and Guidelines, circulated 
internally in November 1987. 

Advisory Committees on 
Women’s Issues have been established 
at several of the provincial institutes 
and community colleges. Members of 
the Committees report to the boards 
of directors and represent students, 
staff, faculty and women’s community 
groups. It is hoped that the existence 
of these Advisory Committees will 
raise the profile of women’s issues on 
the campuses of post-secondary edu- 
cational institutions. 

An awareness seminar on 
women’s issues in education and 
training was held for the staff of all 
post-secondary institutions, for the 
members of the various Advisory 
Committees on Women’s Issues, and 
for representatives from Career 
Development and Advanced Studies 
(CDAS) on November 2, 1988. 

As a result of this awareness 
seminar, a regional-level consultation 
mechanism has been established with 
the institutes and community colleges 
on women’s training. 


b) Educational and Training 
Programs 


The Division of Career Support 
Services of CDAS is mandated to 
address the need for new and 
expanded counselling services result- 
ing from reorganization of the post- 
secondary education system. These 
services will take into account the 
special needs of women. As yet, the 
division does not have a full comple- 
ment of staff in place, so it cannot 
fully perform its assigned functions. 

Nevertheless, some progress has 
been made. A toll-free Career Infor- 
mation Hotline service was officially 
launched in October 1988. The Hot- 
line received 268 calls in the month of 
December 1988, of which 141 or 52.6 
percent came from women. An infor- 
mation manager is developing a data 
base on career information, which will 
be available through the hotline ser- 
vice. 

With the assistance of EIC, 
CDAS has completed a Job Futures 
handbook. The handbook gives an 
employment forecast for various occu- 
pations, based on the placement rate 
of graduates from post-secondary 
institutions. It will be distributed to 
schools, counsellors and other inter- 
ested persons. 

Advisory committees established 
to deal with the restructuring of the 
community college system have been 
superseded by boards of governors at 
each community college. Women are 
represented equally with men on these 
boards, as required by the govern- 
ment’s Employment Equity Policy for 
Women in the Public Service. 
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c) Access to Training 

The Career Development Awards 
Program is active. Eight hundred and 
thirty-three awards had been granted 
as of December 31, 1988 for a total 
value of $2,055,379. Although aca- 
demic merit is the principle criterion 
for individual awards, the ratio of 
female-to-male recipients is approxi- 
mately 1:2. If engineering awards are 
factored out, the ratio moves to 
approximately 1:1. This points to the 
continuing difficulty of attracting 
women into non-traditional training 
programs and hence non-traditional 
employment opportunities. 

A feasibility study advocated 
establishment of a dormitory for sin- 
gle parents and a day-care centre at 
the Labrador Community College. 
The dormitory and day-care centre 
are intended to break down barriers 
to education for people who must 
travel from coastal Labrador to take 
training. The College expects that $1 
million will be available for this pur- 
pose under the Comprehensive Labra- 
dor Agreement to be signed in the 
spring of 1989. Discussions are cur- 
rently under way with officials from 
the Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC) about the 
possibility of creating accommodation 
space in the town of Happy Valley to 
avoid “‘institutionalizing” single par- 
ents. The day-care centre will still be 
developed as a campus facility. 

The Women into Successful 
Employment (WISE) project, spon- 
sored by the Canadian Congress for 
Learning Opportunities for Women 
and the Association for Lifelong 
Learning, is an entry/re-entry career 
exploration and job preparation pro- 
gram. Designed to give women the 
training they need to make realistic 
career choices, it can accommodate 
15 full-time and 10 part-time partici- 
pants. Twelve of the original partici- 
pants left the program on July 31, 
1988. At that time, nine had already 
been accepted for either training or 
employment. 


WISE is understood to have 
funding for two years. Primary fund- 
ing comes from the Innovations 
stream of the EIC’s Canadian Jobs 
Strategy. Through this channel, the 
federal contribution for the first year 
of the project was $364,941. Subsidi- 
ary funding is being contributed by 
the provincial Women’s Policy Office. 
Its $75,000 contribution is for both 
years of the project, and further funds 
may be forthcoming in the next fiscal 
year. The project will be used as a 
model for the development of future 
programs for the community colleges. 

The terms and conditions for two 
pilot programs have recently been 
approved. One, Occupational Integra- 
tion for Women, subsidizes half the 
wages of women hired in non-tradi- 
tional occupations for at least 26 
weeks. The value of the subsidy for 
each client may be up to $8,000 if 
employment lasts for 52 weeks. Fund- 
ing of $500,000 has been allocated to 
this project, which is expected to 
cover the costs for 65 women. 

The other pilot program is the 
Graduate Employment Program, an 
equal opportunity program which 
subsidizes the wages of post-second- 
ary school graduates who have had 
difficulty entering the labour market. 
The ceiling on subsidies in this pro- 
gram is also $8,000 per client per 
year. But, in contrast to the Occupa- 
tional Integration for Women Pro- 
gram, clients in this program must be 
employed for 52 weeks for employers 
to avail themselves of the subsidy. A 
budget of $1 million has been pro- 
vided for this project. It is estimated 
that this will cover the costs for 125 
placements. 


The strategic planning procedures 
within CDAS have been modified to 
include an assessment of the impact 
of new initiatives on women. These 
procedures include external consulta- 
tion with women’s groups. In addi- 
tion, managers proposing new pro- 
grams must now assess the cost, 
benefits and other implications of 
their proposals. Analysis of the 
impact on women is a required part of 
each proposal and is important in 
determining whether a project is 
approved. 


III. Data Collection and 
Eyaluation 


a) Student Information 

System 

After consultations between 
CDAS’s Planning and Research Divi- 
sion and the Women’s Policy Office, a 
revised Student Information System 
is now in place. Data have been col- 
lected and entered and are ready for 
analysis. 


b) Graduate Outcomes Surveys 
Graduate Outcomes Surveys, 
which were also revised after internal 
consultations, have been completed 

for 1986 graduates. These surveys 
contain data on graduates of 
Memorial University, community 
college and institutes of technology. 


c) Regular Reviews 


CDAS is committed to using 
research and evaluated data to iden- 
tify the status of women in training 
programs. All ongoing program 
evaluations include significant anal- 
ysis of gender issues. 


d) Non-traditional Training 

The results of a study of women 
enrolled in non-traditional training 
courses, conducted by the Women’s 
Policy Office, made an important 
contribution to planning for the Occu- 
pational Integration for Women Pro- 
gram. In addition, a brochure on 
expanding career choices for women 
has been produced and is now avail- 
able to the public. 


IV. Future Plans 


The reorganization of the post- 
secondary education system in New- 
foundland has removed curriculum 
development from the mandate of 
CDAS. However, the Department 
will continue toencourage the 
development of training programs and 
materials that reflect the cultural 
background and economic circum- 
stances of women, through their par- 
ticipation in the consultation mech- 
anism described above. In addition, 
CDAS and the Women’s Policy 
Office have representatives on an 
interprovincial working committee to 
review counselling materials and 
recommend guidelines for counselling. 
This group has recently produced a 
Report of the Collaborative Action 
Working Group on Counselling. 

Women’s Advocate Pilot Projects 
will be funded in the future at two 
post-secondary institutions, but not 
this year as funds were not available. 
The goal of these projects will be to 
explore new mechanisms for improv- 
ing women’s access to the full range 
of education and training available in 
the institutions and to create a learn- 
ing environment that is supportive of 
women. 

Admission criteria at post- 
secondary institutions will be 
reviewed for programs where the 
participation of women is low, to 
determine whether the criteria present 
a barrier to women’s entrance. This 
research project has been approved by 
the CDAS executive and will com- 
mence shortly. 

A brochure will be produced to 
promote the entry of women into 
training programs in trades and tech- 
nology. The design phase is now com- 
plete. In addition, a video on women 
in trades and technology has been 
procured and will be distributed 
through regional offices of CDAS. 


A program will be developed to 
increase the number of women in 
trades and technology. A co-ordinator 
will work with groups of participants, 
offering counselling, support services 
and assistance with placement in on- 
the-job training. The Occupational 
Integration for Women Program (see 
section II.c. above) should increase 
the number of women in trades and 
technology, because employment for 
women in trades and technology falls 
into the non-traditional category. 
Employers will also be encouraged to 
hire women for non-traditional jobs 
through the Provincial Private Sector 
Employment Program. In addition, 
the career information hotline (see 
section II.b. above) will provide coun- 
selling and support services in a man- 
ner sensitive to sexual issues. 
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PROGRESS REPORT 
SUBMITTED BY 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


December 1988 


Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


Prince Edward Island recognizes 
that education is an essential compo- 
nent of a labour force strategy aimed 
at equality for women. 


a) Educational Philosophy and 
Goals 


To this end, the Minister of Edu- 
cation had prepared a five-year plan 
to meet the critical educational needs 
of young people. The plan identified 
four priority areas: special education, 
guidance services, school library ser- 
vices and programs for the gifted 
child. As part of the Department of 
Education’s Plan of Action, the Min- 
ister has established a committee to 
undertake a revision of the statement 
of philosophy and goals for the prov- 
ince’s elementary and secondary 
school system. 

Given the many changes in 
society since the philosophy of educa- 
tion was written in 1970, this review 
is intended to reflect both the current 
status of our educational system and 
the need to prepare students for the 
future. 

The committee is seeking public 
input. Hearings will be held early in 
1989 and written submissions 
accepted up to January 31, 1989. A 
final report with a recommended 
philosophy and goal statement is to be 
submitted to the Minister by July 31, 
1989. 


b) Vocational Training 


The Departments of Education 
and Industry studied the vocational 
educational system on Prince Edward 
Island. The report, entitled Voca- 
tional Education on Prince Edward 
Island: Some New Directions, was 
released to the public on December 5, 
1988, by the Minister of Education. 

It identified a number of barriers 
to training. Among those of special 
relevance to women are inadequate or 
costly child care; institutional prac- 
tices which are insensitive to the 
needs of part-time students or which 
include regulations designed for 
young, full-time, day students; and 
financial support structures which 
tend to be geared to the needs of 
young, unattached individuals. The 
report also stated that women were 
still greatly underrepresented in tradi- 
tional trades and apprenticeship pro- 
grams. 

The Minister has requested reac- 
tion from the public to the report by 
January 31, 1989, before implement- 
ing recommendations of the study to 
improve the vocational education 
system. 


c) Apprenticeship 

The Department of Industry is 
developing a strategy to increase the 
number of women in apprenticeship. 
In addition, the Federal-Provincial 
Training Committee met with repre- 
sentatives of the Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women, the Canadian 
Congress for Learning Opportunities 
for Women and the Women’s Divi- 
sion of the Department of Labour to 
receive briefs on training for women. 
Their proposals are currently under 
review. 
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PROGRESS REPORT 
SUBMITTED BY 


NOVA SCOTIA 
December 1988 


This report presents a summary 
of the initiatives undertaken in Nova 
Scotia during 1987-88 in support of 
the Towards a Labour Force 
Strategy: A Framework for Training 
for Women. These policies and initia- 
tives clearly illustrate Nova Scotia’s 
belief that addressing education and 
training is a necessary prerequisite to 
economic equality for women. Despite 
limits on resources, Nova Scotia has 
implemented a number of measures 
aimed at providing women with the 
skills they need to achieve equality. 


I. Highlights 


Pay equity legislation was intro- 
duced by the Minister of Labour on 
March 31, 1988, and received Royal 
Assent on May 25, 1988. The process 
of implementing pay equity for civil 
service employees, highway workers 
and non-civil-service employees of the 
Victoria General Hospital and the 
Nova Scotia Hospital began on Sep- 
tember 1, 1988. Crown corporations, 
school boards and other hospitals are 
to begin the process by September 1, 
1989. Legislation to cover employees 
of universities, municipalities and the 
private sector will be introduced dur- 
ing the 1992 session of the House of 
Assembly. 

The Minister of Education has 
asked all school boards to implement 
affirmative action plans to increase 
the number of women in administra- 
tive positions. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 

A series of seven publications 
entitled Careers for Women—skilled 
trades; health services; community 
services and education; services; natu- 
ral sciences; business, finance, and 
office; and science and technology— 
has been published. 

All school districts, high schools 
and junior high schools in the prov- 
ince will have copies for use by stu- 
dents and guidance counsellors and as 
resources for classroom teachers to 
incorporate in their subject areas. 

The government will provide 
information to promote careers in 
science and technology for women 
and will adjust teaching programs so 
young people can make better- 
informed career choices. 


b) Educational and Training 
Programs 


Training is being undertaken in 
the fields of career counselling-educa- 
tion. A five-day, summer mini-course 
focussing on career counselling for 
girls was held in August 1988, and 
was attended by educators represent- 
ing 16 school boards. 

Advanced Education and Job 
Training, through the Career 
Resource Centre of the Youth Initia- 
tives Office, has established a Women 
and Employment section within the 
Centre, which provides resource 
materials on career planning. 

There will be new Community 
Education and Training Officers at 
each community college as well as 
Vocational Assessment Centres to 
help identify interests, skills and 
opportunities for students. 


The Youth Initiatives Office 
offers career counselling to girls and 
young women in the 15-to-25 age 
group. The Department of Advanced 
Education and Job Training also 
offers a mobile career-counselling 
service, available to young women in 
rural areas. 

A special program will be estab- 
lished for training guidance counsel- 
lors at Nova Scotia Teachers’ Col- 
lege; incumbent counsellors will have 
five years to get their qualifications. 


III. Data Collection and 
Evaluation 


The enrolment in all high school 
courses is broken down into male- 
female participation rates, and data 
on participation of females in science- 
technology-other courses are com- 
pared yearly by the Department of 
Education. 


IV. Future Plans 


Further training for guidance 
counsellors in career education and 
counselling, including the counselling 
of young women, is being planned. 

School districts are being 
encouraged to plan career-related 
activities throughout the year, includ- 
ing activities designed to encourage 
young women not to limit themselves 
to traditional occupational or career 


‘choices. 


As curriculum guides come up for 
review or revision, sections on career 
education are being included. The 
encouragement of young women to 
continue in such areas as sciences, 
technology and mathematics will be 
specifically mentioned. 


In-service training for teachers, 
presented by the Curriculum Division, 
usually includes segments on career 
education. Particular emphasis is 
given to this in the in-service training 
on sciences, mathematics, personal 
development and relationships, creat- 
ing a career and school counselling. 
Support and encouragement for 
young women to consider wide-rang- 
ing career possibilities is given. 

The Department of Advanced 
Education and Job Training is estab- 
lishing four day-care centres in its 
training institutions across the prov- 
ince. 


PROGRESS REPORT 
SUBMITTED BY 


NEW BRUNSWICK 
December 1988 


At the November 1986 Annual 
Conference of First Ministers, 
Towards a Labour Force Strategy: A 
Framework for Training for Women 
was endorsed by all jurisdictions, 
including New Brunswick. 

In addition, New Brunswick 
tabled Toward Equality: Training 
and Employment: A Plan of Action 
for New Brunswick Women, which 
included plans of action from the 
Departments of Advanced Education 
and Training, Commerce and Tech- 
nology, and Labour. 

A year later, at the November 
1987 Annual Conference of First 
Ministers, each province and territory 
submitted a progress report on the 
program set out in Towards A Labour 
Force Strategy. 

Besides the progress reports from 
the Departments of Advanced Educa- 
tion and Training, Commerce, and 
Technology and Labour, New Bruns- 
wick tabled Educational Opportuni- 
ties for Girls and Boys: A Commit- 
ment to Sex Equality, 1987, a 
document prepared by the Depart- 
ment of Education. 

At their November 1987 Annual 
Conference, First Ministers asked for 
a second progress report at their next 
Conference. 

The plans of action prepared by 
the Departments of Advanced Educa- 
tion and Training, Commerce and 
Technology, and Labour have been 
reviewed and progress reported for a 
second year. This is the first year the 
plan of the Department of Education 
has been included. For this reason, 
highlights of the Department of Edu- 
cation are noted. 


Other initiatives have also been 
undertaken to improve the employ- 
ment and training opportunities of 
women, Pay equity will be imple- 
mented for provincial employees cov- 
ered by Part I of the Public Service 
Act. Legislation is currently being 
drafted. 


I. Highlights 


Department of Education: 

—The Minister distributed the Edu- 
cational Opportunities document to 
all schools in the province. 

—The Minister announced the 
appointment of a three-member 
Senior Advisory Group on 
Women’s Issues in Education. It 
will be responsible for all aspects of 
women’s issues in education and 
will report to the Minister on a 
regular basis. 

—The first curriculum support docu- 
ment specifically designed for 
female students was developed and 
distributed by the Department in 
the winter. Called J Can Be Any- 
thing, it is being used in the Career 


Guidance course in grades 7, 8 and 9. 


—The first science seminar for 
female high school students was 
held in Fredericton in the spring. 
The seminar featured visits to 
forestry industries and engineering 
companies in addition to lectures 
and seminars by noted female 
scientists. More than 100 students 
and teachers participated. 

—The Minister’s Advisory Commit- 
tees on Women’s Issues in Educa- 
tion held several meetings. They 
reviewed the sex educational oppor- 
tunities document with a view to its 
implementation in school districts 
and made suggestions for a 
strengthened women’s presence in 
the education system. 


Leen ee 


II. Equality in Education and Training: A Framework for Action 


Objective 
a) Changing Attitudes 


Action 


Department of Advanced Education and Training 


To increase representation of 
women on boards and commit- 
tees. 


To provide students with posi- 
tive female role models. 


Undertake a study of the composi- 
tion of the Department’s boards and 
advisory committees and, specifi- 
cally, include women in the Indus- 
trial Training and Certification 
Board. 


By means of the three-year Affir- 
mative Action Plan, appoint more 
women to administrative and teach- 
ing positions where they are now 
underrepresented. 


Department of Commerce and Technology 


To assure representation of 
women on boards and commis- 
sions. 


Department of Education 


To increase awareness in pub- 
lic schools. 


To increase female students’ 
knowledge of non-traditional 
careers. 


Department of Labour 


To assure the representation of 
women on the Department’s 
boards, commissions and com- 
mittees, and to achieve 
representation for women pro- 
portionate to their share of the 
labour force. 


Undertake a study of women’s 
representation on boards and com- 
missions relating to the Department 
and promote the appointment of 
women. 


Disseminate appropriate materials, 
increase visibility of women’s issues. 


Provide suitable curriculum 
materials; create opportunities for 
female students to learn about non- 
traditional careers. 


Undertake a study of women’s 
representation on boards, commis- 
sions and committees and appoint 
qualified women to them until pro- 
portionate representation is 
achieved. 


Time 
Frame 


1987 


1987-90 


1989 


Ongoing 


Ongoing 


199] 


Progress to Date 


Following a complete restructuring of the 
Department’s consultative mechanisms, there 
are now three women on the Apprenticeship 
and Certification Board and four women on 
the Sectoral Human Resource Councils, and 
the names of approximately 60 women have 
been proposed as members of various program 
advisory committees. This should ensure an 
increased and adequate representation of 
women on boards and committees. 


The Department has now appointed 16 women 
in the Education Officer I to II classification, 
including one dean and four department heads. 


Ongoing. Review of composition of following 
boards completed: 


N.B. Industrial Development Board — Nine 
members (including one woman); 


N.B. Industrial Development Appeal Board — 
Seven members (including one woman); 


N.B. Trade Development Board — Currently 
10 members (the first woman was appointed to 
the Board in the fall of 1987). 


Educational opportunities document sent to 
schools; women’s issues featured in media 
reports; departmental newsletter used for 
appropriate news items. 


Curriculum document J Can Be Anything 
published in 1988 for junior high school Career 
Guidance Program; females encouraged to 
participate in science fairs, and co-educational 
technology introduced in 1986 in Francophone 
schools and in 1987 in Anglophone schools. 


The Department’s analysis of its boards, 
commissions and committees indicates that 16 
percent of sitting members are women. 


Objective 


Time 


Action Frame 


Establish an inventory of qualified 
possible appointees to be shared 
with labour and private sector man- 
agement, to enhance proportionate 
representation. 

Ask organizations to submit the Ongoing 
names of qualified women when 

they submit recommendations for 

nominations to boards, commissions 

and committees. 


b) Educational and Training Programs 


i) Counselling 
Department of Education 


To help female students learn 
decision-making skills. 


To sensitize teachers and 
school administrators to the 
changing role of women. 


To eliminate sexism in teach- 
ing materials. 


Department of Labour 


To help high school women 
learn decision-making tech- 
niques. 


To encourage pre-teen and 
teenage girls to consider non- 
traditional occupations. 


Provide opportunities in the cur- - Ongoing 
riculum and co-curricular activities 
and encourage extracurricular 


efforts. 


Provide in-service training and Ongoing 


appropriate materials. 


Implement guide to detecting sex- 1989 
ism in textbooks and other teaching 
materials. 


Through the TARGET project 1987 
being developed with the New 

Brunswick Women’s Institute, pro- 

vide information to high school 

women on decision-making tech- 

niques with respect to the world of 

work. 


In co-operation with the New 
Brunswick Women’s Network, 
establish a speakers’ bureau of 
resource persons in non-traditional 
occupations to speak to pre-teen 
and teenage girls about their career 
plans. 


Share expertise developed through 
establishment of TARGET and the 
speakers’ bureau and work co-oper- 
atively with the Department of 
Education and the Women’s Direc- 
torate to establish a mentorship 
program for female high school 
students. 


Progress to Date 


At present, the inventory prepared by the 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women is 
used. 


Women account for 26 percent of appoint- 
ments made since May 1987. 


In 1986 Francophone high schools introduced 
a compulsory technology course emphasizing 
thinking skills (Anglophone schools began pilot 
in 1987); compulsory life skills course that 
stresses decision-making skills introduced in 
Francophone and Anglophone high schools in 
1986 and 1987, respectively. 


Video on women as entrepreneurs made avail- 
able to schools; opportunities for teachers to 
learn about women’s issues in seminars and 
workshops provided provincially and locally. 


Francophone guidelines developed and being 
used; Anglophone guidelines being developed 
for implementation in 1989; textbook publish- 
ers using guidelines for core text materials. 


As of August 1987, a total of six workshops 
completed, which was the total commitment; 
after assistance by the Department with the 
development of the program, this activity has 
been assumed by the Women’s Institute. 


This activity assumed by the Women’s Net- 
work after developmental assistance by the 
Department. 


Objective 


Action 


ii) Non-traditional training and apprenticeship 


Department of Commerce and Technology 


To address the entrepreneurial 
training needs of women. 


To seek out appropriate ways 
and means of encouraging 
women entrepreneurs. 


To encourage women to con- 
sider entrepreneurship. 


To increase awareness of pro- 
grams and services. 


Department of Labour 


To guarantee interest-free 
loans to help unemployed 
individuals establish their own 
businesses; one target group for 
this initiative is women. 


iii) Learning environment 


Develop and stage seminars for 1989 
training new women entrepreneurs 


in five centres in the province. 


Establish an Advisory Committee 1989 
on Women’s Issues, composed of 
women within the department. 
Develop a film about successful Nov. 1987 
women entrepreneurs, to be made 
available to schools, colleges, uni- 
versities, chambers of commerce, 
women’s groups. 

Produce a poster from the video to 1988 
encourage entrepreneurship. 
Produce a brochure to accompany Feb. 1988 
video, outlining assistance available 
for establishing a business. 

Produce a brochure describing pro- Jan. 1988 
grams and services available. 


Under the auspices of the New 1988 
Brunswick Entrepreneur Program, 

provide loans to unemployed people 

to establish their own businesses; 

seminars and information on busi- 

ness management will also be pro- 

vided. 


Department of Advanced Education and Training 


To heighten awareness of the 
importance of women’s career 
planning and occupational 
diversification. 


Develop and implement advertising 
campaigns for recruitment pur- 
poses, depicting women in non- 
traditional fields of study to encour- 
age young women to consider all 
career options. 


Ongoing 


Deliver presentations to high school 
students which make young women 
aware of training programs in fields 
where women are under-represented 
and employment opportunities are 
good. 


Ongoing 


Progress to Date 


Seminars held in 1987/88 for women entre- 
preneurs on: time management, supervising in 
a business environment, leadership and asser- 
tiveness training; additional seminars sched- 
uled for fall 1988 on: business negotiating 
skills, communicating in a business environ- 
ment, and developing a participative manage- 
ment style. 


First meeting in October 1988. 


Premiére held June 23, 1988; copies in both 
languages being made for distribution to 
schools, universities, etc. 


Project cancelled (lack of funds). 


Brochure completed June 1988, in both official 
languages; copies to be supplied to schools, 
universities, etc. with video. 


Brochure layout being finalized; time frame 
revised to late September 1988. 


Since the New Brunswick Entrepreneur Pro- 
gram began in January 1988, 45 percent of 
participants female. 


All promotional material (audio-visual and 
written) includes specific images of women in a 
variety of occupations; T.V. commercial aimed 
at young women shown annually. 


Every high school in New Brunswick visited at 
least once by a Community College Career 
Counsellor for recruitment and marketing; 
special emphasis placed on promoting occupa- 
tional diversification among female students. 


a SS CE LY EL I La a TE IT TY a EC SE SPRINT SUI ET TOR 


Objective 


To sensitize teachers, instruc- 
tional staff of institutions and 
employers to the changing role 
of women in the labour force. 


To improve support services for 
students in all colleges. 


Time 
Action Frame 
Provide counselling staff with up- Ongoing 


to-date labour market information 
as well as information regarding the 
impact of technological change on 
traditionally female occupations; all 
counselling will be non-sexist and 
reflective of the changing nature of 
work. 


Prepare special displays or informa- 1987 
tion sessions during career days or 

open houses aimed at career 

exploration and career planning for 

women entering or re-entering the 

labour market. 


Increase exchange of information 
among career counsellors in the 
colleges and among women’s 
employment liaison officers 
(WELOs)in the Canada Employ- 
ment Centres. 


Ongoing 


Organize information sessions 1987 
between staff of institutions and 
senior high schools, stressing the 
need to support and promote 
women’s entry into mathematics, 
sciences and technologies. 
Encourage employers, when dis- Ongoing 
cussing job exposures or job place- 

ments, to hire female students who 

are in non-traditional programs. 


Conduct a survey of the problems 1987 
encountered by female students 

with regard to child care, financial 
assistance, use of support systems, 
discrimination, etc. 


Conduct exit interviews with all 1987 
female students who cancel or with- 
draw from any program; results of 
these interviews will act as guide- 
lines for future. 

Establish support groups for female Ongoing 
students who are single parents or 

mature students as well as for stu- 

dents in non-traditional programs. 


iv) Teaching programs and aids 


Department of Advanced Education and Training 


To eliminate sexism in teach- 
ing materials and teaching 
practices. 


Present at least one professional Ongoing 
development session to all instruc- 

tors, dealing with such topics as sex 
discrimination, sex stereotyping in 

course materials and teaching prac- 


tices. 


Progress to Date 


Department continues to co-chair a federal- 
provincial working group on counselling for 
women; furthermore, all information related to 
the status of women as students forwarded to 
all counsellors in each college. 


Brochures produced in 1987 used regularly 
during career days and open house days. 


Annual meeting, usually November, for 
WELO and Special Advisor — Women’s 
issues. 


Workshop in November 1988, for counsellors 
from the Departments of Education and of 
Advanced Education and Training, with 
emphasis on promoting women’s entry into 
mathematics, science and technology. 


Survey format to be completed by December 
1988. 


Exit interviews offered to all students who 
cancel or withdraw. 


New student services policy stipulates support 
groups must be established where need exists 
for any one or all three kinds; peer tutoring 
program established in Saint John. 


Video dealing with sexism in language pur- 
chased and being shown to staff of colleges and 
central office. 


Objective 


c) Access to Training 


Action 


Department of Advanced Education and Training 


To increase women’s access to 
training. 


To assist women who wish to 
make the transition from work 
in the home to the labour mar- 
ket. 


To improve and monitor the 
Department’s response to the 
training needs of women. 


Department of Education 


To help female teachers pre- 
pare for positions of responsi- 
bility. 


Department of Labour 


To enhance the employability 
of income assistance recipients, 
a large proportion of whom are 
single mothers. 


Explore the use of distance learning 
and new technologies for delivering 
programs, to enable rural women to 
participate. 


Offer special programs, such as 
Career Orientation for Women, 
Demystifying Mathematics and 
Orientation to Trades and Tech- 
nology, ona regular full-time and 
part-time basis. 


Work towards the establishment of 
child care facilities for students at 
each institution. 


Undertake a survey of the training 
needs and service needs of women 
who are not now using our institu- 
tions. 


Evaluate and update career orienta- 
tion programs for women to ensure 
they promote the exploration of 
employment sectors, self-knowl- 
edge, knowledge about the current 
and future job market as well as 
learning of basic skills required by 
the labour market. 


Establish in each college an Advi- 
sory Committee on Women’s Issues, 
composed of staff and students, to 
guide the colleges in their response 
to the needs of women in the col- 
leges and communities and to report 
yearly on actions taken and results 
achieved. 


Initiate training programs. 


Departments of Labour, Advanced 
Education and Training and 
Income Assistance to conclude 
negotiations with the federal gov- 
ernment in the near future and 
implement specific programs for 
social assistance recipients. 


1989 


1987 


Ongoing 


1987 


1987 


1987 


Ongoing 


1988 


Progress to Date 


Proposed plan of action presented to the Senior 
Executive Group in August 1988. 


These and other programs such as Job 
Exploration, Women and Entrepreneurship, 
Women and Business offered. 


Child care facilities exist in Campbellton, 
Bathurst, Dieppe and Saint John; needs study 
now completed for Moncton; child care facility 
is included in renovations plan for Miramichi. 


This survey now part of a larger survey being 
conducted by the Department. 


In progress; to be completed by June 1989. 


Committees now exist in each of the nine 
colleges. 


Teacher bursary program provides funds for 
female teachers to obtain the Principal’s Cer- 
tificate; Women in Leadership Seminar 
attracted 60 delegates in 1988 and the seminar 
will be an annual event. 


Federal-provincial agreement concluded on 
enhancing the employability of Social Assist- 
ance Recipients (SARs); in 1987-88, 60 per- 
cent of SARs hired through the Department of 
Labour’s Jobs in Business Program were 
female. 


Time 
Objective Action Frame 
To identify training and In co-operation with the Depart- 1987-88 
employment needs of immi- ment of Advanced Education and 
grant and visible minority Training, research the particular 
women. needs of immigrant and visible 


minority women with respect to 
training and employment. 


These Departments to co-operate in 
assessing the demand for English as 
a Second Language/French as a 
Second Language training. 


These Departments to carry out an 
assessment of accreditation proce- 
dures and practices to ensure a 
results-oriented approach is utilized 
in the assessment of education and 
training acquired outside Canada. 


Department of Labour to ensure 
that the special training needs of 
immigrant and visible minority 
women are taken into account in 
provincial employment development 
plans and those under federal-pro- 
vincial Canadian Jobs Strategy 
program provisions. 


To encourage the private sector Departments of Labour, Advanced Ongoing 


to hire, train and promote Education and Training, Commerce 
women in non-traditional occu- and Technology and the Women’s 
pations. Directorate, through contacts with 


the private sector, to undertake an 
awareness program with employers 
in the province. 


III. Data Collection and Evaluation 


Department of Advanced Education and Training 


To improve the baseline data Collect data by sex on part-time as 1987 
on enrolments. well as full-time enrolments in all 
our institutions. 


Department of Commerce and Technology 


To develop a statistical data Produce a study of the number of Ongoing 
base, including gender break- women accessing departmental 
down. financial assistance programs. 


Produce a study of the number of Nov. 1987 
women entrepreneurs in the manu- 
facturing and processing sectors. 


Progress to Date 


Department of Labour’s assessment of the size 
of the target group in the province augments 
work already done to identify training oppor- 
tunities available to immigrant women; a 
document, Employment and Employment 
Training for Immigrant Women, prepared by 
Women Working with Immigrant Women in 
New Brunswick. 


Department of Labour has completed assess- 
ment of the provision of second-language 
training vis-a-vis demand. 


When complete, the Department of Advanced 
Education and Training’s project to standard- 
ize credits given for training purposes by both 
public and private sectors for formal and 
experiential learning could well be applicable 
to the assessment of immigrant women for 
employment purposes. 


Immigrant and visible minority women form 
part of women as a broader target group under 
provincial employment development programs, 
are part of both the women and the visible 
minority women’s target groups for Canadian 
Job Strategy programs. 


Various programs to be offered this year target 
women under employment development pro- 
grams; Women’s Directorate has mandate to 
promote employment equity in the private 
sector; all four agencies include public aware- 
ness activities in all their contacts with private 
sector employers. 


Data collection by sex for all full-time and 
part-time enrolments continues as a permanent 
measure. 


New field entered on computerized informa- 
tion systems to indicate breakdown of appli- 
cants by sex. 


1988 survey almost completed. 


Objective 


Department of Education 


To improve data on enrolment. 


To improve data on student 
drop-outs. 


Department of Labour 


To ensure continued participa- 
tion of women in proportion to 
their share of the labour force. 


To ensure equitable occupa- 
tional distribution of women 
participating in employment 
development programs. 


Action 


Improve data collection, collation 
and dissemination. 


Develop improved reporting system. 


Continue to monitor the participa- 
tion of women in employment 
development programs. 


Analyze statistical records pertain- 
ing to employment development 
programs to determine the distribu- 
tion of the resulting women’s 
employment by occupational cate- 
gory. (This information will be used 
to modify the design of employment 
incentives to the private sector, 
resulting in equitable occupational 
distribution for women.) 


Evaluate the concept of bridging 
positions to assist women in access- 
ing upper level administrative and 
managerial jobs in the private sec- 
tor. 


IV. Other Employment-Related Initiatives 


Department of Labour 


To receive views of community 
and special interest groups on 
private pension plan reforms. 


To study and develop options 
for the implementation of 
equal pay for work of equal 
value. 


Prepare legislation respecting pri- 
vate pension plan reform to initiate 
public discussion. (The legislation 
will provide eligibility for employees 
working part-time to join a pension 
plan after two years of service and 
provide for their benefits to be 
vested after two years of plan mem- 
bership. The reforms proposed 
would provide entitlement to survi- 
vor’s benefits upon the death of a 
spouse; such benefits not to be dis- 
continued upon remarriage. Pro- 
posed legislation would not permit 
differentiation based on sex.) 


Continue to follow research and 
developments respecting equal pay 
for work of equal value in other 
jurisdictions and develop options for 
implementation. 


Ongoing © 


1989-90 


Ongoing 


Ongoing 


Progress to Date 


Enrolment data form changed to include 
statistics on female teachers, administration 
and students. 


Preliminary planning started by Statistics 
Section. 


Fiscal 1987-88: 46 percent of employees hired 
through all programs were women — higher 
than the percentage of the labour force which 
is female (42 percent). 


Breakdown by occupational category com- 
pleted. 


Bill on pension benefits introduced during 
1987 session; proclamation expected January 
1, 1989; union reaction expected to be speedy 
with respect to contract negotiations as the 
legislation has a two-year implementation 
phase and the unions are anxious to have some 
protection in place before 1991. 


Report on pay equity prepared by interdepart- 
mental committee chaired by the Women’s 
Directorate and accepted by Government; pay 
equity to be implemented for employees cov- 
ered by Part I of the Public Service Act 
through a legislated process. 


Objective 


To ensure work environments 
are healthy. 


Department of Labour 


To ensure video display termi- 
nals are not adversely affecting 
operators. 


To receive views of the public, 
business community and spe- 
cial interest groups on pro- 
posed amendments to Employ- 
ment Standards Act. 


Action 


New Brunswick Occupational 
Health and Safety Commission to 
continue to study and develop 
options for implementation of ergo- 
nomic standards for office automa- 
tion equipment and workplaces. 


New Brunswick Occupational 
Health and Safety Commission to 
continue to follow research and 
developments respecting low-level 
radiation emissions from VDTs and 
their health effects for operators, 
especially pregnant women. 


Department released a consultation 
document on employment stand- 
ards. (The Department will take 
into account the advice of unions, 
industry and interested groups and 
individuals when submitting amend- 
ments to the Employment Stand- 
ards Act to the Legislature.) This 
consultation document discusses: 
—continuing accrual of seniority 
during maternity leave and enti- 
tlement to maternity leave by an 
adopting mother; 


—equitable treatment of part-time 
and full-time workers with 
respect to vacations, paid public 
holidays and weekly rest periods; 

—in the case of part-time work, 
payment in lieu of notice of ter- 
mination made to employees in 
two weekly instalments to reduce 
the negative impact of recent 
changes to the federal Unem- 
ployment Insurance Act; and 

—after employment termination, 
payment of outstanding wages 
within 12 calendar days to reduce 
the potential of losses due to 
bankruptcy and insolvency. In 
such cases a deemed trust provi- 
sion is proposed for inclusion 
under the Act to protect 
employees’ wages. 


Time 
Frame 


Ongoing 


Ongoing 


Progress to Date 


Ongoing activity. 


Ongoing activity. 


Following amendments referred to a legislative 
committee for study prior to final changes 
being made to the Act: 

—extending the provision of the Employment 
Standards Act to ensure equal treatment for 
part-time workers with respect to vacations, 
paid public holidays and weekly rest period; 


—providing for unpaid leaves for mothers and 
fathers at the birth or adoption of children 
while protecting seniority, benefits and pay 
levels held prior to leave; 

—providing unpaid parental leave in certain 
circumstances; 

—providing for bereavement leaves on the 
death of certain family members; and 


—providing for the accrual of seniority while a 
right to leave is exercised. 


V. Future Plans 
Department of Education 


The Department plans to develop a 
brochure that will provide a frame- 
work for implementing the Educa- 
tional Opportunities document at the 
school level. Continuation of the 
Women in Leadership Seminar and 
the Women in Science workshop will 
support the principles presented in the 
equity document. 
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First Ministers adopted a A 
Framework for Economic Equality 
for Women at their annual conference 
in November 1985. Prepared by Min- 
isters Responsible for the Status of 
Women, it indicated the fields in 
which the federal, provincial and 
territorial governments could collabo- 
rate to give Canadian women better 
access to the labour market. 

After studying various facets of 
the labour market as it pertains to 
Canadian women, the Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women 
reiterated the commitment of their 
respective governments to implement 
the United Nations Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Dis- 
crimination Against Women. They 
advocated the full and equal partici- 
pation of women in the Canadian 
economy and promised, on behalf of 
their governments, to achieve eco- 
nomic equality for women in Canada. 
One of the ways this goal can be 
achieved is through equality in the 
labour market — i.e., equal access to 
employment; equal opportunities; 
equal treatment, remuneration and 
working conditions; and equal job- 
related benefits. 

As the Framework for Equality 
report pointed out, although women 
are guaranteed equality under 
Canadian law, systemic obstacles 
continue to hinder their attainment of 
economic equality. Governments must 
intervene to eliminate such obstacles, 
through policies and programs in a 
wide variety of fields such as voca- 
tional training and education, child 
care services, maternity leave and 
benefits, parental leave, affirmative 
action and equal opportunities in 
employment, equal pay for work of 
equal value, access to credit, job- 
related fringe benefits (for part-time 
wage earners, among others), pension 


reform, labour adjustment, participa- 
tion in the decision-making process, 
and services for the victims of vio- 
lence. 

After reviewing the economic 
advantages of measures aimed at 
equality, the report proposed a two- 
fold strategy to enable women in the 
labour market to achieve equality: 
improved access to the labour market, 
with special emphasis on training and, 
second, equality in the labour market, 
affecting, among other things, parity 
of fringe benefits and pensions, remu- 
neration and the financing of child 
care. 

By adopting this report, the First 
Ministers displayed their willingness 
to make a concerted effort to achieve 
economic equality for Canadian 
women. From the outset, it was 
understood that each government 
would develop its own strategy; Min- 
isters Responsible for the Status of 
Women were asked to assume this 
responsibility. 

First, the Ministers agreed to 
elaborate a detailed strategy in order 
to tackle special problems women 
encounter when they try to acquire 
vocational skills. Vocational training 
and advanced training are often the 
only ways women can improve their 
employment prospects. In 1986, the 
Ministers prepared a new document 
entitled Towards a Labour Force 
Strategy: A Framework for Training 
for Women, which was adopted by the 
Annual Conference of First Ministers 
in November 1986. 


This document first examined the 
main obstacles faced by women wish- 
ing to obtain adequate vocational 
training, then proposed a series of 
measures designed to achieve equality 
in education and vocational training 
in every province and territory. The 
measures provided a framework for 
intervention to guide various govern- 
ments in defining their own strategies 
according to their priorities and 
resources. The framework covered 
altering stereotyped attitudes, improv- 
ing educational and vocational guid- 
ance, developing initiatives in non- 
traditional fields, increasing aware- 
ness in the vocational training sector, 
adapting training programs and 
teaching aids, improving access to 
training, and following up on progress 
through the collection and evaluation 
of relevant data. 

Moreover, the report proposed a 
number of policy directions concern- 
ing intergovernmental co-operation. 
The First Ministers requested that a 
federal-provincial-territorial confer- 
ence be held, involving Ministers 
Responsible for the Status of Women 
and Ministers with Labour Market 
Responsibilities, to begin implement- 
ing measures advocated in the 
Framework for Training. 

They also asked that the Council 
of Ministers of Education assess 
progress in implementing measures 
aimed at equality in education and 
vocational training. At the request of 
First Ministers, Ministers Responsible 
for the Status of Women reported to 
the November 1987 First Ministers’ 
Conference on progress made in 1987. 
This is a second progress report to 
First Ministers, providing an update 
on various projects and future pros- 
pects with respect to education and 
vocational training for women. 


I. Highlights 


In the spring of 1987, the Gov- 
ernment of Quebec adopted an initial 
three-year Status of Women plan 
(1987-90), accompanied by annual 
action plans beginning with 1987-88. 
An action plan for 1988-89 has also 
been developed. The government has 
made a strong commitment to equal 
educational opportunities for women. 
Its main objectives are to: 

—ensure more equitable representa- 
tion of Quebec women at all levels 
and within all disciplines in the 
education system; 

—encourage and support, through 
training, the development and 
autonomy of women; 

—foster and support appropriate 
training to enable women to enter 
the labour market; 

—provide new and flexible ways for 
women from cultural communities 
to obtain language, general, and 
vocational training; and 

—ensure that content and practices in 
education convey diversified role 
models better adapted to current 
conditions. 


To achieve these objectives, the 
Quebec government proposed a wide 
array of measures related to general 
and vocational training, the recogni- 
tion of formal training and experi- 
ence, a response to the needs of a 
number of specific groups of women 
(members of the cultural communi- 
ties, disabled women and native 
women), and research. In addition to 
its initiatives in education and voca- 
tional training for Quebec women, the 
government is also committed to fos- 
tering equality in the workplace and 
to a guaranteed income, to comple- 
ment and strengthen measures aimed 
at achieving equality in education. 


a) Educational and Vocational 

Training 

The review of the implementation 
of the Status of Women action plan 
for 1987-88 and for the first part of 
1988-89 shows there were many basic 
and vocational training projects for 
girls and women. 

These projects were carried out in 
a number of fields. 


i) Increasing awareness of, 
and combatting, sexual 
stereotyping 


The ministére de l’Education has 
produced a video designed to increase 
awareness among elementary and 
secondary school girls of the need to 
actively achieve financial indepen- 
dence in a responsible manner. The 
department has tested a teaching 
guide to develop critical thinking 
among students with respect to sexism 
in everyday life. It has just published 
the first part of a guide intended for 
producers of teaching material and 
for department and school staff, 
proposing means of avoiding sexism. 
Three more parts are planned. The 
department continues to provide 
school boards with the guide Pareille, 
pas pareils, aimed at eliminating 
sexual stereotyping at the pre-school 
level. 

The Collége de Rosemont has 
prepared a report on the survey deal- 
ing with teaching practices and sex- 
ism at the college level. 

The Conseil du statut de la 
femme du Québec, in close collabora- 
tion with the ministére de l’Educa- 
tion, has launched a series of projects 
to combat sexism and violence in 
videos. 


ii) Vocational diversification 
and emphasis on non- 
traditional sectors 


The ministre déléguée a la condi- 
tion féminine, in collaboration with 
the ministére de Il’Education and the 
ministére de l’Enseignement supérieur 
et de la Science, has made public a 
study of the factors that prevent 
young women from participating in 
non-traditional training programs. 

The ministére de Il’Education has 
prepared two studies aimed at 
describing the characteristics of 
women of all ages who choose non- 
traditional fields. The ministére de 
Enseignement supérieur et de la 
Science is studying problems related 
to access for young women to post- 
secondary education, particularly in 
the sciences; it is examining a new 
teaching approach to mathematics for 
adult students. 

The ministére de l’Education has 
prepared teaching material — a 
video, a teacher’s handbook and a 
participant’s workbook — on the 
characteristics and needs of women 
qualified for non-traditional occupa- 
tions. Fifty training sessions were 
organized for secondary school staff 
in 1987-88, as was the case the 
preceding year. Teaching material 
produced for these sessions, entitled 
SPRINT (strategy for successfully 
integrating non-traditional occupa- 
tions), is now available. 

The ministére de I’Education and 
the ministére de l’Enseignement supé- 
rieur et de la Science have developed 
a program designed to increase 
awareness among young women and 
school staff. It includes biographies of 
women working in non-traditional 
sectors, a pool of speakers on non- 
traditional jobs, a brochure entitled 
A chacun son métier, a kit on non- 
traditional occupations and profes- 
sions to promote access for women to 
post-secondary education, and videos 
on high-skill occupations. These docu- 
ments stress the need for young 


eee a EE Oe a I TT ETE TE I EE LIEGE PD BB 


women to broaden their vocational 
choices. Documents such as Explo- 
rons de nouveaux espaces and Vire- 
Vie, a counselling game, are still 
being distributed. 

In 1986, the ministre déléguée a 
la condition féminine established the 
Irma Levasseur prize to highlight the 
scientific achievements of girls — 
whether through their science hobbies 
or through their participation in 
science fairs. The prize was awarded 
for the first time in 1987 to a student 
from Alberta. Two Quebec students 
received the prize in 1988. 

On the recommendation of the 
Conseil de la science et de la Tech- 
nologie, the ministére de l’Enseigne- 
ment supérieur et de la Science pre- 
pared a plan of action designed to 
increase participation by women of all 
ages in science and technology in 
Quebec. Various interested parties 
were consulted on the plan of action 
in 1988-89. 


iii) Recognition of formal 
training and experience 


The ministére de I’Education du 
Québec continues to offer services 
related to the recognition of formal 
training and experience (placement 
tests, equivalent rating of Secondary 
V programs and so forth). This year it 
has developed new methods of identi- 
fying and recognizing experience 
(e.g., a simplified portfolio, an evalua- 
tion interview grid, and methods for 
evaluating experience in various areas 
of vocational training). The depart- 
ment has also undertaken research 
related to the recognition of skills 
acquired through general training. It 
has also widely distributed the guide 
Point tournant which is designed to 
encourage women to identify and 
have their experience recognized in 
order to resume their studies or return 
to the labour market. The ministére 
de l’Education has financed a study, 
being carried out by the Canadian 
Adult Education Institute, centring 
on the skills and experience of women 
in the home. 


In many colleges, experiential 
learning assessment services are avail- 
able under a number of vocational 
programs, using the portfolio method. 
Such assessments are being pursued 
in colleges; tests are being developed 
in the vocational sectors and in vari- 
ous general training disciplines. 
Methods are also being developed to 
test general aptitudes of adults and to 
identify skills consistent with the 
needs of certain target groups, includ- 
ing homemakers and native people. 

The ministére de l’Enseignement 
supérieur et de la Science and public 
colleges have also established a prov- 
ince-wide network to ensure liaison 
and to provide technical and financial 
assistance in research and develop- 
ment and in the recognition of experi- 
ential learning. A task force has been 
set up to co-ordinate the development 
and implementation of procedures for 
recognizing training in agricultural 
technology institutes. 

The ministére de la Main- 
d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du revenu 
has completed testing of methods for 
recognizing vocational skills (i.e., 
experiential learning assessments 
related to the labour market), aimed 
at three groups of women, including 
those wishing to re-enter the labour 
market. In 1988-89, the system of 
recognizing qualifications will be 
gradually introduced in each of Que- 
bec’s Commissions de formation pro- 
fessionnelle (CFPs). Concerned par- 
ties will learn how to implement 
various procedures for recognizing 
qualifications and apply these proce- 
dures to a number of target clients, 
including women. 

Moreover, the ministére de la 
Main-d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du 
revenu provided funds to the 
Canadian Adult Education Institute 
to finance a project designed to 
enable women’s groups to help their 
members have their experience recog- 
nized when they resume their studies 
or return to the labour market. The 
project is continuing in 1988-89. 


Recognition of skills acquired 
both in school and outside of school is 
also a responsibility of universities. 
Policy and practices vary from insti- 
tution to institution. The ministére de 
Enseignement supérieur et de la 
science funds the Centre d’informa- 
tion et de recherche en reconnaissance 
des acquis to encourage exchanges as 
well as research and development in 
this area. 


The ministére des Communautés 
culturelles et de l’Immigration is 
offering services to immigrants 
related to the recognition of formal 
training received abroad (e.g., an 
equivalent rating of such training in 
the Quebec education system) and 
has developed a system for issuing 
equivalent ratings by course content 
for three secondary school subjects — 
mathematics, chemistry and physics. 
Furthermore, it is validating foreign 
work certificates in the construction 
occupations and is helping immi- 
grants enter the Quebec education 
system or the labour market. Proce- 
dures have been established with a 
number of colleges to help them offer 
better advice to immigrant women on 
experiential learning. 

The Quebec government is cur- 
rently studying ways of integrating 
the various activities related to experi- 
ential learning planned or undertaken 
by different departments. A sym- 
posium on this subject is planned for 
March 1989. 


iv) Access to adapted 
transitional, general and 
vocational training, 
retraining and advanced 
training programs 


The Transition-Travail program 
run by the ministére de la Main- 
d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du revenu is 
designed to help women return to the 
labour market or resume their studies, 
and is currently offered at the second- 
ary school and colleges levels in col- 
laboration with the ministére de 
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l’Education and the ministére de 
l’Enseignement supérieur et de la 
Science, respectively. Some 3,690 
women participated in the program in 
1987-88. In 1988-89, 227 groups 
throughout Quebec are expected to 
take part in the program — 180 in 
secondary schools and 47 in colleges 
— for an anticipated total of 3,400 
women. 

Women under age 30 who get 
social assistance or who head single- 
parent families have access to on-the- 
job training and to a number of gen- 
eral training programs (school make- 
up courses, resumption of post- 
secondary studies). The number of 
women admitted to on-the-job train- 
ing sessions in each region is propor- 
tional to the percentage of women 
under 30 receiving social assistance in 
that region. The ministére de la 
Main-d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du 
revenu manages the programs, which 
involve other departments. 


In 1987-88, 6,766 women (60.2 
percent of all participants) were 
admitted to on-the-job training ses- 
sions; 20,286 women, (68.3 percent of 
all participants) took part in the 
remedial teaching program. More- 
over, 1,642 women (98 percent of the 
total) enrolled in the post-secondary 
education program. All these pro- 
grams are being maintained without 
change in 1988-89. 

Vocational training is available to 
women entrepreneurs under a pro- 
gram providing advanced training to 
the managers of small and medium- 
sized businesses, run by the ministére 
de I’Industrie et du Commerce and 
the ministére de la Main-d’oeuvre et 
de la Sécurité du revenu. 

Ten external manpower services 
(SEMOs) in eight regions of Quebec 
are reserved specifically for women. 
They are financed by the ministére de 
la Main-d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du 
revenu and are intended for women 
experiencing problems entering the 
labour market. In 1987-88, 1,923 
women took advantage of these ser- 
vices, 852 of whom found jobs or 
resumed their studies. 


Quebec women can choose the 
Réintégration-femmes option of the 
vocational integration program, part 
of the Canadian Jobs Strategy, cover- 
ing employment and vocational train- 
ing. Women are a high-priority target 
group under the Canadian Jobs 
Strategy. 

Under the on-the-job training 
option of various programs of the 
Canadian Jobs Strategy covered by 
the recent Canada-Quebec agree- 
ment, Quebec women can take advan- 
tage of the following programs or 
specific measures: 

—training programs which prepare 
for employment: 

e Introduction to non-traditional 
occupations at the secondary 
school and college levels. In 
1987-88, roughly 200 women 
participated in this program. In 
1988-89, four groups involving 
approximately 60 women will 
operate throughout the province. 

e Access to careers in technological 
fields (college level). In 1987-88, 
105 women participated in this 
program in seven CEGEPs in as 
many different regions (one 
group per CEGEP). In 1988-89, 
roughly 120 women are expected 
to participate in eight groups. 

e Projects aimed specifically at 
women. Roughly 80 women took. 
part in four projects. In 1988-89, 
approximately 40 women are 
expected to participate in two 
projects. 

—training programs which prepare 
for vocational training: following 
negotiations with Employment and 
Immigration Canada in 1986-87, 
the following programs reserved for 
women were carried out on a trial 
basis in 1987-88: 
e¢ Between November 1987, and 

June 1988, 300 women com- 

pleted their high school diplomas 

(secondary school) under a pilot 

project run by two school boards 

in each of the 11 regions of Que- 
bec. In 1988-89, 13 groups have 
been planned. 


e¢ Between November 1987 and 
June 1988, 75 women upgraded 
their education (secondary school 
level), through a program carried 
out in five schools in the Bas- 
Saint-Laurent, Montréal-mét- 
ropolitain and Laurentides- 
Lanaudiére regions. Five groups 
are planned in 1988-89. 

In 1987-88, 45 women took part 
in preliminary training leading to 
technological training college 
level through a program offered 
by three CEGEPs in the Québec 
City and Bas-Saint-Laurent 
regions. Two groups are planned 
in 1988-89. 

A number of places have been 
reserved for women in non-traditional 
options in full-time vocational train- 
ing programs. 

The ministére de la Main- 
d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du revenu 
manages all of these programs, which 
involve the ministére de l’Education 
or the ministére de l’Enseignement 
supérieur et de la Science, depending 
on the level of training. 

Overall, fewer groups will partici- 
pate in 1988-89 than the preceding 
year in various training programs in 
educational institutions because of a 
reduction in total budgets allocated to 
such training. 

The ministére des Communautés 
culturelles et de l’ Immigration has 
undertaken a study of the current 
situation in regard to vocational train- 
ing programs in order to identify 
problems faced by immigrant women 
and to propose solutions to these 
problems. 


The ministére des Communautés 
culturelles et de Immigration has 
implemented PAFI (programme 
d’aide a la francisation des immi- 
grants) to help immigrants learn 
French. Among other things, the 
program provides for the reimburse- 
ment of child care expenses. In 1987- 
88, 1,500 women registered in the 
program, accounting for 60 percent of 
all participants. The ministére des 
Communautés culturelles et de 
Immigration has also made available 
French courses adapted to specific 
target groups — nurses, domestic 
workers and illiterates, for example. 
In 1987-88, 686 people enrolled in 
these courses. The department also 
obtained from the federal government 
15,000 student-days for illiterates 
registered in full-time French courses. 
Women accounted for 80 percent of 
this clientele. 

The ministére des Communautés 
culturelles et de I’ Immigration is 
setting up a program of full-time 
French courses for sponsored immi- 
grants, under which training allow- 
ances will be provided. The depart- 
ment has also prepared a brochure in 
several languages which explains to 
immigrant women the various ways 
they can learn French and identifies 
support services related to these 
courses. 

Since April 1987, the ministére 
des Communautés culturelles et de 
Immigration has recruited trainees 
eligible for the National Basic Train- 
ing Program, including vocational and 
language training. It has organized 
academic and vocational information 
sessions for agencies working with 
women from the cultural communi- 
ties. It also distributes an academic 
and vocational information newsletter 
to ethnic media and interested asso- 
ciations. Two issues have appeared to 
date. 


The ministére de l’Agriculture, 
des Pécheries et de l’Alimentation 
offers a special training program 
designed to make women farmers 
aware of their rights and the impor- 
tant role they play, to help them bet- 
ter fulfil their role and to promote 
vocational training aimed at them. 
Depending on needs, the program can 
be followed full-time or part-time. 
The department also offers women 
working with women farmers’ unions 
a leadership training program, the 
third phase of which, devoted to the 
consolidation of teams, has been 
available since April 1988. In 1987- 
88, some 60 women participated in 
training sessions under this program. 

The department is now studying 
various ways of enabling greater num- 
bers of women farmers to obtain 
agricultural vocational training. It is 
informing women farmers of the 
courses available to them in each 
region of Quebec. The ministére de 
Agriculture, des Pécheries et de 
Alimentation also offers scholarships 
under the farm training promotion 
program; 25 women took advantage 
of the program in 1987-88. 

In 1987-88, two important 
reports on women farmers and their 
training needs were completed. The 
first, entitled La formation profes- 
sionnelle des agricultrices, is accom- 
panied by a five-year development 
plan. The second, Les divers chemine- 
ments de formation de la reléve 
agricole francophone du Québec, 
describes women farmers. 

The Fédération des agricultrices 
du Québec has submitted to the 
Canadian Jobs Strategy committee a 
brief dealing with problems that 
women farmers encounter in obtain- 
ing access to programs under the 
Strategy. 


bh) Education and Vocational 
Training Projects 
Many education and vocational 
training measures were successful in 
1987-88. These included support for 
easier access to training and for on- 
the-job skills upgrading. 


1) Access to equality programs 


Access to equality programs 
(PAEs) in the parapublic, municipal 
and private sectors got under way and 
will be staggered over three years. 

In 1986-87 and 1987-88, a num- 
ber of pilot projects were instituted 
under the three-year plan. To date, 
agreements have been signed with 
private firms covering 17 projects. In 
the municipal sector, 13 projects are 
already under way. 

In school boards (part of the 
parapublic sector and attached to the 
ministére de I’Education), 19 projects 
are currently under way. In colleges 
and universities (attached to the 
ministére de l’Enseignement supérieur 
et de la Science), 18 projects are 
under way. 

In the network of the ministére de 
la Santé et des Services sociaux, 
access to employment equity pro- 
grams for working women has been 
included in collective agreements with 
major labour unions. Ten projects are 
under way and one more is planned. 


11) Contractual obligations 


In September 1987, the Quebec 
government also adopted a policy of 
contractual obligations under which 
businesses with 100 or more 
employees that receive government 
contracts or grants totalling $100,000 
or more must adopt employment 
equity programs. The adoption in 
April 1988 of a new policy on the 
awarding of government services 
contracts containing a contractual 
obligation made it possible to launch 
the services contract phase in the fall 
of 1988. Procedures governing other 
phases of the program (grants and 
contracts in respect of goods) should 
be in effect in April 1989. 
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ii) Child care 

Child care services are being 
further developed. In 1987-88, the 
Office des services de garde a 
l’enfance financed 43,800 spaces in 
recognized child care facilities and 
provided financial assistance to some 
of the parents whose children receive 
services there. Quebec is also financ- 
ing nearly 20,900 child care spaces in 
schools. In 1988-89, more than 5,000 
new spaces will be created, half of 
them in schools. 

In 1986-87, tax deductions for 
child care costs were modified: deduc- 
tions for children over age 12 were 
eliminated while deductions for chil- 
dren under age six increased and 
those for children between six and 12 
decreased slightly. The remaining 
deductions were increased slightly in 
the 1987 fiscal year and they will rise 
again in 1988, toa maximum of 
$4,000 for children under age seven 
and $2,000 for children between seven 
and 13. Child care expense deductions 
in Quebec may be claimed by either 
spouse or divided between the two 
spouses. 

In 1986-87, the ministre déléguée 
a la condition féminine set up a task 
force to review policy directions and 
the methods of financing child care 
services in Quebec. The task force 
submitted its report in June 1987. 

In November 1988, the Minister 
unveiled a new policy respecting child 
care services that provided for the 
development and consolidation of 
such services by the mid-1990s. The 
policy will be submitted to a parlia- 
mentary committee on February 6, 
1989. Implementation of the policy 
should begin in 1989. 


iv) Pay equity 

Pursuant to section 19 of the 
Quebec Charter of Human Rights 
and Freedoms, which guarantees 
equal pay for work of equal value, 
individual complaints are being fol- 
lowed up. Studies and research are 
also being conducted in this area, e.g. 
an investigation of remuneration, a 
comparative study of current legisla- 
tion and development of possible solu- 
tions. 


v) Job creation 


A job creation program specifi- 
cally for women is being carried out. 
Under the Job Development Program 
of the Canadian Jobs Strategy, Que- 
bec has had $2.5 million earmarked to 
help women enter non-traditional 
occupations. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 

Changing attitudes entails, 
among other things, eliminating sex- 
ual stereotyping wherever it is found. 
Such stereotyping must be overcome 
in the media and in advertising; it is 
also essential to eliminate it from 
teaching materials. The government 
intends to pursue this important 
objective in the coming years through 
projects carried out by the ministére 
de l’Education. 

Other projects will ensure that 
children develop a non-sexist view of 
the world and an egalitarian view of 
the role of women in society. Among 
the initiatives under way are the dis- 
tribution to textbook publishers of a 
guide to eliminating sexism and the 
distribution to secondary school staff 
of material related to an information 
campaign on non-traditional careers. 
Close attention is also paid to the 
means of countering sexism and vio- 
lence in videos. 


b) Educational and Training 

Programs 

The government wants to ensure 
that women of all ages in Quebec can 
obtain, at all levels of the education 
system, the training necessary to 
obtain paid employment and the 
financial independence that goes with 
it. 


i) Guidance and counselling 


To better prepare women of all 
ages for changes in the work world 
and to enable them to obtain more 
satisfying, better paid jobs, the gov- 
ernment will introduce measures to 
encourage women in Quebec to diver- 
sify their vocational choices. Empha- 
sis will be placed on non-traditional 
sectors, especially those related to the 
sciences and technology, and on 
access by women to post-secondary 
studies. 

The effort will centre on the pro- 
duction of academic and vocational 
guidance kits, brochures and videos; 
and on informing guidance counsel- 
lors about the various groups involved 
in vocational training, such as: voca- 
tion training commissions (ministére 
de la Main-d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité 
du revenu); school boards (ministére 
de l’Education); colleges and universi- 
ties (ministére de l’Enseignement 
supérieur et de la Science and minis- 
tére de l’Agriculture, des Pécheries et 
de l’Alimentation); regional or local 
reception and referral services (minis- 
tére de la Main-d’oeuvre et de la 
Sécurité du revenu, ministére de 
l’Education, ministére de lEnseigne- 
ment supérieur et de la Science); and 
the Service d’évaluation et de référ- 
ence scolaire et professionnelle of the 
ministére des Communautés cul- 
turelles et de l’ Immigration. 

Specialized counselling services 
for women will be maintained within 
programs or services reserved for 
them, e.g. the Transition-Travail 
program, the Initiation aux métiers 
non traditionnels program, the Accés 
aux Carriéres technologies program, 
and external manpower services 
(SEMOs) for women. 


11) Training and apprenticeship 
in non-traditional sectors 
The government will continue to 

offer women a variety of programs 

that will give them greater access to 
employment and non-traditional 
training: 

Training in preparation for 
employment: 

—introduction to non-traditional 
occupations (secondary schools 
and colleges); and 

—access to careers in technologi- 
cal fields (colleges); 

Training in preparation for voca- 

tional training: 

—completion of the high school 
diploma (secondary schools); 

—upgrading (secondary schools); 
and 

—-preliminary training in prepa- 
ration for technological train- 
ing (colleges). 

Moreover, a percentage of places 
in full-time vocational training pro- 
grams in non-traditional sectors will 
remain reserved for women: 


iii) Apprenticeships 

According to the terms of the 
1987 Canada-Quebec agreement on 
institutional training, apprenticeships 
must be carried out in training insti- 
tutions. Quebec has agreed to take the 
measures necessary to facilitate 
access for target groups, including 
women, to these courses. Moreover, 
work is under way to develop a Que- 
bec apprenticeship policy. The gov- 
ernment will endeavour to take 
women’s concerns into account in this 
policy. 

The government’s policy state- 
ment on apprenticeship is under study 
in the ministére de la Main-d’oeuvre 
et de la Sécurité du revenu. 


iv) Teaching programs and 
educational material 


So that women of all ages receive 
educational services adapted to their 
needs, the government plans to ensure 
that women’s needs are taken into 
account when education policies are 
developed and educational services 
are put in place. To this end, it 
encourages women to participate in 
such bodies as the regional Educa- 
tion-Main-d’ceuvre roundtables, 
which bring together, among others, 
regional representatives of three 
major networks providing adult edu- 
cation services — the ministére de 
l’Education, the ministére de 
Enseignement supérieur et de la 
Science and the ministére de la Main- 
d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du revenu. 

The government also encourages 
women’s participation in regional 
Accueil-référence services, which are 
the sole source of academic and voca- 
tional information for adults and 
which provide guidance and counsel- 
ling for adults wishing to resume their 
studies. 

A number of programs are 
designed for and offered exclusively 
to women. In 1986-87, the ministére 
de la Main-d’ceuvre et de la Sécurité 
du revenu grouped most women’s 
programs into a package called 
Séquence d’interventions pour les 
femmes en formation professionnelle. 
This initiative establishes links 
between, and facilitate transfers 
among, the following programs: 
—Transition-Travail; 

—completion of the high school 
diploma; 

—upgrading; and 

—training in preparation for training 
in technological sectors. 


The last three programs were 
carried out on a trial basis in 1987-88 
and an evaluation was undertaken in 
the fall of 1988. The report is 
expected in the spring of 1989. 

Under the National Institutional 
Training Program, the Quebec gov- 
ernment has arranged for additional 
funds to be earmarked for custom 
training in education institutes. This 
training can be designed on the basis 
of an accurate assessment of training 
needs in a given situation. Because of 
the identification of target groups in 
1987-88, priorities for the purchase of 
custom training can be established by 
sector of economic activity. In this 
respect, women are an important 
target group. In 1988-89, $15 million 
will be allocated to custom training 
aimed at enhancing the employability 
of social assistance recipients. 

Teaching materials designed for 
women in business are also being 
adapted for use in start-your-own- 
business workshops offered to women 
entrepreneurs by the ministére de 
l’Industrie et du Commerce. 


c) Access to Training 


The government is determined to 
facilitate access for women to educa- 
tion and vocational training. It is 
striving to ensure that equal numbers 
of women and men enrol in all types 
of training programs. The government 
is aware of the obstacles women 
encounter when undertaking or com- 
pleting their studies. It has already 
taken steps to facilitate women’s 
access to all types of training, and it 
intends to pursue the implementation 
and development of such measures. 


i) Recognition of experience 
and vocational skills 


The ministére de l’Education, the 
ministére de |’Enseignement supérieur 
et de la Science, the ministére de la 
Main-d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du 
revenu, the ministére de |’Agriculture, 
des Pécheries et de |’Alimentation and 
the ministére des Communautés cul- 
turelles et de l’ Immigration — the 
main departments concerned with 
education and vocational training in 
Quebec — are already developing 
procedures and services related to the 
recognition of training and experi- 
ence. Many projects focus on experi- 
ential learning assessments to enable 
applicants to resume secondary school 
studies (ministére de l’Education) or 
college or university programs (minis- 
tére de l’Enseignement supérieur et de 
la Science). 

The ministére de la Main- 
d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du revenu is 
testing methods for recognizing voca- 
tional skills (i.e., experiential learning 
assessments in anticipation of the 
applicant’s entering the labour mar- 
ket) and began to offer them more 
widely beginning in September 1988. 

For a long time, colleges and 
universities in Quebec have been 
developing policies which recognize 
the value of relevant experience. 
Every year many women are admitted 
to post-secondary programs even 
though they do not have the diplomas 
normally required for admission to 
colleges (high school certificate) or 
universities (diploma of collegial stud- 
ies). 

The specific needs of women with 
regard to experiential learning assess- 
ments are being examined closely by 
all parties concerned because they 
know that such recognition is one of 
the most efficient ways of facilitating 
the integration and rapid advance- 
ment of women in training programs 
and on the job. 


ii) Financial assistance and 
allowances 


The signature of vocational train- 
ing agreements between Quebec and 
the federal government (the Canadian 
Jobs Strategy and the National Insti- 
tutional Training Program) has 
enabled Quebec women to register in 
programs under the Canadian Jobs 
Strategy, including training options in 
educational institutions, and to obtain 
training allowances and reimburse- 
ment of such costs as child care and 
transportation expenses. Eligible 
women may take advantage of Unem- 
ployment Insurance benefits. The 
Canada-Quebec agreements also 
provide training and special allow- 
ances for women in Quebec’s Transi- 
tion-Travail program. 


The ministére de |’Agriculture, 
des Pécheries et de l’Alimentation 
advises female farmers in all regions 
of financial assistance available to 
them and to other groups of women 
wishing to resume their studies. 

Quebec also provides financial 
assistance for child care expenses to 
parents whose income falls below a 
given level. In 1987-88, the maximum 
daily allowance was $10.50. Net 
household income entitling a family 
to assistance was raised in 1986-87. 
Quebec also increased the maximum 
deduction for child care expenses for 
pre-schoolers for the 1986 and subse- 
quent taxation years to $3,510 from 
$2,000 per pre-schooler in 1986, to 
$3,640 in 1987 and $4,000 in 1988. 
The allowable deduction for school- 
age children rose from $1,755 in 
1986, to $1,820 in 1987 and to $2,000 
in 1988. 


Moreover, the Quebec student 
loan and scholarship plan provides 
many male and female students with 
substantial financial support, thus 
enabling them to continue their stud- 
ies. Recent changes in methods of 
calculating assistance have enabled 
more than 2,000 married women to 
obtain loans each year. The current 
reform of the student financial assist- 
ance program should make it possible 
to respond better to the varied needs 
of an increasingly diversified student 
population, among whom adults with 
dependent children are more and 
more numerous. 

Through the establishment of 
various programs to enable immi- 
grants to learn French, the ministére 
des Communautés culturelles et de 
Immigration is providing financial 
and technical assistance to help non- 
governmental agencies organize 
French classes for women, the illiter- 
ate, visible minorities and sponsored 
immigrants. These programs also 
provide financial assistance for child 
care expenses for pre-schoolers and, 
in the future, willl provide training 
allowances. 


iii) Foreign diplomas 

The ministére des Communautés 
culturelles et de Immigration, under 
an agreement reached with the minis- 
tére de l’Education, issues to members 
of cultural communities certificates 
attesting to the equivalency rating in 
Quebec’s education system of a wide 
variety of foreign diplomas. The 
department, in collaboration with the 
ministére de l’Education, is also 
developing a system for establishing 
the equivalency rating of secondary 
school studies completed abroad and 
programs in Quebec, based on course 
content. An analysis of three high- 
priority subjects (mathematics, chem- 
istry and physics) has been com- 
pleted. 
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The ministére des Communautés 
culturelles et de l’Immigration also 
validates foreign work certificates in 
construction occupations, to enable 
applicants to take vocational qualify- 
ing examinations set by the ministére 
de la Main-d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité 
du revenu and to obtain their papers. 


iv) Flexible timetables 


Wage earners can enrol part-time 
in several programs offered in Que- 
bec, including the retraining, 
advanced training, and custom train- 
ing programs covered by the Canada- 
Quebec agreement. 

Under many programs, educa- 
tional institutions offer training time- 
tables adapted to the needs of adults, 
e.g. intensive courses, evening or 
weekend courses. 


v) Language courses 


In Quebec, immigrants wishing to 
enter the labour market can take 
French courses in the COFIs. More- 
over, the ministére des Communautés 
culturelles et de l’ Immigration offers 
various part-time courses, held in the 
daytime, evenings, and on weekends. 
Some courses are intended for specific 
groups, such as secretaries, domestic 
workers or health workers; others are 
intended for women in the home or 
women who immigrated some time 
ago but, for a variety of reasons, did 
not take French courses when they 
arrived in Quebec. 

The department has also set up 
courses for immigrants claiming 
refugee status and has just launched a 
French language program, including 
training allowance, for sponsored 
immigrants. 

Migrants from other provinces or 
the territories can take language 
courses in Quebec under the Canada- 
Quebec agreement on institutional 
training. These courses generally 
focus on language needs related to 
employment. 


vi) Publicizing programs 

Most government departments 
publish brochures on the programs 
they offer; the brochures are pub- 
lished in French and are usually 
translated into English. They are 
distributed by educational institu- 
tions, the Commissions de formation 
professionnelle, Travail-Québec cen- 
tres, regional or local Accueil-référ- 
ence services, and Communication- 
Québec offices. 

Some departments, such as the 
ministére de l’Agriculture, des Péch- 
eries et de l’Alimentation and the 
ministére des Communautés cul- 
turelles et de Immigration, publish 
information aimed at specific clients. 
For example, the ministére des Com- 
munautés culturelles et de l’Immigra- 
tion has published a brochure in 
several languages describing the lan- 
guage courses and related support 
services available to immigrant 
women. The ministére de |’Agricul- 
ture, des Pécheries et de l’Alimenta- 
tion has widely publicized its special 
training programs for women farmers 
throughout Quebec. 


vii) Courses in remote or 
northern regions 


In remote or northern regions, 
such as the Abitibi-Témiscamingue 
and Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean 
regions, local educational institutions 
seek out clients. They provide training 
under a number of programs in per- 
manent off-campus centres or in tem- 
porary facilities designed to satisfy 
specific needs. 

Distance education, especially 
correspondence courses, enables many 
people to obtain general or vocational 
training; a number of target groups 
are provided with courses adapted to 
their specific needs — farm women, 
for example. The ministére de 
l’Agriculture, des Pécheries et de 
Alimentation, in collaboration with 
the Direction des cours par corre- 
spondence of the ministére de l’Edu- 
cation, has developed 10 vocational 


training courses in agriculture. 
Women make up nearly half the stu- 
dents taking these courses. 

The Université du Québec is 
unique in the province in providing 
university courses in several regions 
through its campuses. In remote 
regions, it reaches even more students 
through Télé-Université. Such stu- 
dents can take advantage of individu- 
alized distance education courses in 
many fields. 


vill) Courses in preparation for 
training and transitional 
programs 


Women in Quebec can take 
advantage of numerous programs or 
services which facilitate access to 
vocational training or the job market. 
The following programs have been 
mentioned elsewhere in this report: 
—Transition-Travail (secondary 

schools and colleges); 

—completion of the high school 
diploma (secondary schools); 

—upgrading (secondary school); 

—preparation for training in techno- 
logical fields (colleges); 

—access to technological careers 
(colleges); 

—initiation to non-traditional occupa- 
tions (secondary schools and col- 
leges); 

—training programs in preparation 
for work; 

—on-the-job training for social aid 
recipients under age 30; 

—school make-up courses for social 
assistance recipients who are under 
age 30 and head single-parent 
families (secondary schools); 

—resumption of post-secondary stud- 
ies by the heads of single-parent 
families (colleges); and 

—external manpower services 
(SEMOs). 

School boards, COFIs and 
Organismes volontaires d’éducation 
populaire (OVEPs) also provide liter- 
acy services. 


III. Data Collection and 
Evaluation 


The ministére de l’Education, the 
ministére de l’Enseignement supérieur 
et de la Science and the ministére de 
la Main-d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du 
revenu update statistics on enrolment 
in various courses and training pro- 
grams, and they take the gender of 
students into account. These data 
make it easy to assess the participa- 
tion of women. 

Vocational training programs 
offered at all levels by the ministére 
de l’Education, the ministére de 
Enseignement supérieur et de la 
Science and the ministére de 
Agriculture, des Pécheries et de 
Alimentation are evaluated and 
updated periodically, according to 
changing labour market needs and 
technological changes. 

Various programs managed by 
the ministére de la Main-d’oeuvre 
et de la Sécurité du revenu are also 
evaluated and updated from time to 
time. Transition-Travail and Initia- 
tion aux métiers non-traditionnels 
programs are currently being 
evaluated, as are external manpower 
services. Several pilot projects and 
experimental programs aimed specifi- 
cally at women will be evaluated at 
the conclusion of the trial period. In 
May 1988, the ministére de la Main- 
d’ceuvre et de la Sécurité du revenu 
published a report on the clients of 
Transition-Travail and Initiation aux 
métiers non-traditionnels programs. 


IV. Future Plans 


Quebec government initiatives 
concerning vocational training for 
women are expanding rapidly. Many 
projects are recent or are still being 
developed or implemented; others are 
being consolidated. In the coming 
years, the government will focus on 
the consolidation and harmonization 
of various measures it has adopted to 
enable girls and women to achieve 
equal access to education. The elabo- 
ration of a three-year plan and of 
annual plans of action on the Status 


of Women is one way to ensure that 
this undertaking succeeds. Various 
government departments have 
adopted annual or three-year plans of 
action on the Status of Women; these 
plans are reviewed regularly, usually 
on an annual basis. 

In particular, the government 
plans to carry out its plan of action on 
experiential learning assessments. 
This plan proposes the co-ordination 
of measures implemented by all 
departments concerned with adult 
education: the ministére de la Main- 
d’oeuvre et de la Sécurité du revenu, 
the ministére de |’Education, the 
ministére de l’Enseignement supérieur 
et de la Science, the ministére de 
Agriculture, des Pécheries et de 
Alimentation, and the ministére des 
Communautés culturelles et de 
Immigration. 

The government also intends to 
implement its plan of action on the 
participation of women in scientific 
and technological fields. A committee 
with representatives of the ministére 
de l’Enseignement supérieur et de la 
Science, the ministére de la Main- 
d’ceuvre et de la Sécurité du revenu, 
the Secrétariat a4 la condition fémi- 
nine, the Conseil du statut de la 
femme du Québec, and women’s 
groups have put forward a plan which 
is now under study. 

Quebec will continue to partici- 
pate actively in the joint Canada- 
Quebec committee responsible for 
overseeing the Canada-Quebec agree- 
ment covering the Canadian Jobs 
Strategy and the National Institu- 
tional Training Program. The com- 
mittee has been assigned the task of 
analyzing the impact of Canadian 
Jobs Strategy eligibility criteria on 
access to training in educational insti- 
tutions, especially for women. Quebec 
does not want eligibility criteria to 
prevent women from meeting their 
training needs. It has already relaxed 
the criteria for a number of target 
groups, such as women from cultural 
communities and native women, and 
is more aware of the needs of women 
farmers. 


To further facilitate the integra- 
tion of immigrants, especially women, 
the government intends to improve 
access to French courses. To this end, 
it will continue to provide French 
language programs aimed especially 
at immigrants who are not destined 
for the labour market. Quebec also 
intends to improve the living condi- 
tions of social assistance recipients, 
low-income earners and the heads of 
single-parent families. Special atten- 
tion is being given to women in these 
situations, with a view to helping 
them gradually become economically 
self-sufficient. 

The government intends to main- 
tain and improve its programs to 
increase the employability of social 
assistance recipients and the heads of 
single-parent families. Several of 
these programs are designed to facili- 
tate the resumption of studies and, as 
a result, they increase access to fur- 
ther vocational training. Quebec will 
continue to analyze the problems 
experienced by various clienteles with 
a view to removing the obstacles they 
encounter in resuming their studies. 
The government will also assist low- 
income earners with, among other 
things, child care expenses, as stipu- 
lated under the recently introduced 
APPORT program. 

Quebec will continue to develop 
integrated training programs adapted 
to the needs of women farmers, to 
enable them to obtain vocational 
training. It will also pursue its efforts 
to make training programs more 
readily accessible to women farmers, 
including the provision of financial 
assistance. 

Quebec also plans to pursue the 
implementation of its voluntary equal 
opportunity program for women in 
the private, public, parapublic and 
municipal sectors, a very important 
phase of its three-year plan and its 
1987-88 and 1988-89 plans of action 
on the Status of Women. Similarly, it 
intends to maintain the contractual 
obligation pertaining to equal oppor- 
tunities. 


The government has already 
undertaken studies on the relation- 
ships between, and consequences of, 
various types of work arrangements 
on the lives of women. It has begun to 
examine the female labour force in 
relation to labour standards and con- 
ditions prevailing in the labour mar- 
ket. The government is about to 
implement a new policy respecting 
child care services, which should 
ensure that Quebec parents receive 
high-quality, flexible, diversified ser- 
vices tailored to their needs. Voca- 
tional training is not directly involved 
in these analyses, which stem from 
the government’s concern with recon- 
ciling work and family responsibili- 
ties, but these two issues are comple- 
mentary. Access to the labour market 
by women must be facilitated so that 
they can take full advantage of the 
training they receive. 
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December 1988 


I. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 

The Ministry of Skills Develop- 
ment is exploring ways to use the 
Change Agent Program of the 
Ontario Women’s Directorate to pro- 
mote awareness and change attitudes 
regarding women’s participation in 
skilled occupations. 


b) Educational and Training 
Programs 


i) Counselling 


Special Projects Fund (Ministry 
of Skills Development): A project has 
been funded with Durham College of 
Applied Arts and Technology to pro- 
vide career guidance to unemployed 
Franco-Ontarian women to assist 
them in re-entering or advancing in 
the labour market. 

Job Search Skills Program (Min- 
istry of Education): Job Search Skills 
Program package of computer video 
and joint resources will be introduced 
to schools in the 1988-89 school year. 
The Student Guidance Information 
System (SGIS), in micro version, is 
part of this package of resources. All 
resources encourage young women 
and are free of sex role stereotyping. 

The Association of Professional 
Engineers of Ontario’s pamphlet and 
brochure have been translated by the 
Ministry and will be distributed to all 
schools. The materials promote engi- 
neering as a career for young women. 

Entrepreneurship (Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Technology): A 
program has been undertaken in col- 
laboration with the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate to study and promote 
entrepreneurship among women from 
the ethnocultural community. 


Counselling Course for Settle- 
ment Workers (Ministry of Citizen- 
ship): A pilot training program was 
initiated in May-June, 1988. Twenty 
settlement workers (a majority are 
women) received training to upgrade 
their skills to assist immigrant settle- 
ment and integration. The curriculum 
and training process was developed to 
provide a basis for further training 
and initiatives in this area. 


11) Non-traditional training 
and apprenticeship 
Apprentice Tool Fund (Ministry 

of Skills Development): Ontario is 

reducing financial barriers for new 
apprentices through the provision of 
grants, varying by occupational sec- 
tor, to offset the cost of their tools. 

Apprenticeship — New Formats 
(Ministry of Skills Development): 
Innovative training techniques, such 
as providing all in-school training at 
the outset of an apprenticeship train- 
ing program, are being implemented 
to foster increased participation by 
women who may require essential 
skills and a theoretical base before 
seeking a placement in industry. A 
proposal is being developed to initiate 
10 community-based pilot programs 
to provide counselling and referral 
services to assist women into appren- 
ticeship. 

Apprenticeship — New Skilled 
Occupations (Ministry of Skills 
Development): A new course for 
women apprentices in precision metal- 
cutting trades is being developed. A 
major study identifying key oppor- 
tunities and strategies for increasing 
the participation of women in appren- 
ticeship programs is currently under 
review. 


ili) Learning environment 


Special Project Fund (Ministry 
of Skills Development): Models for 
learning projects are being funded to 
co-ordinate the development of 
resource materials that will aid com- 
munity-based organizations in design- 
ing and delivering curriculum for 
underrepresented groups. 

Employment Equity Incentive 
Fund (Ministry of Colleges and Uni- 
versities): The Fund will extend to 
1990 in Ontario’s colleges. The Incen- 
tive Fund does not specify a target for 
women in community colleges. 

Affirmative Action Committee 
(Ministry of Colleges and Universi- 
ties): The college system Affirmative 
Action Committee has changed its 
name to the College Committee on 
Equity in Education and Employ- 
ment. 


iv) Teaching programs 

and aids 

Special Project Fund (Ministry 
of Skills Development): A project has 
been funded to produce a pre-voca- 
tional learner’s manual, to improve 
basic reading and writing skills of 
immigrant women. 

The Formative Years, 1975 
(Ministry of Education): The govern- 
ment statement of curriculum policy 
for primary and junior divisions of the 
elementary schools, first published in 
1975, is currently being renewed to 
reflect current philosophy and prac- 
tices. The issues of sex equity, includ- 
ing equity issues related to computer 
technology, will be addressed in the 
several documents to be published. 


Science in Primary and Junior 
Education, A Statement of Direction, 
1986 (Ministry of Education): A 24- 
point action plan has been launched 
to renew the teaching of science in 
kindergarten through grade 6. This 
initiative recognizes that girls require 
more encouragement and improved 
opportunity for studying science. The 
action plan has resulted in numerous 
professional development activities for 
teachers and an emphasis on the role 
of the woman teacher in promoting 
science. 

Science is Happening Here, 1987 
(Ministry of Education): A recently 
published curriculum document 
recognizes that girls need encourage- 
ment to participate in science and 
that all resources must be bias-free. 

Ontario Women in Scientific and 
Technical Fields (Ministry of Educa- 
tion): An inventory of women who 
can visit schools to discuss their role 
in science is to be released in both 
French and English in the fall of 
1988. 


c) Access to Training 
i) Funding/Allowance 


Canada Training Allowance 
(Ministry of Skills Development): A 
discussion paper proposes that the 
federal and provincial governments 
establish a more rational system for 
providing income support to adults 
undertaking long-term, off-the-job 
training. 

Futures (Ministry of Skills 
Development): Training allowances 
have been increased and eligibility 
requirements amended to ensure that 
more employment-disadvantaged 
young people can access pre-employ- 
ment preparation (PEP) services. 
PEP provides individual counselling, 
social and job search skills, academic 
upgrading and basic vocational skills. 

Ontario Special Bursary Plan 
(Ministry of Colleges and Universi- 
ties): This plan provides financial 
assistance to persons returning to 
post-secondary studies, on a part-time 
basis, to acquire marketable skills. 


Ontario Student Assistance Pro- 
gram (Ministry of Colleges and Uni- 
versities): Grants and/or loans are 
provided to full-time and part-time 
post-secondary students. 


ii) Scheduling 

The following programs are 
offered with flexible hours, thereby 
increasing women’s access. 

Technicians/Technologists 
Updating Program (Ministry of Skills 
Development): The skills of Ontario’s 
technicians and technologists are 
updated through tuition-free courses 
in areas of emerging technology. 

Transitions (Ministry of Skills 
Development): Recently laid-off 
workers, 45 years of age and over, are 
provided with a $5,000 training credit 
redeemable through either a public or 
private training institution or through 
employers. The credit is available to 
those who have become unemployed 
during the past six months because of 
plant closure, work shortage or busi- 
ness failure. 


iii) Language training 

Study of English as a Second 
Language/French as a Second Lan- 
guage Programs (ESL/FSL) (Minis- 
try of Skills Development): In line 
with discussions by Labour Market 
and Status of Women Ministers on 
immigrant women’s access to the 
labour market, the Ministry is com- 
missioning a study of ESL/FSL train- 
ing programs in Ontario and develop- 
ing a Client profile. 

Special Project Fund (Ministry 
of Skills Development): A project has 
been funded to develop an innovative 
approach to teaching English as a 
Second Language and computer skills 
concurrently. 


English/French as a Second 
Language — Newcomers Language 
Orientation Classes (NLOC) (Minis- 
try of Citizenship): Grants to organi- 
zations have increased by 37 percent 
in 1987-88. Grants are for the provi- 
sion of language, orientation and 
citizenship learning opportunities 
accessible to all immigrant adults 
regardless of length of residence in 
Canada. Learning emphasizes English 
or French fluency, with orientation, 
citizenship and English as a second 
language literacy components. Child 
care is supported. Approximately 70 
percent of the learners enrolled in 
these’ programs are women. 


iv) Marketing 

The Ministry of Skills Develop- 
ment is producing 26 public service 
announcements, in conjunction with 
the Secretary of State, to increase 
public awareness of literacy in the 
Francophone community. These mes- 
sages are not directed specifically at 
women but are intended to increase 
access for all. 

The Ministry is also publishing 
an issue of Canadian Woman Stud- 
ies/les cahiers de la femme devoted to 
literacy programs designed for 
women. 


v) Courses in remote and 
northern communities 


Northern Ontario Relocation 
Program (Ministry of Skills Develop- 
ment): A strategy is being developed 
to encourage support from unions and 
employers for the government’s com- 
mitment to employment equity and 
apprenticeship training in construc- 
tion projects associated with this pro- 
gram. The Northern Ontario Reloca- 
tion Program is assisting in the 
recruitment and selection of women 
and native apprenticeship candidates. 
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vi) Pre-training and 

bridging programs 

Ontario Community Literacy 
Grants (Ministry of Skills Develop- 
ment): These grants provide support 
to community-based organizations for 
program delivery, regional networks 
and referral services and projects that 
enhance the provision of literacy 
training. 

Special Project Fund (Ministry 
of Skills Development): Funding has 
been provided for a bridging program 
designed to provide isolated immi- 
grant women with a link between pre- 
employment services such as language 
training, counselling and upgrading 
and entry to the labour market. 

Social Services Employment 
Program (SSEP) (Ministry of Com- 
munity and Social Services): Up to 12 
months of full-time employment is 
offered in non-profit agencies for 
single parents and disabled social 
assistance recipients who are job- 
ready. Approximately 86 percent of 
program participants are women. 

Employment Support Initiatives 
(ESI) (Ministry of Community and 
Social Services): Intensive pre- 
employment counselling, vocational 
counselling and job search-placement 
assistance are offered to single par- 
ents and social assistance recipients 
entering the labour market or upgrad- 
ing or participating in skill training. 
Approximately 99 percent of program 
participants are women. 

Community Economic Develop- 
ment (CED) (Ministry of Community 
and Social Services): This is a demon- 
stration entrepreneurial program for 
social assistance recipients to develop 
local businesses that combine a range 
of services including self-employment 
training, work experience in commu- 
nity-run businesses, job-related train- 
ing and financial assistance, including 
child care services for social assist- 
ance recipients. 


II. Data Collection and 
Evaluation 


Interministerial Committee on 
Adult Basic Literacy (Ministry of 
Skills Development): A government- 
wide computerized data base and an 
action plan are being developed to 
allow for ongoing review of literacy 
services and needs. 

Employment Opportunities Pro- 
gram (EOP) (Ministry of Community 
and Social Services): Comprehensive 
assessment of employment programs 
carried out over a three-year period 
and reported in 13 separate studies. 

Documentation and Interminis- 
terial Committee on Second Lan- 
guage Training (Ministries of Citi- 
zenship, Skills Development, 
Education and Colleges and Universi- 
ties): The Ministries of Colleges and 
Universities and Education, in consul- 
tation with Skills Development, Citi- 
zenship and the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate, are documenting the 
nature of second-language training in 
Ontario. The Ministry of Citizenship 
will strike an interministerial working 
group to review the findings of these 
surveys in order to plan for language 
training delivery in Ontario and 
address needs and issues in this area. 
Gender will be a key variable in this 
analysis. 
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PROGRESS REPORT 


SUBMITTED BY 


MANITOBA 
December 1988 


Economic equality for women has 
now been on the agendas of five con- 
secutive First Ministers Conferences, 
beginning with the February 1985, 
conference in Regina. Joint strategy 
papers have been developed and the 
implementation of Towards a Labour 
Force Strategy: A Framework for 
Training for Women is now under 
way. Labour Market Ministers and 
Education Ministers have joined Min- 
isters Responsible for the Status of 
Women in examining the labour force 
strategy, initiating further research 
and developing strategies for joint 
action. 

Such a widening of the effort is 
indicative of the complex web of fac- 
tors involved in examining economic 
equality between women and men. 
However, certain factors are central: 
education and training are critical to 
the achievement of equality, since 
skills and knowledge ensure a flexible 
and responsive workforce, which in 
turn creates a healthy and balanced 
economy. 

Yet opportunities remain limited 
for some groups, for a wide variety of 
reasons. Wherever possible, govern- 
ments must examine their own areas 
of responsibility to ensure not only 
adherence to principles of fairness 
and equality of opportunity but also 
the redressing of past wrongs and the 
removal of historical impediments to 
participation. 

The Government of Manitoba has 
set for itself a new and comprehensive 
policy agenda that acknowledges the 
close connection between social and 
economic policy. Education and train- 
ing are key components of this 
agenda. Especially in this age of rapid 
technological and social change, a 
well-trained labour force is the best 
possible investment in the future. 
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Both men and women must enjoy 
the full range of opportunities for 
training and retraining if this invest- 
ment is to pay dividends in decades to 
come. Estimates are that by the year 
2000, 50 percent of the labour force 
will be female. It is, therefore, crucial 
that barriers to female participation 
in training be removed so all members 
of the labour force are prepared to 
meet the economic challenges to 
come. 

Strategies for achieving economic 
equality cannot be undertaken by one 
jurisdiction in isolation. Co-operation, 
consultation and joint action are 
necessary if this goal is to be 
achieved. Manitoba is committed to 
working towards this goal. 


I. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


The following are brief descrip- 
tions of new or expanded Manitoba 
initiatives in education, training, and 
access programs. 


a) Community Colleges 


Manitoba community colleges are 
offering a variety of new or expanded 
programs designed specifically for 
women. 

Keewatin Community College, 
The Pas, has developed a training 
program, Women in Non-Traditional 
Occupations. Pre-employment Car- 
pentry for Women is also offered. 

Assiniboine Community College, 
Brandon, is offering a new course in 
business entrepreneurial skills for 
women, designed to prepare unem- 
ployed or underemployed women to 
start their own businesses or to suc- 
ceed in the business world. A Women 
in Trades course is being offered for 
the first time in 1988-89; after a 


three-week orientation program, par- 
ticipants are streamed into the regu- 
lar, 10-month trades program of their 
choice and are provided with an ongo- 
ing support system. 

Two other programs are in the 
developmental stage — Basic Hor- 
ticulture for Native Women and 
Bridging Program for Farm and 
Rural Women. The main objective of 
the latter course is to provide the 
support services that will let farm and 
rural women overcome the barriers to 
successful participation in education, 
training and off-farm employment. 

Red River Community College 
(RRCC), Winnipeg, established the 
Department of Women’s Programs 
and Services in the fall of 1988. This 
Department now provides all pro- 
grams and services to women includ- 
ing non-traditional programs. The 
Department will also ensure liaison 
with the community to identify 
women’s educational needs and share 
information and resources that would 
help meet those needs. All RRCC 
publications now contain information 
about all women’s programming. A 
sexual harassment policy has also 
been developed. 

Articulation between the full- 
time and part-time (extension) pro- 
gram has also been achieved so that 
diploma-level training can be taken 
on a part-time basis. 


b) New Careers Program 

The New Careers program, with 
a budget of $3.9 million, is developing 
a component that promotes the train- 
ing of women in non-traditional occu- 
pations. A training program for truck 
drivers will have a number of women 
participate, and other similar training 
programs are being negotiated. 


c) Single Parent Job Access 

Program 

The Single Parent Job Access 
Program provides counselling, place- 
ment and support, including child 
care funding, for participants who are 
in 12-week pre-employment programs 
or are gaining up to six months of on- 
the-job experience. The Program will 
be expanded, and it is expected that 
about 750 single mothers will partici- 
pate in 1988-89. 


d) Technical Training 

The Manitoba Technical Train- 
ing Centre (MTTC) has the objective 
of providing and enhancing skills in 
the areas of computer and related 
skills through the use of computer- 
assisted and individualized learning. 
It has two programs, funded under 
the Canadian Jobs Strategy, which 
are aimed at women. One is the 
Microcomputer Repair Technician 
course, which has a goal of training 
12 women to repair, maintain and 
service microcomputers. Another is 
the Industrial Automated Training 
Program (IATP), which has the goal 
of training 12 women to work in 
industrial automation. Both programs 
are considered non-traditional 
because the existing workforce has a 
low representation of women. 


e) Distance Education 

Network 

The Distance Education Network 
provides an infrastructure that 
includes facilities for audio telecon- 
ferencing, computer messaging and 
document transmission, and video 
production. These facilities can be 
used by community colleges or others 
to expand the number of clients who 
can be served. 


One program using the network is 
the Child Care Training Program 
operated by Red River Community 
College. It is upgrading 115 women in 
15 sites from Child Care Worker I to 
Child Care Worker II. Under provin- 
cial regulations, a proportion of child 
care workers in each day-care centre 
must be at the II level or higher. So 
this training is essential if these 
women are to realize their employ- 
ment potential. 

Another program, currently in 
the concept phase, will see the 
upgrading of nurses having an RN 
designation to the BN level through a 
distance education program. Given 
changes in licensing and trends in 
current hiring, this training will allow 
nurses to maintain or enhance their 
status in the labour force. Also, a 
“critical skills” program for regis- 
tered nurses focusing on the provision 
of services in remote communities is 
being developed and will be offered by 
Red River Community College. 


SD Science and Technology 
Courses 


The Distance Education and 
Technology Branch of Manitoba 
Education is supporting the develop- 
ment and piloting of high school 
courses in science and technology. 
These courses will be available to 
students (many of whom are women) 
in rural and northern centres where, 
because of lack of enrolment or teach- 
ing expertise, they would otherwise 
not be available. Examples of these 
courses are Physics 200, Calculus 305 
and Computer Science 305. 


g) Literacy Programs 

Most adult participants in provin- 
cially supported, part-time, commu- 
nity-based literacy courses are 
women. The model used and 
resources allocated to each project 
provide for child care and transporta- 
tion allowances for students, where 
needed, to increase the opportunity 
for women to participate. This pro- 
gram provides the basic academic 
skills for entry to further education 
and training. 

A pilot program initiated during 
this past year provided Franco- 
Manitoba women with small group 
instruction in basic French grammar. 
The community-based sponsor was 
able to provide the required support 
services in conjunction with other 
programs that it operated. 


h) Student Aid 


The Manitoba Student Aid pro- 
gram provides grants to students on 
social assistance who meet specified 
criteria under the SOSAR program 
(Special Opportunities for Social 
Allowance Recipients). Although 
gender is not considered in the need 
assessment, most SOSAR partici- 
pants are female. The number of 
grants increased to 255 in 1987-88. 


i) Winnipeg Core 

The Winnipeg Core Area Initia- 
tive is funded through the tripartite 
agreement between the federal, pro- 
vincial and municipal governments to 
revitalize the inner city of Winnipeg. 
The objective of the Employment and 
Training Program is to increase the 
participation of core area residents in 
employment and training opportuni- 
ties, with priority given to the long- 
term unemployed, the underem- 
ployed, new entrants and re-entrants 
to the labour force. 


Target percentages are set annu- 
ally for women, natives, disabled 
persons and visible minorities. 
Women’s participation overall is 50 
percent. The emphasis is on helping 
people get jobs in the private sector. 
The Program has achieved and main- 
tained an overall completion rate of 
82 percent in its training programs, 
with 90 percent of graduates in the 
occupational programs securing paid 
jobs. 


II. Future Plans 


The following initiatives were 
forecast in the July 21, 1988 Speech 
from the Throne in the Manitoba 
Legislative Assembly: 

—a Task Force on Literacy was 
established in anticipation of the 
United Nations International Liter- 
acy Year, 1990-91; 

—training programs will be enhanced 
to improve the employability of 
single parents and social assistance 
recipients; 

—resources will be increased for dis- 
tance education in rural and remote 
areas of the province; and 

—a Women’s Initiative Consulting 
Committee was formed to meet 
with women’s organizations, service 
providers and the public throughout 
Manitoba to discuss a review of 
government services and programs 
for women. The Initiative Report, 
scheduled for release March 8, 
1989, is expected to contain recom- 
mendations addressing women’s 
training and education needs. 

All these initiatives will signifi- 
cantly help women increase their 
access to training and re-training and 
their long-term employability. 
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The Government of Saskatche- 
wan is committed to achieving eco- 
nomic equality for women. Increased 
opportunities for training and educa- 
tion will provide women with the 
skills they need to prosper in a chang- 
ing labour market. 

Saskatchewan’s commitment is 
evident in both past initiatives and 
future strategies. Saskatchewan has 
already implemented several progres- 
sive programs that promote the par- 
ticipation of women in training. We 
will continue our work to increase the 
representation of women in leadership 
roles and to diversify the enrolment of 
women in training and education 
programs, thereby improving substan- 
tially the economic situation of 
women. 


I. Highlights 


During 1987-88, Saskatchewan 
implemented or continued several 
important initiatives which promote 
and support the education and train- 
ing of women. 

A new approach to skill training 
was developed with the merging of 
the four technical institutes and four 
urban community colleges to form the 
Saskatchewan Institute of Applied 
Science and Technology under the 
direction of a board of governors. The 
Institute, in co-operation with busi- 
ness and industry, will be able to 
respond quickly to changing require- 
ments in the labour market, thus 
enhancing employment opportunities 
for its graduates. 


The Literacy Council launched a 
volunteer-based Literacy Program. In 
the past year, approximately 
$800,000 was spent on 13 programs 
delivered by literacy organizations, 
regional colleges and the Saskatche- 
wan Institute of Applied Science and 
Technology to over 800 participants. 
In addition, the Literacy Council 
initiated a public awareness campaign 
on literacy and established the Sas- 
katchewan Literacy Foundation to 
raise and allocate funds for literacy 
activities. The Council also recom- 
mended the development of special 
programs or the adaptation of existing 
programs to enhance learning oppor- 
tunities for women with special needs. 

In response to public demand for 
greater accessibility to education 
programs, particularly in rural and 
northern areas, a Distance Education 
Council was formed to ensure a co- 
ordinated approach to the delivery of 
high-quality and cost-effective pro- 
grams throughout the province. Based 
on the Council’s recommendation, 
grants from the Education Outreach 
Fund have been used to enhance the 
Saskatchewan Tele-Learning Associa- 
tion (STELLA) network, which can 
deliver programs to as many as 29 
sites within Saskatchewan. 

The government established a $3 
million Education Outreach Fund to 
provide the resources necessary to 
offer university and Institute courses 
in smaller centres. In 1987-88, the 
Fund was used to support distance 
education initiatives, the literacy 
campaign and northern training pro- 
grams. 


A joint federal-provincial-indus- 
try study of Saskatchewan’s Appren- 
ticeship Program was completed in 
1987. As one of its major components, 
the study examined the participation 
of women in apprenticeship training 
and made a number of recommenda- 
tions to increase the representation of 
women and other groups within the 
program. 

Saskatchewan Education con- 
tinued its strong encouragement to all 
sectors of the education system to 
increase the participation of women in 
non-traditional programs and occupa- 
tions. The Saskatchewan Institute of 
Applied Science and Technology is 
developing education and employment 
equity plans for its female students 
and employees. In addition, A Brief 
by the Minister of Education: The 
Year Ahead pointed to the low num- 
ber of women in management posi- 
tions within the kindergarten-to- 
grade-12 system and encouraged the 
use of special measures at all levels to 
improve their representation. 

Saskatchewan Human Resources, 
Labour and Employment developed a 
new publication, Focus on Your 
Future. Directed at young people in 
grades 9-12, the publication provides 
career and job search information and 
encourages the development of a non- 
stereotyped approach to career plan- 


ning. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 

Saskatchewan Education will 
expand its current policy and guide- 
lines on gender equity within the 
kindergarten-to-grade-12 curriculum 
to promote greater awareness, at both 
the departmental and local level, of 
the need for equitable treatment of 
males and females in curriculum and 
instructional materials. The revised 
policy and guidelines will be con- 
sidered as part of the province’s major 
core curriculum development and 
implementation process. 

The Department of Education is 
committed to increasing the number 
of women in management positions at 
publicly funded educational institu- 
tions. 

A provincial conference will be 
held early in 1989 to raise awareness 
of equity issues within the educational 
system, such as attitudinal barriers 
and strategies to promote more equi- 
table participation of female students 
and employees. 

Saskatchewan Education has 
established an employment equity 
plan as part of a government-wide 
initiative approved by the Saskatche- 
wan Human Rights Commission. The 
Department’s Executive Committee 
also serves as its Employment Equity 
Committee, to demonstrate strong 
commitment to the plan at the senior 
level. 


b) Education and Training 
Programs 


1) Counselling 


All Saskatchewan universities, 
Saskatchewan Institute of Applied 
Science and Technology campuses 
and regional colleges provide counsel- 
ling services. 


In 1987-88, a new Student 
Development and Career Resources 
Unit with responsibility for both the 
kindergarten-to-grade-12 and post- 
secondary sectors was established 
within the Department of Education 
to provide leadership and co-ordina- 
tion for counselling services through- 
out the education system. 

Crossroads, an automated system 
with information on training and 
education opportunities throughout 
the province, is now available at the 
four campuses of the Saskatchewan 
Institute of Applied Science and 
Technology, the regional colleges and 
some school divisions. 

Focus On Your Future, a news- 
letter developed by the Women’s 
Directorate, contained career and 
labour market information and was 
distributed to all secondary school 
students within the province. It 
included a section outlining women’s 
changing role in the labour force. 

Saskatchewan Education will 
ensure that gender equity is con- 
sidered an integral part of kinder- 
garten-to-grade-12 career education 
curriculum development and of the 
delivery of student development ser- 
vices. 


ii) Learning environment 


There is an ongoing commitment 
to provide training that suits the 
varied needs of adult students in Sas- 
katchewan through such approaches 
as learning centres, alternative course 
formats and delivery methods, flexible 
admission requirements and remedial 
programming. 

The provincial conference on 
women in education, to be held in 
1989, will address important elements 
within the learning environment for 
women such as student-teacher inter- 
action, curriculum and instructional 
materials, sexual harassment and role 
models for women in non-traditional 
occupations. 


iii) Non-traditional training 
and apprenticeship 
Pre-trades and pre-technology 

courses are offered at regional col- 

leges and the Saskatchewan Institute 
of Applied Science and Technology. 

An equity plan will be established 
within the province’s apprenticeship 
program to increase the participation 
of women and other groups. A steer- 
ing committee made up largely of 
employers, tradespeople, and target 
group representatives will oversee the 
development and evaluation of the 
plan. 

Saskatchewan Education is com- 
mitted to increasing the number of 
women in non-traditional trades and 
professions. The Saskatchewan Insti- 
tute of Applied Science and Tech- 
nology is developing and implement- 
ing education and employment equity 
plans. 

An employment equity plan 
approved by the Saskatchewan 
Human Rights Commission to 
increase the number of women in non- 
traditional programs has been in place 
at the Wascana Campus of the Sas- 
katchewan Institute of Applied 
Science and Technology since 1985. 

Employment and Immigration 
Canada, Human Resources, Labour 
and Employment and Saskatchewan 
Agriculture developed programs 
designed to improve the management 
abilities of farmers. Directed toward 
farm couples and farm women, two 
courses will provide intensive training 
and counselling in farm management 
techniques. 


iv) Teaching programs and 
aids 


The provincial Adult Basic Edu- 
cation curriculum is currently being 
revised. 

The Wascana and Woodlands 
campuses of the Saskatchewan Insti- 
tute of Applied Science and Tech- 
nology deliver competency-based 
learning programs which promote 
greater accessibility and flexibility for 
female students. 


Two programs funded by the 
Vocational Rehabilitation of Disabled 
Persons Program have been developed 
to provide increased educational 
opportunities for persons with 
disabilities. The Wascana Campus 
of the Saskatchewan Institute of 
Applied Science and Technology will 
continue to offer a Community Based 
Career Skill Development Program to 
assist persons with disabilities in gain- 
ing the skills necessary for competi- 
tive employment. This program will 
be offered through the regional col- 
lege system in the future. In addition, 
the University of Saskatchewan has 
provided a one-month Educational 
Assessment Orientation Program to 
prepare students with disabilities for 
post-secondary education. 

A departmental committee is 
examining exit criteria from the kin- 
dergarten-to-grade-12 system and 
entry criteria for the post-secondary 
system. The committee is also review- 
ing the content of Adult Basic Educa- 
tion, General Educational Develop- 
ment and secondary level programs to 
determine equivalency among these 
programs. 


c) Access to Training 
1) Funding and allowances 


Single parents, overwhelmingly 
women, are eligible for extra financial 
assistance under the special incentives 
component of the Saskatchewan Stu- 
dent Loan Program. A significant 
proportion of the loan is forgiven for 
students who successfully complete 
their courses. 

The Interest Write-Down Pro- 
gram provides a subsidy equivalent to 
writing down a student’s loans to six 
percent over three years of a standard 
repayment period. This program is in 
effect for loans taken for courses 
starting between May 1, 1986 and 
July 31, 1989. 


As of 1987-88, the Saskatchewan 
Student Loan Program provides stu- 
dents with up to $145 per week in 
addition to what is available under 
the Canada Student Loan Program. 
Approximately half of that amount 
may be eligible for forgiveness. 


11) Foreign credentials 


There have been no recent 
developments in this area because of 
the requirements of the various 
professional associations. 


ili) Scheduling 

Many adult education programs 
are available on a part-time basis, 
including a range of evening pro- 
grams, skill development and career 
education programs. The government 
is committed to scheduling training 
and education programs to suit the 
particular needs of adults, including 
single parents. 


iv) Language courses 


Citizenship preparation classes 
and occupational English programs 
are offered as demand warrants by 
the Saskatchewan Institute of 
Applied Science and Technology and 
regional colleges. Tutoring is offered 
through colleges. 


v) Marketing 


Extensive publicity in the form of 
direct mail and newspaper, radio and 
television advertisements was under- 
taken following the creation of the 
Saskatchewan Institute of Applied 
Science and Technology, to inform 
the public of the new structure and 
the range of programs available at its 
four campuses. 

The Literacy Council launched a 
province-wide awareness campaign 
regarding literacy around the themes 
Volunteer for Literacy and Write On 
Read On. 


vi) Courses in remote and 
northern communities 


The Distance Education Council 
was formed to ensure a co-ordinated 
approach to the delivery of high- 
quality, cost-effective programs 
throughout the province. 

Eight regional colleges now serve 
the rural areas of southern Saskatche- 
wan. In addition to providing adult 
literacy training, they focus on deliv- 
ering university and institute pro- 
grams on an extension basis. 

The Northlands College serves 
the northern part of the province. Its 
mandate emphasizes the delivery of 
employment-related training. 

A northern education task force 
was established to review the educa- 
tion system in Northern Saskatche- 
wan, giving particular attention to the 
accessibility and suitability of cur- 
riculum and instructional materials. 

Funds allocated from the Educa- 
tion Outreach Fund in 1987 allowed 
the Saskatchewan Skills Extension 
Program, which provides decentral- 
ized delivery of institute-based credit 
training throughout the province, to 
offer 35 additional courses to approxi- 
mately 400 students. 

The Northern Training Program 
offers skill training and adult basic 
education services for northern resi- 
dents. 

A Native Career Services Divi- 
sion has been established within the 
Saskatchewan Institute of Applied 
Science and Technology under the 
joint management of the Institute and 
the Gabriel Dumont Institute of 
Native Studies and Applied Research. 
The Division will provide programs 
both on and off campus, including 
referral services, counselling, tutoring, 
preparatory and certificate program- 
ming and orientation sessions for 
native students. 


Support for native training pro- 
grams includes: 

—funding for the Gabriel Dumont 
Institute to provide educational and 
training services for Métis and non- 
status Indians; 

—funding for the Saskatchewan 
Indian Federated College, a liberal 
arts and professional college for 
people of native ancestry; and 

—funding for the Non-Status Indian 
and Métis Program to help persons 
of native ancestry upgrade their 
academic skills and obtain employ- 
ment-related training. 


vii) Pre-training or bridging 
programs 

Adult Basic Education is pro- 
vided through the Saskatchewan 
Institute of Applied Science and 
Technology and the regional colleges. 
Students can be sponsored through 
Canada Employment Centres, the 
Saskatchewan Skills Development 
Program, the Non-Status Indian and 
Métis Program, the Northern Train- 
ing Program and the Department of 
Indian and Northern Development. 
Non-sponsored students are eligible 
for assistance under the Saskatche- 
wan Student Loan Program. 

The Saskatchewan Skills 
Development Program provides aca- 
demic and skill training opportunities 
as well as career counselling to 
individuals on social assistance (50 
percent cost-recoverable from the 
federal government). 

The Bridging Program for 
Women is offered by the Wascana 
Campus of the Saskatchewan Insti- 
tute of Applied Science and Tech- 
nology. It provides counselling, 
upgrading, career planning, entre- 
preneurial-business training and work 
placement. 


III. Data Collection and 
Evaluation 


Statistics on women’s participa- 
tion in training programs are main- 
tained on an ongoing basis by Sas- 
katchewan Education and post- 
secondary institutions in the province. 


The effectiveness of programs in 
increasing employment opportunities 
for women is regularly assessed in the 
evaluation of all departmental pro- 
grams. An in-depth review of the 
province’s apprenticeship program 
was conducted in 1987-88. 

Saskatchewan Education has 
developed a new student information 
system which will provide more accu- 
rate and comprehensive data than is 
currently available on enrolments by 
gender and program. 


IV. Future Plans 


Saskatchewan Education will 
develop more comprehensive gender 
equity policy and guidelines for the 
development and evaluation of cur- 
riculum and instructional materials at 
the kindergarten-to-grade-12 level. 
Implementation of the policy and 
guidelines will be supported through 
in-service activities at both the 
departmental and local levels. Addi- 
tional materials will be developed to 
reduce sex-role stereotyping, for 
example, and to encourage girls to 
consider the wide range of career 
opportunities available to them. 

A provincial conference will be 
held early in 1989 to raise awareness 
of gender equity issues within the 
education system and of strategies 
that institutions can implement to 
promote more equitable participation 
of female students and employees. 

Saskatchewan Education will 
release a discussion paper on the sta- 
tus of female students and employees 
throughout the province’s education 
system. The paper will outline barri- 
ers to women’s equitable participation 
and propose strategies to promote 
equity. The paper will present some 
options for action at the institutional 
and governmental levels and conclude 
with a description of some of the 
major issues surrounding the achieve- 
ment of gender equity in the educa- 
tion system. 


A conference was held in Novem- 
ber 1988, to discuss important trends 
and issues related to apprenticeship 
training. Sessions on promoting 
greater participation of women and 
other groups in the apprenticeship 
program will be included. 

An equity plan will be developed 
within the province’s apprenticeship 
program to increase the participation 
of women and other groups. 

A second edition of Focus On 
Your Future will be developed by the 
Women’s Directorate and distributed 
to students in grades 7, 8 and 9. 

Literacy campaign: 

—The Saskatchewan Literacy 
Project: IBM PALS, a national 
demonstration project for IBM’s 
Principle of Alphabet Learning 
System, was launched in September 
1988. This program, which will cost 
$2.5 million over three years, is 
designed to improve the reading 
and writing skills of 5,000 people 
and to complement volunteer-based 
literacy programs. IBM is making a 
significant contribution to the 
project through the donation of 
equipment and technical services 
valued at $800,000. 

—TIn 1988-89, the Literacy Council 
will allocate approximately 
$800,000 to volunteer-based pro- 
grams, public awareness activities 
and a Northlands College program 
to meet the needs of persons of 
native ancestry in northern Sas- 
katchewan. 

Community outreach policy: 
—The $3 million Education Outreach 

Fund will provide support for, 
among other programs, the Sas- 
katchewan Literacy Campaign, 
distance education and northern 
training initiatives. 

—The Distance Education Council 
will, among other activities, con- 
tinue the development of the Sas- 
katchewan Tele-Learning Associa- 
tion network toward its goal of 
establishing SO receiving sites 
throughout the province. 


—The government will continue dis- 
cussions with the universities on the 
feasibility of developing a common 
first- and second-year arts and 
science curriculum. 

Saskatchewan Education will 
develop a departmental policy and 
action plan to increase the accessibil- 
ity of the post-secondary education 
system to adults with disabilities. 


Labour Force Strategy for Women 


Inventory of Saskatchewan Policies and Programs 


Recommendations 


Fostering partnerships with the 
private and voluntary sectors to 
advance women’s economic 
equality. 


Undertaking a co-ordinated 
series of public education 
initiatives designed to change 
stereotypical attitudes about 
women’s roles in the labour 
force. 


Current Policy/ 
Program 


An equity plan is being devel- 
oped within the province’s 
apprenticeship program to 
increase the participation of 
women. 


Women and Business confer- 
ences have been held in major 
centres in Saskatchewan over 
the past four years to encour- 
age and assist women in busi- 
ness and as potential entre- 
preneurs. 


Saskatchewan Education has 

implemented several initiatives 

to improve equity for girls and 
women in the education sys- 
tem. These initiatives include 
strategies to change stereotypi- 
cal attitudes about women: 

—The Women in Education 
Conference will be held in 
January 1989. 

—The Department encourages 
all publicly funded adult 
education institutions to 
develop proposals for 
appointing women to man- 
agement positions. 

—The Saskatchewan Institute 
of Applied Science and 
Technology (SIAST) is 
developing an education and 
employment equity plan to 
increase representation of 
women in non-traditional 
occupations and programs. 


Revision of existing sex equity 
policy and guidelines within 
the kindergarten-to-grade-12 
curriculum. Development of 
materials to reduce sex-role 
stereotyping and to encourage 
girls to consider the range of 
career opportunities available 
to them. 


Human Resources, Labour and 
Employment developed a new 
publication, Focus on Your 
Future, for distribution in 
schools. It provides career 
information for boys and girls 
and stresses the opportunities 
available to all young people. 
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Objectives 


To encourage employers to hire 
and train female apprentices. 


To raise awareness of issues 
related to women in education 
and to improve representation of 
women in management and in 
non-traditional positions and 
fields of study. 


To address stereotyping in teach- 
ing material from kindergarten 
to grade 12. 


To inform young people of 
career options and to broaden 
the career objectives of young 
girls. 


Date Introduced / 
Revised 


September 1988 


June 1985 


April 1988 


Currently 


Within the 12 months. 


April 1988 


Recommendations 


Providing counselling as part 
of any training program. 


Implementing initiatives to 
increase the number of women 
in apprenticeship programs. 


Increasing the number of 
women in training programs 
for non-traditional jobs 
through an aggressive market- 
ing and information campaign 
aimed at new candidates. 


Current Policy / 
Program 


Saskatchewan has allocated 
$75,000 for a Hire Saskatche- 
wan campaign which will 
emphasize the abilities of 
women, natives and persons 
with physical disabilities. 


Counselling services are pro- 
vided by Saskatchewan univer- 
sities (two), SIAST campuses 
(four), and regional colleges 
(eight). 


The Student Development and 
Career Resources Unit pro- 
vides leadership, co-ordination 
and support for counselling 
services within the kinder- 
garten-to-grade-12 and post- 
secondary systems. 


Crossroads, an automated sys- 
tem with information on train- 
ing and education opportuni- 
ties throughout the province, is 
now available through SIAST, 
regional colleges and some 
school divisions. 


An equity plan is being devel- 
oped within the apprenticeship 
program to increase the par- 
ticipation of women. 


Pre-trades and pre-technology 
training programs for women 
are provided through SIAST 
and some regional colleges. 
The Saskatchewan government 
has women-in-management 
initiatives designed to increase 
the number of women manag- 
ers. 


The Apprenticeship and 
Women in Education Confer- 
ences sponsored by Saskatche- 
wan Education will raise 
awareness of non-traditional 
employment opportunities for 
women. 
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Objectives 


To improve the public under- 
standing of the ability of women, 
natives and persons with physi- 
cal disabilities to work in non- 
traditional areas and to be self- 
supporting. 


To provide counselling services. 


To provide system-wide leader- 
ship and co-ordination of coun- 
selling services. 


To improve access to timely and 
accurate career information. 


To improve equity for women in 


the trades. 


To provide women with orienta- 
tion to non-traditional jobs as a 
potential occupational choice. 


To increase public awareness of 


opportunities available to women 


in non-traditional occupations. 


Date Introduced / 
Revised 


Fall 1988 


Currently 


Currently 


April 1988 


September 1988 


Currently 


November 1988 


January 1989 


Recommendations 


Ensuring that training program 
materials and resources reflect 
the cultural backgrounds and 
economic circumstances of 
women. 


Establishing more flexible 
training programs and modular 
packages, and accommodating 
part-time workers attempting 
to upgrade their skills. 


Current Policy/ 
Program 


Employment and Immigration 
Canada, Saskatchewan Human 
Resources, Saskatchewan 
Labour and Employment, 
along with Saskatchewan 
Agriculture have developed 
courses in farm management 
for husband and wife teams 
and for farm women exclu- 
sively. These two courses are 
designed to improve the man- 
agement abilities of farmers, 
with special emphasis on 
engaging farm women ina 
more direct management role. 


The provincial Adult Basic 
Education curricula are being 
revised. 


A Native Career Services Divi- 
sion has been established in the 
Saskatchewan Institute of 
Applied Science and Tech- 
nology under the joint manage- 
ment of the Institute and the 
Gabriel Dumont Institute of 
Native Studies and Applied 
Research. It will provide pro- 
grams on and off campus for 
students of native ancestry. 


Several school divisions have 
established, at the request of 
the Saskatchewan Human 
Rights Commission, education 
equity plans for students of 
native ancestry. The plans 
include the integration of 
native materials into the cur- 
riculum. 


The Community Education 
Branch of Saskatchewan Edu- 
cation develops curriculum and 
instructional mateials which 
promote the inclusion of native 
content within the kinder- 
garten-to-grade-12 curriculum. 


The Wascana and Woodland 
campuses of the Saskatchewan 
Institute of Applied Science 
and Technology deliver compe- 
tency-based learning (CBL) 
programs. 


Date Introduced / 


Objectives Revised 
To improve the management Fall 1988 
ability of farmers, particularly of 
farm women. 
To improve the responsiveness of | Currently 


curricula to different learner 
needs and requirements. 


To increase the participation and October 1987 
retention of all persons of native 

ancestry within the Saskatche- 

wan Institute of Applied Science 


and Technology. 


To increase the retention rate for Currently 
students of native ancestry 
within the kindergarten-to- 


grade-12 system. 


To promote cross-cultural Currently 
awareness and the retention of 


students of native ancestry. 


To improve accessibility for Currently 
part-time learners and others 
who could be excluded by sche- 


duling problems. 


Recommendations 


Ensuring that language courses 
are standard components of 
training programs for immi- 
grants and native women. 


Undertaking initiatives to over- 
come difficulties immigrant 
women face in getting recogni- 
tion of foreign credentials. 


Marketing of training pro- 
grams for women, with special 
emphasis on reaching women 
in rural and isolated areas, in a 
manner sensitive to different 
cultures and languages. 


Current Policy / 
Program 


Citizenship preparation classes 
and occupational English pro- 
grams are offered on a needs 
basis in community colleges. 
One-to-one tutoring in English 
as a second language is offered 
through colleges. 


Handled on an institution-by- 
institution basis. 


Eight regional colleges serve 
the rural areas of southern Sas- 
katchewan. They emphasize 
the delivery of university and 
technical institute programs on 
an extension basis. The Sas- 
katchewan Skills Extension 
Program will continue to be 
used to deliver credit courses 
throughout the province. 


The Northlands College serves 
the northern area of the prov- 
ince. It emphasizes the delivery 
of employment-related training 
to northern residents. 


The Education Outreach Fund 
supports education and train- 
ing initiatives in rural and 
Northern Saskatchewan. 


The Distance Education Coun- 
cil ensures a co-ordinated 
approach is taken to the 
development and delivery of 
cost-effective, high-quality pro- 
grams throughout the province. 


The Northern Training Pro- 
gram offers skill training and 
Adult Basic Education pro- 
grams to northern residents. 


Objectives 


To improve access to adult edu- 
cation and training opportunities 
for rural residents. 


To improve access to adult edu- 
cation and training opportunities 
for northern residents. 


To provide additional funds to 
offer training and education pro- 
grams in rural and Northern 
Saskatchewan. 


To co-ordinate education out- 
reach and advise on programs 
and policies. 


Date Introduced/ 
Revised 


October 1987 


October 1987 


April 1987 


October 1987 


Currently 


Recommendations 


Providing, where necessary, 
pre-training or bridging pro- 
grams, particularly in literacy, 
numeracy and pre-employment 
skills, so women can gain 
access to regular training pro- 
grams. 


Maintaining statistics on train- 
ing activities to let government 
monitor women’s participation. 


Current Policy/ 
Program 


Support for native training 

programs includes: 

—funding for the Gabriel 
Dumont Institute to enhance 
educational and training 
services for Métis and Non- 
Status Indians; 

—funding for the Saskatche- 
wan Indian Federated Col- 
lege, a liberal arts college for 
people of native ancestry; 
and 

—funding for the Non-Status 
Indian and Métis Program 
to help persons of native 
ancestry upgrade academic 
skills and obtain employ- 
ment-related training. 


Adult Basic Education is pro- 
vided through SIAST and the 
regional colleges. Students can 
be sponsored through Canada 
Employment Centres, the Sas- 
katchewan Skills Development 
Program, the Non-Status 
Indian and Métis Program, the 
Northern Training Program 
and the Department of Indian 
and Northern Development. 
Non-sponsored students are 
eligible for assistance under the 
Saskatchewan Student Loan 
and Bursary Program. 


The Saskatchewan Skills 
Development Program provides 
career counselling, academic 
and skill-training opportunities 
to individuals on social assist- 
ance (50 percent cost-recover- 
able from the federal govern- 
ment). 


The Bridging Program for 
Women offered by SIAST, 
Wascana Campus, provides 
counselling, upgrading, career 
planning, entrepreneurial/busi- 
ness and work placement. 


The Literacy Council oversees 
a province-wide, volunteer- 
based literacy program. 


Statistics on women’s partici- 
pation in training programs are 
maintained on an ongoing basis 
by Saskatchewan Education 
and post-secondary institutions 
in the province. 


Objectives 


To provide opportunities and 
support for individuals who need 
basic skills and academic 
upgrading to enter higher educa- 
tion programs. 


To enhance the employability of 
social assistance recipients. 


To assist women in developing 
career plans, finding employ- 
ment and accessing training pro- 
grams. 


To reduce adult illiteracy 
through a broad-based, sus- 
tained effort. 


To monitor the current status of 
women in training and changes 
over time. 


Date Introduced / 
Revised 


Currently 


Currently 


1984/85 


1985/86 


September 1987 


Currently 


Recommendations 


Evaluating all bridging or pre- 
paratory programs to assess 
their role in the training 
strategy. 


Reviewing admission criteria 
for training courses with low 
female participation. 


Reviewing data to ensure that 
equality in education and 
training measures are bringing 
about lasting change in the 
economic situation of women. 


Current Policy/ 
Program 


Saskatchewan Education has 
developed a new student infor- 
mation system which will pro- 
vide more accurate and com- 
prehensive data than current 
systems on enrolments by gen- 
der and program. 


Effectiveness of programs in 
increasing employment oppor- 
tunities for women is regularly 
assessed in evaluation of all 
departmental programs. A 
joint federal-provincial-indus- 
try review of the apprentice- 
ship program was conducted in 
1987. It made many recom- 
mendations to increase the par- 
ticipation of women and other 
groups. 


An equity plan will be estab- 
lished within the province’s 
apprenticeship program to 
increase the participation of 
women. The plan’s steering 
committee will review the pro- 
gram’s admission criteria. 


Saskatchewan Education is 
preparing a discussion paper on 
the participation of female stu- 
dents and employees within the 
education system; it will 
include statistical analysis. 


The Women’s Directorate has 
prepared statistical informa- 
tion providing an overview of 
the present status of Saskatch- 
ewan women, including educa- 
tional levels, participation in 
the labour force and other eco- 
nomic indicators. 
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Date Introduced / 


Objectives Revised 


To provide more accurate and 
comprehensive data on program 
enrolment. 


Currently 


August 1987 


To identify and eliminate barri- 
ers to the equitable participation 
of women in apprenticeship 


September 1988 


training. 
Currently 
Currently 
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Recommendations 


Developing a provincial 
employment equity plan. 


Current Policy/ 
Program 


Saskatchewan has received 
approval from the Human 
Rights Commission for an 
Employment Fairness Plan for 
all management and profes- 
sional positions within the pro- 
vincial civil service. 


The Human Rights Commis- 
sion has approval for an 
interim employment fairness 
plan which applies to all 
employees covered by the Sas- 
katchewan Government 
Employees Union. These two 
plans affect 97 percent of the 
employees in the Saskatchewan 
Public Service. A plan which 
will apply to employees covered 
by CUPE 600 is currently 
being negotiated. 


The government has set in 
place an Employment Fairness 
Steering Committee, composed 
of deputy ministers, and 
employment fairness commit- 
tees in each department. 


Date Introduced / 
Objectives Revised 


To increase the participation of November 1988 
women, natives and persons with 

physical disabilities in out-of- 

scope positions. 


PROGRESS REPORT 
SUBMITTED BY 


ALBERTA 
December 1988 
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I. Highlights 


As a result of commitments made 
at the 1985 First Ministers’ Confer- 
ence and in preparation for the 1986 
First Ministers’ Conference, Alberta 
developed a plan of action to enhance 
opportunities for women in education 
and training. 

Premier Getty announced the 
highlights of the Alberta plan at the 
1986 First Ministers’ Conference: 
—Initiatives will be introduced to 

ensure that teachers, counsellors 
and other educators are aware of 
obstacles that affect the education 
and training of girls and women. 
Awareness of the changing roles of 
women, and of new career oppor- 
tunities available to them, will be 
increased. 

—In order to encourage girls to con- 
sider a wider range of career alter- 
natives, particularly in non-tradi- 
tional occupations, programs to 
provide role models and work 
experience in non-traditional occu- 
pations will be developed. 

—Student financial assistance pro- 
grams will be monitored to ensure 
that amounts provided do not 
inhibit women’s participation in 
training. 

—In recognition that immigrant 
women, women re-entering the 
workforce, and others may need 
special assistance before they can 
pursue post-secondary training, 
programs such as academic upgrad- 
ing, vocational preparation, job 
readiness and language training 
will continue to be available. 


—The costs of education and train- 
ing, the scheduling of courses and 
various program requirements have 
been identified as barriers to 
women. Work will take place in co- 
operation with post-secondary insti- 
tutions to determine where changes 
in admission requirements, course 
scheduling, and opportunities for 
part-time study can be made to 
increase accessibility. 

—New efforts will be made to ensure 
that necessary materials, support 
mechanisms, and introductory 
programs are developed at the post- 
secondary level to encourage 
women to consider training for non- 
traditional occupations. 

—The Government of Alberta will 
increase career development oppor- 
tunities for women in the public 
service. Strategies involving job 
rotations and women’s career 
development will be implemented. 
Facilities to provide skill and apti- 
tude assessments, career counsel- 
ling, and career information will be 
enhanced. 

—Other awareness campaigns, aimed 
at employers and the public at 
large, will focus on the changing 
roles of women in our society and 
on increasing career opportunities 
for women. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


Following Premier Getty’s 1986 
announcement of the Alberta plan to 
enhance educational opportunities for 
women, and in response to the 19 
recommendations of the paper, 
Towards a Labour Force Strategy: A 
Framework for Training for Women, 
a series of strategies was developed, 


along with an implementation plan, to 
address these commitments. High- 
lights of the activities undertaken in 
1987 were contained in Alberta’s 
progress report to First Ministers in 
November 1987. In 1988, work has 
continued on the implementation of 
measures contained in the Framework 
for Training. 


a) Changing Attitudes 

The Women’s Secretariat, in co- 
operation with Alberta Education and 
Alberta Career Development and 
Employment, has introduced a role 
model program called Stepping 
Stones for students at the junior and 
senior high school levels. The pro- 
gram is intended to help young 
women and men become more aware 
of the many career and educational 
options available to them and of 
women’s changing role in society. 
Stepping Stones gives students a 
chance to meet with women from a 
wide variety of jobs and fields of 
study, particularly in areas where 
women are under-represented. 

Beginning in January 1988, Step- 
ping Stones was tested in six Edmon- 
ton junior high schools. An evaluation 
report prepared by Alberta Education 
documents a most successful field test 
in which students, teachers and role 
models alike were enthused about and 
responsive to the program. Most also 
indicated that they would like to be 
further involved in Stepping Stones. 


The response of women interested 
in serving as volunteer role models 
has been tremendous. Approximately 
300 women are now listed in the role 
model registry and more than 500 
have expressed interest in participat- 
ing in the Program. During the sum- 
mer of 1988, an implementation plan 
was developed for expanding the Pro- 
gram to other areas of Edmonton and 
to Calgary. Future considerations will 
include the development of a strategy 
for expanding Stepping Stones to all 
areas of Alberta. 

The Women’s Career Resources 
Program, under Alberta Career 
Development and Employment, was 
established in November 1986. Its 
primary purpose is to increase the 
participation of women in training 
and employment programs by 
influencing career counsellors and 
other career practitioners who 
interact with women making career 
decisions. This is achieved through 
the provision of information and con- 
sulting services, and through in-ser- 
vice training workshops. 

During the Program’s first 
months of operation, a resource centre 
was established for use by career 
practitioners in both the public and 
private sectors. Materials include 
books, reports, manuals and periodi- 
cals, along with an audio-visual col- 
lection of films, slide-tape presenta- 
tions and cassettes. 

An in-service training program 
was developed for the staff of Alberta 
Career Development and Employ- 
ment. The materials prepared for this 
program, including guides, workbooks 
and evaluation instruments, are avail- 
able to all career practitioners. 

A Rural Women and Small Busi- 
ness Workshop is also under develop- 
ment in response to an expressed need 
from several rural groups. The Work- 
shop is being developed in modular 
form so it can be adapted to the par- 
ticular needs of any group or instruc- 
tor. 


Women’s Career Resources 
undertook a study of career develop- 
ment agencies and services in Alberta, 
to develop agency profiles and assess 
resource and service needs. The 
development of resource kits for 
career practitioners based on this 
survey is planned. 

A new publication, Directions: A 
Woman's Guide for Returning to 
Work, was designed as an information 
handbook for women re-entering the 
workforce. It describes programs and 
opportunities in four areas: education, 
on-the-job training, self-employment 
and the labour market. Directions was 
published in late 1988. 

A government-sponsored study 
was undertaken to survey employer 
attitudes to the hiring and promotion 
of women in non-traditional occupa- 
tions. Employers in the science/tech- 
nology, professional/managerial and 
trades areas were interviewed. Survey 
results show that there are individual, 
systemic and attitudinal factors 
standing in the way of increased par- 
ticipation by women in non-tradi- 
tional occupations. A number of new 
initiatives are being planned by the 
government, including public aware- 
ness campaigns, to address these fac- 
tors. 

Alberta Education’s Tolerance 
and Understanding audit procedures 
for school materials is currently being 
re-examined. Dealing with sex-role 
stereotyping will remain a significant 
part of this procedure, and Alberta 
Education will continue to monitor 
success in this area. 

In addition to the work being 
done by the Curriculum Branch of 
Alberta Education, the Alberta Cor- 
respondence School will ensure that: 
—all its course materials contribute 

to a positive and non-stereotyped 
image of females; 

—Tolerance and Understanding cri- 
teria are applied to course materials 
and resources selected to support 
the course materials; and 


—gender development considerations, 
interests and potential career pat- 
terns are reflected in course 
materials. 

The Native Teachers Resource 
Committee (Native Education 
Project) is also addressing the Toler- 
ance and Understanding criteria that 
apply to sex-role stereotyping. 

The processes used by Alberta 
Education to develop achievement 
tests and diploma examinations 
include attention to Tolerance and 
Understanding criteria regarding sex 
roles and sex stereotyping. In the 
humanities, for example, the reading 
selections in the English and French 
language arts tests and examinations 
will represent a balance of male and 
female points of view, characters, 
interests and roles. As well, art work 
is designed to show both males and 
females in non-stereotypical contexts. 
Other tests and examinations are 
developed within this same frame- 
work. 


b) Education and Training 
Programs 


Alberta Career Development and 
Employment has hired an Equity 
Manager, Apprenticeship and Trades 
Certification Branch, to develop 
initiatives to increase the participa- 
tion of women, natives and visible 
minorities in apprenticeship trades. 
The focus of activities over the next 
two years will be to: 

—address the barriers which prevent 
entry to employment (a necessary 
criterion for entering an apprentice- 
ship program); 

—promote awareness and provide 
orientation to the trades; and 

—ensure that individuals with special 
needs in the apprenticeship system 
have the support they require to be 
successful. 


Life Careers is a major theme in 
the mandatory elementary health 
program and the junior high health 
and personal life skills program. 
Careers and the World of Work is a 
major theme in the new senior high 
school Career and Life Management 
course, which will be mandatory for 
students in 1989-90. The Alberta 
Education booklet Alternatives: 
Charting Your Own Course was dis- 
tributed during Canada Career Week 
in 1987. This booklet, produced with 
the assistance of the Alberta 
Women’s Secretariat, encourages 
students to be aware of how sex-role 
stereotyping limits their choices for 
the future. 

Through school evaluations, the 
regional offices of Alberta Education 
are striving to: 

—ensure that males and females have 
equal access to programs in voca- 
tional education, home economics 
and computers; 


—identify learning resources that 
contain bias or stereotyping and 
suggest suitable replacements; and 

—monitor the emphasis placed on 
development of self-image and 
career awareness in the health 
program in grades | to 9. 

Alberta Education is continuing 
to consult with post-secondary institu- 
tions regarding appropriate entrance 
requirements in relation to the new 
senior high school program and 
graduation requirements, especially in 
the science area. 

Current plans and policies that 
guide the design, development and 
validation of programs of study from 
Early Childhood Services to grade 12 
ensure that information on the nature 
and needs of the learner is taken into 
account. 


The Curriculum Branch is 
developing new guidelines for con- 
ducting reviews and needs assess- 
ments of programs. These will ensure 
that information about the develop- 
mental needs of boys and girls is 
applied to the design of new provin- 
cial curricula and will ensure that 
existing curriculum documents match 
the needs and abilities of students at 
different ages and stages of growth. 
As an example, the junior and senior 
high school physical education cur- 
riculum guide was revised so that it 
better reflects the needs of girls. 

Post-secondary institutions are 
taking initiatives to encourage women 
to enter training programs for non- 
traditional careers. The University of 
Alberta’s Task Force on Women in 
Scholarship, Engineering, Science and 
Technology (WISEST) annually 
organizes a summer program which 
enables high school girls to work on 
university science and engineering 
research projects. WISEST also spon- 
sors conferences for high school girls, 
to promote science and engineering as 
viable career choices for women. 

The University of Calgary has a 
faculty committee to advise on 
increasing the number of women in 
science. The committee participates in 
a program of school visits by female 
scientists, to provide role models and 
to encourage students to keep their 
options open by taking mathematics 
and science courses. 

Post-secondary institutions are 
also demonstrating a greater aware- 
ness of the status of women in the 
learning environment. The Universi- 
ties of Calgary and Alberta recently 
released the reports of Senate task 
forces set up to study employment 
trends and the status of academic 
women. 


c) Access to Training 


Alberta Career Development and 
Employment is currently reviewing 
apprenticeship programming with a 
view to increasing the participation of 
women and members of minority 
groups. 

It is also reviewing training pro- 
grams to devise a strategy to improve 
the effectiveness of adult basic educa- 
tion and academic upgrading pro- 
grams that are funded by both the 
provincial and federal governments. 


III. Data Collection and 
Evaluation 


In 1987 and 1988, the Student 
Evaluation Branch, Alberta Educa- 
tion, collected data on the achieve- 
ment levels of boys and girls on pro- 
vincial tests and examinations and 
prepared reports entitled Sex Differ- 
ences in Achievement Test and 
Diploma Examination Scores. 

Enrolments in senior high school 
subjects continue to be monitored by 
gender and are reported in Alberta 
Education’s annual report. 

Alberta Education plans to col- 
lect data by gender during the field 
testing of programs, where the need 
for such information is felt to be sig- 
nificant. These include the new junior 
high science program and the junior 
high health and personal life skills 
program. 

Gender as a variable has not been 
included routinely in Alberta Educa- 
tion research studies and program 
evaluations. However, this variable 


will be incorporated, as appropriate, 


in future studies and evaluations. 

Other relevant statistics are being 
reviewed by individual departments 
and by the Interdepartmental Com- 
mittee on Education and Training for 
Women. 


IV. Future Plans 


Future plans (together with an 
account of current policies and pro- 
grams) are set out in the following 
table. 


Labour Force Strategy for Women 
Inventory of Alberta Policies and Programs 


Recommendations 


Current Policy/Program 


Equality in Education and Training: A Framework for Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 


Governments will foster partnerships 
with the private and voluntary sectors 
to advance women’s economic equal- 


ity. 


Governments will undertake a co- 
ordinated series of public education 
initiatives designed to change 
stereotypical attitudes about women’s 
roles in the labour force. 


Currently, the fostering of relationships 
with the private and voluntary sectors 
has been approached on an ad hoc 
basis. Conferences on Women in Busi- 
ness, special presentations and other 
events have been sponsored. An 
employment equity position has been 
established in the Apprenticeship 
Branch of Alberta Career Development 
and Employment to encourage the 
placement of women and other desig- 
nated groups in the trades. 


Alberta Career Development and 
Employment, in co-operation with 
other departments, currently produces 
a wide range of career-related material 
to encourage Albertans to consider all 
careers. A series of posters specifically 
designed to help women consider non- 
traditional occupations was developed. 


Proposed Policy/Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


Alberta plans to continue this 
approach, as budgets allow. Informa- 
tion packages on equity issues and 
labour market trends will be developed. 


In the summer of 1988, the Women’s 
Secretariat initiated a Dialogue on 
Economic Equity for Women. 
Throughout the Dialogue, individuals 
and groups representing the full range 
of interests were asked to share their 
opinions on women’s economic equity 
and to suggest solutions to the prob- 
lems they perceive. The results will 
serve as an information base for the 
development of new provincial initia- 
tives. 


An Alberta action plan for education 
and training for women is currently 
being implemented. It emphasizes 
public education initiatives as critical 
for long-term and permanent change. 


A public awareness campaign aimed at 
employers will be developed by Alberta 
Career Development and Employment, 
based on survey work conducted to 
determine factors influencing the atti- 
tudes of employers who hire in non- 
traditional areas. 


A new Career and Life Management 
course designed for the secondary 
school system has been introduced. The 
material includes information on 
stereotyping as well as on career plan- 
ning and decision making. 


A work and family booklet is being 
developed by Alberta Career Develop- 
ment and Employment to address 
stereotypical attitudes and issues sur- 
rounding work and family responsibili- 
ties. 


Recommendations 


Proposed Policy/Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Current Policy/Program Fiscal Year 


A booklet for employers on recruitment 
and selection is being planned. It will 
cover hiring and promoting non-tradi- 
tional sources of labour. 


The processes used to develop achieve- Alberta Education’s Tolerance and 
ment tests and diploma examinations Understanding audit procedure for 
include attention to Tolerance and school materials is being re-examined. 
Understanding criteria regarding sex- Sex-role stereotyping issues will con- 
ual roles and sex stereotyping. In the tinue to be a significant part of this 
humanities, for example, the reading review, and Alberta Education will 
selections on the English and French continue to monitor success in this 
language arts tests and examinations area. 


will represent a balance of male and 
female points of view, characters, inter- 
ests and roles. As well, art work is 
designed to show both males and 
females in non-stereotypical contexts. 
Other tests and examinations are devel- 
oped within this same framework. 


A Career Planning Centre, Personnel 
Administration Office, has been estab- 
lished to provide individual, group and 
correspondence assistance to govern- 
ment employees in their own career 
planning. To facilitate realistic career 
planning, a Catalogue of Occupations 
in the Alberta Public Service has been 
provided to all departments. Personnel 
practitioners are provided with work- 
shops on career counselling to develop 
their abilities to assist employees with 
career planning. 


A Career Planning Assistance Guide- The Career Planning Assistance 
book has been developed for personnel Guidebook will expand and update a 
administrators in the Alberta public section on counselling women. 
Service. 


The Career Planning Resource Centre Further strategies will be developed to 


has expanded its collection and pro- keep Women’s Program co-ordinators 
vides 700 books and audio and visual up-to-date on current programs and 
programs to government employees. materials in career planning. 

Topics include management, career 

planning, personal development and The promotion and evaluation of career 
communication. The collection now planning programs for public service 
includes self-study packages on a var- employees will continue. 


iety of topics. 
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Recommendations 


b) Education and Training 
Programs 


i) Counselling 

All counselling will be nonsexist, free 
from prejudice and racial discrimina- 
tion and reflective of the changing 
nature of the modern labour market. 


Current Policy/Program 


A new audio/print correspondence 
career planning program is being pro- 
moted, with support services, for cli- 
ents. 


Human rights workshops are held for 
managers and supervisors to discuss 
various aspects of discrimination, 
including sexual harassment. 


Several initiatives are currently under 
way in the Women’s Secretariat, 
Alberta Education, and Alberta Career 
Development and Employment to 
ensure that both counselling and coun- 
selling materials are free of sex-role 
stereotyping and to encourage women 
to consider all career options available 
to them. 


Proposed Policy/Program 
- Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


A Job Satisfaction Workshop is cur- 
rently being developed and, once tested, 
will be available to employees seeking 
to enhance their job satisfaction. 


A program for Alberta junior and 
senior high school students, called 
Stepping Stones, has been developed to 
provide role models of women in non- 
traditional occupations. It was offered 
on a pilot basis in Edmonton beginning 
in January 1988, and was extended to 
other areas of the province in Septem- 
ber 1988. 


A publication called Directions: A 
Woman's Guide for Returning to Work 
was published in late 1988. It outlines 
training and education programs and 
services in the province for women in 
the labour force and tells them how to 
enrol. It will be distributed in Career 
Development Centres and will be pro- 
vided to women’s groups in the prov- 
ince. 


Workshops will continue to be offered 
to counsellors, consultants and educa- 
tors on employment barriers faced by 
women and on general labour market 
trends. 
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Recommendations 


Counsellors will make a special effort 
to educate female students on the 
importance of mathematics and 
science training in determining future 
career options. 


Counselling services will be available 
as part of any training program. 


ii) Initiatives in non-traditional 
areas 
Initiatives to increase the number of 
women in apprenticeship will be 
undertaken. Business and organized 
labour will be encouraged to establish 
new positions and to support the 
involvement of women in apprentice- 
ship. 


Current Policy/Program 


The Alberta Education booklet, A/ter- 
natives: Charting Your Own Course, 
was distributed during Canada Career 
Week in 1987. This booklet, produced 
with the assistance of the Alberta 
Women’s Secretariat, encourages stu- 
dents to be aware of how sex-role 
stereotyping limits their choices for the 
future. 


To date, Career Development Centres 
have delivered general counselling 
services and counsellors have been 
oriented toward the special counselling 
needs of women and girls. Programs 
such as the Youth Employment and 
Training Program have incorporated 
counselling wherever possible. Young 
people are given a workshop covering 
such topics as workplace expectations 
and career planning. 


Programs are offered to women in the 
Alberta public service on career plan- 
ning and preparing for job interviews. 
An information brochure, Preparing 
for the Management Interview, has also 
been developed. 


A new employment equity position has 
been established and staffed in the 
Apprenticeship Branch of Alberta 
Career Development and Employment 
to work on promoting female and 
minority group participation in appren- 
ticeship. 


Proposed Policy/Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


Life Careers is a major theme in the 
mandatory elementary health program 
and the junior high health and personal 
life skills program. Careers and the 
World of Work is a major theme in the 
new senior high school Career and Life 
Management (CALM) course which is 
mandatory for students in 1989-90. 


Initiatives are being developed to 
address the training and employment 
barriers that women face. The Depart- 
ment also intends to address this issue 
through a public awareness campaign. 


Recommendations 


The number of women in training 
programs for non-traditional jobs, 
including managerial, professional 
and decision-making positions, will be 
increased through marketing and 
information campaigns. 


iii) The learning environment 


Female instructors will be appointed 
in non-traditional areas wherever 
possible. 


Current Policy/Program 


Post-secondary institutions are taking 
initiatives to encourage women to enter 
training programs for non-traditional 
careers. The University of Alberta’s 
Task Force on Women in Scholarship, 
Engineering, Science and Technology 
(WISEST) annually organizes a sum- 
mer program which enables high school 
girls to work on university science and 
engineering research projects. WIS- 
EST also sponsors conferences for high 
school girls to promote science and 
engineering as viable career choices for 
women. The University of Calgary has 
a faculty committee to advise on 
increasing the number of women in 
science. The committee participates in 
a program of school visits by female 
scientists, to provide role models and to 
encourage students to keep their 
options open by taking mathematics 
and science courses. 


Workshops and pre-trades transitional 
programs are planned to promote the 
participation of women and other des- 
ignated groups in the trades. 


Instructors are hired by school boards 
or by board-governed post-secondary 
institutions. Government does not cus- 
tomarily intervene directly in hiring 
practices. 


Proposed Policy/Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


Post-secondary institutions will be 
encouraged to develop new initiatives 
and to continue and to expand existing 
ones that encourage women to train for 
non-traditional careers. 


A policy on career development for 
women has been developed for the 
Alberta public service. It describes the 
responsibilities of managers and their 
female employees and provides a num- 
ber of career development options such 
as bridging positions, job exchanges, 
secondments, career pathing and edu- 
cational assistance. 


Recommendations 


Instructors, counsellors, administra- 
tors and other academic staff will be 
made more aware of the barriers that 
women face in the workplace, and will 
be encouraged to assist women to 
consider the full range of occupations 
in planning a career. 


Governments will encourage educa- 
tional institutions to increase the 
representation of women in senior 
management and decision-making 
positions. 


Current Policy/Program 


Post-secondary institutions are demon- 
strating greater awareness of the status 
of women in the learning environment. 
The Universities of Calgary and 
Alberta recently released reports of 
Senate task forces set up to study 
employment trends and the status of 
academic women. 


The University of Alberta, in 1987, 
approved policy statements against 
discrimination by sex in hiring prac- 
tices, work assignments and remunera- 
tion, and it has established measures to 
prevent sex discrimination in academic 
appointments. A Faculty Enhancement 
Program to help academic units 
achieve a more equitable balance of 
male and female staff has been devel- 
oped, and a position of Equity Advisor 
to the President was established. 


Proposed Policy/ Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


Career counsellors, planning and train- 
ing officers, and other relevant practi- 
tioners in schools have been offered 
workshops on counselling girls and 
women and on how to deal with the 
barriers they face in entering the 
labour market. Post-secondary institu- 
tions are being encouraged to use these 
workshops as a resource for their coun- 
selling staffs. As well, Alberta Educa- 
tion’s Career and Life Management 
course is intended to encourage young 
women to consider the full range of 
career choices. 


Current plans and policies that guide 
the design, development and validation 
of programs of studies, from Early 
Childhood Services to grade 12, ensure 
that information on the nature and 
needs of the learner is taken into 
account. The Curriculum Branch of 
Alberta Education is developing new 
guidelines for conducting reviews/needs 
assessments of programs. These will 
ensure that information about the deve- 
lopmental needs of boys and girls is 
applied to the design of all provincial 
curricula. 


All curriculum documents are carefully 
reviewed to ensure that they match the 
needs and abilities of students at differ- 
ent ages and stages of growth. For 
example, the junior and senior high 
school physical education curriculum 
guide was revised so that it better 
reflects the needs of girls. 


Post-secondary institutions are being 
encouraged to continue and enhance 
their efforts to promote awareness of 
the special needs and concerns of aca- 
demic women and to increase the 
representation of women in non-tradi- 
tional areas and in senior decision- 
making positions. 


Recommendations 


iv) Training programs and aids 


Training program materials and 
resources will reflect the cultural 
backgrounds and economic circum- 
stances of women. 


Educational institutions will provide 
some combination of catch-up 
courses, foundation courses, pre-trade 
courses and distance education to 
improve women’s access to training. 


c) Access to Training 


Governments will ensure that funding 
for child care expenses, training 
allowances, accommodation allow- 
ances and transportation costs for 
trainees is adequate to enable women 
to undertake training. 


Governments will undertake initia- 
tives to overcome difficulties that 
immigrant women face in acquiring 
recognition of foreign credentials. 


Current Policy/Program 


The Women’s Career Resources Pro- 
gram, Alberta Career Development 
and Employment, has been established 
to train practitioners, educators and 
counsellors on how to deal with the 
specific training needs of women. An 
extensive resource centre has been set 
up to provide print and audio-visual 
materials to those designing training 
programs. A workshop for practitioners 
is being offered. 


Post-secondary institutions and school 
boards, particularly urban ones, pro- 
vide these types of courses to adult 
students. Enrolments in the Alberta 
Correspondence School have increased 
dramatically. Athabasca University, 
faculties of extension at other Alberta 
universities, and community consortia 
provide distance education opportuni- 
ties for adults. Community consortia 
are community organizations which 
contract with established post-second- 
ary institutions to provide post-second- 
ary education programs. 


Proposed Policy/ Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


A publication, Directions: A Woman's 
Guide for Returning to Work, which 
outlines training programs and finan- 
cial assistance available in the province, 
was published in late 1988. 


Alberta Career Development and 
Employment will promote the develop- 
ment and delivery of workshops, pre- 
trades transitional programs and other 
bridging initiatives to promote the 
participation of women and other des- 
ignated groups in the trades. 


Regular reviews of all programs and 
benefit levels will be conducted to 
determine the impact on women. The 
issue of coverage of part-time training 
and training for part-time employment 
is being examined. 


Limited initiation of technical language 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
is being undertaken. 


Recommendations 


The scheduling of training programs 
will be made more flexible. Govern- 
ments and institutions will consider 
developing modular training pack- 
ages, and institutions will be 
encouraged to accommodate part- 
time workers who are attempting to 
upgrade their skills. 


Language courses will be standard 
components of training programs for 
immigrant and native women. 


Information on training programs will 
be marketed to women, with special 
emphasis on reaching women in rural 
and isolated areas, and in a manner 
sensitive to different cultures and 
languages. 


Courses will be offered in remote and 
northern communities where appro- 
priate. 


Current Policy/Program 


These initiatives fall under the man- 
date of the board-governed institutions. 
In general, the institutions have been 
responsive to the need for offering 
labour-market-related training pro- 
grams in non-traditional formats. 


The province continues to commit 
substantial funding for English as a 
Second Language training. 


Through community consortia, the 
satellite campuses of many community 
colleges and community vocational 
centres and other distance education 
opportunities, many programs and 
courses are available to persons in 
remote or northern communities. 


Proposed Policy/Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


Apprenticeship programs are currently 
being reviewed with a view to increas- 
ing the participation of women and 
members of minority groups. 


Alberta Education continues to consult 
with post-secondary institutions regard- 
ing appropriate entrance requirements 
in relation to the new senior high 
school program and graduation 
requirements, especially in the sciences. 


Federal-provincial negotiations con- 
tinue regarding the funding of lan- 
guage and adult upgrading courses. 
Meanwhile, the Alberta Vocational 
Training Program will continue to 
ensure that, wherever possible, ESL 
needs are met. Also, Alberta Career 
Development and Employment is test- 
ing the delivery of several ESL training 
projects on industrial worksites. Special 
emphasis has been placed on the gar- 
ment industry, which employs large 
numbers of immigrant women. 


This will be pursued as outlined above 
in the response to the second recom- 
mendation under the heading Changing 
Attitudes. Because of budget restraints, 
the material developed may be more 
general in nature. 


Recommendations 


Governments will make provision, 
where necessary, for pre-training or 
bridging programs, particularly in 
literacy, numeracy and pre-employ- 
ment skills, so that women can have 
access to regular programs. 


Data Collection and Evaluation 


Statistics on training activities will be 
kept in such a way as to allow govern- 
ments to monitor women’s participa- 
tion and their success rates. 


Current Policy/Program 


Currently the community colleges 
(board-governed) and the vocational 
centres provide these types of pro- 
grams, based on demand. 


The Alberta Vocational Training 
(AVT) Program (Alberta Career 
Development and Employment) pro- 
vides funds to mount required pro- 
grams ad hoc at the institutions and 
provides training allowances to stu- 
dents. Approximately 80 per cent of 
the AVT budget of $28 million is spent 
on academic upgrading and pre-train- 
ing/employment courses. The majority 


of participants (65 percent) are women. 


Alberta Career Development and 
Employment funded the development 
and testing of a special entrepreneurial 
training program for women, and some 
post-secondary institutions are offering 
the course as part of their program- 
ming. 


Statistics are being collected on various 
demographic variables, including gen- 
der. 


Statistics are maintained on the num- 
ber of female employees in the Alberta 
public service who attend training 
programs sponsored by the Personnel 
Administration Office. 


Proposed Policy/ Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


A review of training programs is under 
way (Alberta Career Development and 
Employment) to devise a strategy to 
improve the effectiveness of adult basic 
education and academic upgrading 
programs which are funded by both the 
provincial and federal governments. 
See also b) ii). 


The relevant statistics will be reviewed 
by the individual departments and the 
Interdepartmental Committee on 
Women in Training. 


During 1987, the Student Evaluation 
Branch of Alberta Education collected 
data on achievement levels of boys and 
girls on provincial tests and examina- 
tions and prepared a report entitled 
Sex Differences in Achievement Test 
and Diploma Examination Scores 
(November 1987). A similar analysis 
was conducted in 1988. 


Alberta Education plans to collect data 
by gender during the field testing of 
programs where the need for such 
information is felt to be significant. 
These include the new junior high 
science program and resources for the 
junior high health and personal life 
skills curriculum. 


Recommendations 


There will be an evaluation of all 
bridging or preparatory programs, to 
assess their role in the training 
strategy. 


Admission criteria for training 
courses with low female participation 
will be reviewed. 


The data collected will be reviewed to 
ensure that equality in education and 
training measures are bringing about 
lasting changes in the economic situa- 
tion of women. 


Current Policy/Program 


Proposed Policy/Program 
Options for the 1988/89 
Fiscal Year 


Gender as a variable has not been 
included routinely in research studies 
and program evaluations. However, 
this variable will be incorporated, as 
appropriate, in future studies and 
evaluations. 


A review of training programs is under 
way (Alberta Career Development and 
Employment) to devise a strategy to 
improve the effectiveness of adult basic 
education and academic upgrading 
programs funded by both the provincial 
and federal governments. 


Formal correspondence has been sent 
to all post-secondary institutions com- 
municating the government’s position 
on training opportunities for women. 
Institutions have been told how they 
can access existing government 
resources and expertise in this area. 


Data will continue to be reviewed by 
the Interdepartmental Committee on 
Women and Training. 
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SUBMITTED BY 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


December 1988 


At their annual conference in 
November 1986, First Ministers 
endorsed the federal-provincial-terri- 
torial paper entitled Towards a 
Labour Force Strategy: A Frame- 
work for Training for Women. The 
paper recognizes that women face 
serious barriers to education and 
training, and identifies policy and 
program options to enable women to 
achieve equality in education and 
training. As part of this intergovern- 
mental initiative, annual progress 
reports from each province and from 
Canada were prepared and submitted 
to First Ministers at their annual 
conference in November 1987, and 
will be submitted on a yearly basis 


within the time frame of the initiative. 


The Government of British 
Columbia supports the Framework 
for Training initiative and submits 
with pleasure its report for 1987-88. 


I. Highlights 


Significant policies, programs 
and achievements directed specifically 
at women in 1987-88 included: 

—a wage-subsidy program for women 
entering non-traditional employ- 
ment; 

—a grants program to support 
women’s economic development 
initiatives. The projects supported 
include: 
¢ conferences on business owner- 

ship for women; 

¢ workshops on employment skills 
for immigrant women; 

¢ the preparation of a business 
directory to offer current listings 
of women in business; 

e workshops for native women on 
economic options; 

¢ an apprenticeship program in 
film assembly; and 

¢ a community mentorship pro- 
gram for women. 


—various programs to enhance the 
position of women in the public 
service. These programs have been 
developed and implemented either 
throughout the provincial govern- 
ment or on an ad hoc basis in 
individual ministries. They include 
career courses for women in the 
public service, mentoring programs, 
and the creation of job-sharing and 
bridging positions; and 

—links to women in the community 
and in the public service. These 
have been strengthened through the 
regular production and distribution 
of a Women’s Secretariat newslet- 
ter and by a variety of other means. 

Generic programs to assist 
women and men included: 

—wage subsidies to private sector 
employers hiring disabled persons; 

—short-term loans to students who 
create self-employment opportuni- 
ties; 

—wage subsidies to private sector 
employers employing recent gradu- 
ates; 

—non-repayable grants to students 
attending private training schools; 

—one-stop centres in which employ- 
ers and the public can obtain infor- 
mation on employment programs, 
training opportunities and educa- 
tional resources; and 

—various programs to assist persons 
receiving income assistance to pre- 
pare them for and help them enter 
employment. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 
Initiatives included: 
—co-sponsorship and funding of a 
number of workshops for women, 
aimed at enhancing the economic 
position of women; 


—co-sponsorship and funding of a 
series of Girls in Science workshops 
for school-age girls, to encourage 
them to prepare themselves for 
technological occupations by study- 
ing mathematics and science; 

—co-sponsorship and funding of 
workshops to assist elementary 
school teachers in teaching science 
and mathematics to young girls; 

—school visits by apprenticeship and 
training counsellors during which 
girls were encouraged to consider 
apprenticeship and training in the 
trades; 

—screening of primary and secondary 
school curricula to ensure against 
bias based on sex, religion and race; 
and 

—screening of apprenticeship training 
materials to ensure against sex bias. 


b) Educational and Training 
Programs 


1) Counselling 


Initiatives included: 

—continued provision of counselling 
in the apprenticeship training pro- 
gram, one objective being to 
encourage women to enter non- 
traditional occupations; 

—participation in a federal-provin- 
cial-territorial working group on 
counselling; 

—provision of employment counsel- 
ling, assessment, training and tech- 
nical aids to disabled persons; 

—continuing efforts to employ more 
women as apprenticeship training 
counsellors; and 

—use of computer technology to dis- 
seminate information on training, 
apprenticeship and educational 
programs. 


il) Non-traditional training 

and apprenticeship 

Initiatives included preparation 
and distribution of an orientation-to- 
trades-and-technology curriculum and 
resource guide with an emphasis on 
the needs of women. The guide identi- 
fies key elements necessary to all 
orientation programs for women in 
trades and technology and it is used in 
several career orientation courses for 
women in community colleges and 
institutes. 


ili) Learning environment 


Initiatives included: 

—continual expansion of post-second- 
ary co-operative education pro- 
grams. Some of these programs 
were created specifically to provide 
work exposure and job opportuni- 
ties for women entering non-tradi- 
tional occupations — the Engineer- 
ing Co-operative Program at the 
University of British Columbia, for 
example; and 

—a pilot program initiated by the 
Greater Victoria School District in 
a senior secondary school. One of 
its primary purposes is to expose 
young women to non-traditional 
occupations. 


iv) Teaching programs and 
aids 
Initiatives included: 

—use of distance education and com- 
puter technology for apprenticeship 
training modules. This allows the 
delivery of portions of these pro- 
grams in smaller centres and in the 
trainee’s own home; and 

—use of distance education and com- 
puter technology to allow more 
flexible delivery of other educa- 
tional programs, including training 
in English as a second language. 


c) Access to Training 


Initiatives included: 
—co-sponsorship and funding of lan- 
guage and skills training projects 

for immigrant women; 

—continuing pre-training programs 
for trades apprenticeships in com- 
munity colleges and institutes. The 
learning materials used in these 
programs have been screened for 
sex bias; 

—creation of additional one-stop 
centres which provide information 
on employment programs, training 
opportunities and educational 
resources; 

—continuing provision of funds to 
assist persons receiving income 
assistance to participate in employ- 
ment training programs and to 
obtain adult basic education, 
including the cost of fees, books, 
transportation, clothing and inci- 
dental expenses, depending on 
individual need; 

—an ongoing work-experience pro- 
gram for income assistance recipi- 
ents who wish to re-enter the job 
market; and 

—an increase in day-care subsidies to 
persons with low incomes in 1987. 
The income eligibility level was also 
raised, so more people are eligible 
to receive subsidies and the subsi- 
dies are higher. 


III. Data Collection and 
Evaluation 


Data on apprenticeships can cur- 
rently be broken down by sex, trade, 
wage levels and geographic area. 

Data on other employment and 
on-the-job training programs are not 
currently tabulated by sex, but this 
capability is being developed. 

Data on employment, education 
and training programs for persons 
receiving income assistance can cur- 
rently be broken down to indicate the 
approximate number of women par- 
ticipants. 


A data file is being developed 
which will be able to identify the 
number of women enrolled in all col- 
lege, institute and university pro- 
grams. This will make it possible to 
identify the number of women in non- 
traditional vocational programs at the 
colleges and institutes and in scien- 
tific and technical disciplines at the 
universities. 

Data on students enrolled in pri- 
mary and secondary schools can be 
broken down by subject area and by 
sex, 

An evaluation of the wage-sub- 
sidy program for women in non-tradi- 
tional employment was completed. 

A joint Canada-British Columbia 
study on apprenticeship was com- 
pleted. 


IV. Future Plans 


The day-care surcharge for any 
single parent who has received income 
assistance will be paid by the province 
for a one-year period following the 
parent’s coming off income assistance 
to take employment. 

A credit bank respecting post- 
secondary education is being estab- 
lished on a province-wide basis. Per- 
sons will be able to bank course cred- 
its received under various programs 
towards a post-secondary degree. The 
system incorporates credits obtained 
at foreign institutions, and criteria 
will be developed to attribute credit to 
other sources of learning, such as 
work experience. The program is 
being developed and implemented on 
a progressive basis; to date, 10 
degrees have been awarded. 

The types and locations of career 
courses offered to women in the pub- 
lic service will be increased. 

New one-stop centres which pro- 
vide information on employment, 
training and education programs are 
planned for six regions. 
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I. Highlights 


Virtually all the items in 
Towards a Labour Force Strategy. A 
Framework for Training for Women 
are included as action items in the 
document entitled Equality for 
Women: A Five Year Plan of Action 
1985-89 adopted by the Government 
of the Northwest Territories in 1985. 

Our Affirmative Action Plan for 
native people in the territorial public 
service has been in effect since 1985 
and has resulted in an annual increase 
of 10 percent in the number of perma- 
nent employees of aboriginal descent. 
Native women comprise approxi- 
mately 50 percent of this figure. A 
total of $3 million is spent annually 
on affirmative action; this money is 
spent on specialized training, educa- 
tion leave, in-service training and 
apprenticeship. Statistics on the pub- 
lic service show that 12.7 percent of 
employees at the senior management 
and decision-making levels are 
women. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


The Northwest Territories has 
made progress this year in the imple- 
mentation of aspects of the Frame- 
work for Training. 


a) Basic Adult Upgrading 

New funding arrangements allow 
for continued delivery of basic adult 
upgrading in some 40 communities, 
most of which are great distances 
from the regional centres. 


Statistics provided by the Bureau 
of Statistics, Government of the 
Northwest Territories, based on the 
1986 census, provide the following 
data: 

—58 percent of the population have 
less than grade 12; 

—34 percent of all women have less 
than grade 9; 

— 32 percent of all illiterate women 
(grade 9 or less) are aged 15 to 24; 
and 

—74 percent of all women have no 
post-secondary education. 

Achievements to date include the 
following: 

—Arctic College provides upgrading 
programs at the Iqaluit, Thebacha 
and Aurora campuses. Fifty stu- 
dents are enrolled. 

—Arctic College negotiated with 
Athabasca University to offer the 
first year of a general arts program 
in Yellowknife. 

—A program of student financial 
assistance for completion of corre- 
spondence courses from recognized 
institutions is available to women 
who are not able to travel to institu- 
tions of higher learning. 

—The Department of Education 
delivers an Adult Basic Education 
Program from grades 7 to 10 in 43 
communities across the Territories. 

—The Government of the Northwest 
Territories and Employment and 
Immigration Canada (EIC) share 
the costs of a program under the 
Employability Enhancement 
Agreement, which provides training 
and work experience to social 
assistance clients. The program has 
been delivered to over 160 persons 
in 23 communities. In addition, 11 
Job Entry Projects are funded by 
EIC, with most participants being 
women. 


—In total, 598 students are enrolled 
in programs of academic upgrading 
in the Territories, and opportunities 
for literacy training will be 
increased in the near future. 


b) Review of Educational 
Material to Eliminate Sex 
Stereotyping 


Screening takes place for sex 
stereotyping in all programs. 

The Department of Education 
has produced a manual, Guidance 
and Counselling Services in the NWT 
Schools. It has been distributed to all 
superintendents and guidance coun- 
sellors for comments. The manual 
advises counsellors of the importance 
of non-sexist career guidance. 


c) Trades 


Removal of sex stereotyping from 
the names of trades certified in the 
Northwest Territories is in process. 


d) Women in Non-Traditional 

Occupations 

Arctic College continues to pro- 
mote women in non-traditional occu- 
pations. Enrolment in non-traditional 
trades courses (carpentry, welding, 
heavy equipment operator, electrical, 
housing maintenance, mechanics) for 
1987-88 was four women and 450 
men. There is one female instructor in 
welding. 

The Department of Education 
exhibits information on non-tradi- 
tional roles during career shows. 

Brochures are distributed through 
guidance counsellors to encourage 
female students to consider training in 
non-traditional occupations. 

The Women’s Secretariat sent a 
participant to a conference called 
Surviving and Thriving: Women in 
Trades and Technology, held in Octo- 
ber 1988. 


The Department of Education 
has a $500,000 apprenticeship subsidy 
program to provide assistance to small 
employers who do not have the 
resources to pay the salaries of 
apprentices. The program provides 
higher levels of salary subsidy for 
aboriginal people and women in an 
effort to increase the proportion of 
these groups in the trades. 


e) Women in Small Business 


The Women’s Secretariat has 
provided encouragement and support 
by identifying financing programs 
and courses/workshops to assist 
women in business awareness. The 
Secretariat has also delivered work- 
shops to the communities. 

A joint project was undertaken by 
the Women’s Secretariat and the 
Department of Economic Develop- 
ment to determine needs and to 
develop strategies to meet them. 

A conference called Women 
Mean Business was a result of joint 
efforts by government and non- 
governmental agencies. A follow-up 
conference called Women Managing 
for Success was held in the fall of 
1988. 


SD Affirmative Action for 
Women 


A draft policy proposal for an 
affirmative action program for 
women within the Government of the 
Northwest Territories is awaiting 
ministerial approval. The Equal 
Employment Directorate is drafting 
guidelines and administrative proce- 
dures in anticipation of the approval 
of the policy. 

Native women are already cov- 
ered under the Native Affirmative 
Action Program; components of this 
program include removal of attitudi- 
nal and systemic barriers, hiring, 
training and promoting women. 


g) Early Childhood Education 

Program 

An Early Childhood Education 
Program has been developed by Arc- 
tic College and started in September 
1988 at the Iqaluit Campus. It is a 
two-year diploma program. Success- 
ful completion of one year will qualify 
a student as a day-care worker. A 
two-year diploma will qualify a stu- 
dent to be director of a day-care 
centre. 

This Program has been developed 
in modules to make delivery at the 
community level possible. 


h) Labour Demands 
Projections 


The Department of Education is 
developing a labour market system. 
The information provided by the sys- 
tem will enable departments to 
develop training programs to meet 
specific employment needs. 


i) Mathematics and Science 

Emphasis 

More females are enrolled in both 
mathematics and science courses in 
NWT high schools. There is a fairly 
equal distribution of male and female 
students in chemistry and physics. 

New textbooks and upcoming 
revisions of the mathematics and 
science programs reflect more aware- 
ness of stereotyping and careers. 


J) Women’s Resource 
Materials in High School 
Libraries 
Greater availability of informa- 

tion on options for women will have a 

long-term impact on the promotion of 

women in the workplace. A list of 
resources available from the Women’s 

Secretariat will be circulated to all 

superintendents, and it will serve as a 

reference for high school principals in 

the selection of library materials. 


A Career and Life Management 
Course was introduced in high schools 
this year. This will complement the 
positive image of women contained in 
the library materials. 

The Department of Education is 
developing a directive on school 
resources, which will identify the 
importance of including information 
relevant to the needs of young women. 


k) Mental Health Awareness 


Responsibility for mental health 
services has recently been transferred 
to the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. The Department of 
Health recognizes the need for mental 
health services and is actively working 
in the Inuvik and Kitikmeot regions to 
develop awareness of suicide and the 
ability to cope with it at the commu- 
nity level. 

Popular education workshops 
have been conducted for community 
residents, dealing with awareness of 
mental health, women’s issues and 
suicide. 


III. Future Plans 


The government will continue to 
promote and enhance the participa- 
tion of women in the labour force. 
Over the next year, activities will be 
undertaken in the following areas: 
—attitudinal issues, including mul- 
ticultural aspects and barriers; 

—the impact of illiteracy on the 
effectiveness of training, and 
options to improve literacy training 
for people with less than grade 7; 

—accessibility of training; and 

—workshops for teachers to positively 
promote mathematics and science 
and to develop awareness of harm- 
ful attitudes and barriers. 
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I. Highlights 


The Yukon government’s major 
initiative in the past year was Yukon 
2000, a process involving Yukoners in 
the development of a comprehensive 
economic strategy for the Territory. 

The significance for women of the 
Yukon 2000 process and final report 
has been a re-statement of the govern- 
ment’s commitment to achieving eco- 
nomic equality for women. In the 
coming year, government depart- 
ments will develop initiatives flowing 
from the Yukon 2000 goals. Not least 
will be those aimed at furthering 
equality in education and training. 

Economic development depart- 
ments led the Yukon 2000 process, 
but other departments are also 
involved. 

The Departments of Education, 
Health and Human Resources, the 
Public Service Commission and the 
Executive Council Office, as well as 
the Women’s Directorate, have all 
worked in the past year towards 
initiatives that would benefit women. 

This report highlights some of 
these initiatives. It also reports on 
specific actions already undertaken to 
promote equality in education and 
training and provides a brief overview 
of initiatives agreed to but not yet 
implemented. 


a) Child Care 


The Yukon continues to upgrade 
child care services. The program for 
providing direct operating grants to 
licensed child care centers and the 
child care capital development grant 
program continue. The new Yukon 
College facility opening this fall will 
have a child care center and a full- 
time training program for child care 
workers. 


The government’s goal is to help 
provide the best possible care for all 
Yukon children through a more flex- 
ible and responsive system. To that 
end, the government asked, through a 
community consultation process, for 
responses to eight basic principles of 
child care adopted by Cabinet to 
guide future development of child 
care policies and programs. This con- 
sultation is now complete and the 
government has begun the task of 
developing a comprehensive child care 
strategy to meet our present and 
future needs. 

The eight basic principles are: 

i) Quality: Child care services 
should maintain basic standards 
in programming, staff-child 
ratios, staff qualifications, 
health, safety and nutrition. 

ii) Parental Choice: The well-being 
of children is the parents’ 
responsibility. The choice of 
child care is a parental decision. 

iii) Accessibility: Services should be 
available to all families regard- 
less of income, employment 
status, or geographic location. 

iv) Affordability: Services should 
be affordable; cost should not be 
a barrier to access. 

v) Comprehensive service: A wide 
range of services should be 
available. A comprehensive 
child care program will provide 
for infants, pre-schoolers, 
school-age children and children 
with special needs. The range of 
service must consider the needs 
of shift work, part-time work, 
after-school care, etc. 

vi) Government Responsibility: It 
will take active government 
participation to develop and 
implement a complete network 
of child care services in the 
Yukon. 


vii) Accountability: Regular moni- 
toring and financial accounta- 
bility should be provided to 
parents and other taxpayers. 
Licensing is the best way to 
make sure these basic standards 
are met. 

viii) Non-profit vs. Profit: The best 
use must be made of public 
funds. Assistance must be seen 
to be going to the best possible 
child care. 


The Yukon government believes 
that a child care system must reflect 
these eight principles if it is to foster 
the healthy development of our chil- 
dren, meet the needs of parents and 
respect the principle of equal opportu- 
nity for women. 


b) Government-Wide Plan of 

Action 

A Government-Wide Plan of 
Action for Women is near completion, 
with a first draft being presented by 
the Women’s Directorate to a Cabinet 
Subcommittee on Women’s Issues. 

The document identifies three 
major goals for improving the status 
of Yukon women. These are: 
—increased participation in decision 

making by women; 
—improving the quality of life for 
women; and 
—achieving economic equality for 
women. 

The plan outlines specific actions 
by government departments to pro- 
mote these goals. Furthermore, it 
promotes the equality of women in 
public life, in employment, in educa- 
tion, in the economy and with their 
families. 


c) Yukon 2000 


Yukon 2000, a major government 
initiative in developing an economic 
strategy, has moved to its final phase. 
The Women’s Directorate was 
involved in reviewing the drafts of the 
final report. Yukoners recognized and 
supported four broad goals for eco- 
nomic development, which are: 

—the option to stay in the Yukon; 

—control of the future; 

—an acceptable quality of life; and 

—equality-development measures 
that will ensure an equal economic 
chance for all Yukoners, including 
those who do not currently have 
equal opportunity. 

To meet these goals, the Yukon 
government will, among other things, 
“encourage the advancement of 
women in the economy.” It further 
states that “it is time to open all areas 
of the economy to their full and fair 
participation.” 

Success in implementating the 
Yukon 2000 report will be measured 
by progress towards the four goals. 


d) The Yukon Training 
Strategy 


The Yukon government initiated 
two consultation processes, the Joint 
Commission on Indian Education and 
the Education Act Task Force, and 
developed a new College Governance 
Act in the past year. 

The government recognizes that 
education and training are an integral 
part of the Yukon’s economic plan- 
ning and development. The govern- 
ment also recognizes barriers to edu- 
cation and training faced by Yukon 
women and has initiated programs to 
improve women’s access. 


II. Equality in Education and 
Training: A Framework for 
Action 


a) Changing Attitudes 

The Women’s Directorate, in 
conjunction with the Department of 
Education, will host the second career 
fair for young women. This fair, 
Women At Work, will once again 
feature women in a wide variety of 
jobs. The main target is young 
women, but both male and female 
elementary, junior and secondary 
students as well as the general public 
are invited to attend. 

The Public Service Commission 
continues to hold employment equity 
workshops and has also consulted 
with women’s groups on the direction 
in which the Positive Employment 
Program (PEP) should proceed. With 
the assistance of the Women’s Direc- 
torate, PEP officials also met with 
women in management within govern- 
ment. 

A report on the consultations is 
now with the Minister Responsible for 
the Status of Women. The report on 
women in management looked at 
barriers to the advancement of 
women and explored policies and 
programs that would address these 
barriers. 

Departments are currently being 
consulted on how government could 
best use Television Northern Canada 
(TVNC), a new delivery system for 
television programming. One of the 
major areas identified by the 
Women’s Directorate is the develop- 
ment of public education initiatives 
aimed at changing stereotypical atti- 
tudes about women in all aspects of 
life. 


Though much is changing in the 
presentation of women in government 
print and visual materials, there is 
still a long way to go. There is, there- 
fore, a need to develop a communica- 
tions policy within the year. In con- 
junction with the Executive Council 
Office, the Directorate will pursue 
this objective. 

The new Counselling Services 
Program will have women’s groups 
represented on an advisory commit- 
tee, and a series of public education 
programs will be developed to change 
stereotypical attitudes about women’s 
roles in the labour force. 

The Department of Education 
will continue working to ensure elimi- 
nation of sex-role stereotyping in 
curriculum and resource material. 


b) Educational and Training 
Programs 


Effective counselling, in both the 
public schools and post-secondary 
institutions, has been emphasized. 
The government has established a 
storefront operation on career coun- 
selling. As well, a mobile unit will 
travel to outlying communities to 
provide counselling. 

There will also be programming 
to help college students deal with 
personal and family issues which 
affect their ability to stay in college. 


c) Access to Training 


The Student Financial Assistance 
Program is still under a review that 
takes in financial assistance for part- 
time study and for mature students. 
Also to be included in a future review 
is assistance for transportation and 
accommodation of students who must 
attend school outside their home com- 
munities. 


The government is also moving 
towards flexible training programs 
with modular packages that let stu- 
dents attend school on a part-time 
basis. 

In language training, the govern- 
ment ensures that courses are stand- 
ard components of training programs 
for immigrant and native women. For 
this year, the government has once 
again agreed to fund the Yukon Lit- 
eracy Council’s Project Wordpower. 

To meet the needs of education 
and training in remote and isolated 
communities, one ongoing program is 
the Yukon Training Opportunities 
Program. This program provides 
people the chance to obtain skills 
training as government employees. 

Training institutes have been 
established to ensure that training in 
mining and tourism is relevant and 
appropriate to industry needs. 

Community campuses are now 
established in most Yukon communi- 
ties. The Band Management and 
Municipal Administration courses, as 
well as the Community Health Repre- 
sentatives training, continue to be 
offered, with some training in White- 
horse combined with on-the-job train- 
ing in the communities. 

Registered Nurse training is 
offered in Whitehorse by an Alberta 
college. Before this program was 
created, persons wishing to regain 
their nursing licenses after being out 
of the labour force for several years 
were required to go to Edmonton for 
training. 


III. Data Collection and 
Evaluation 


A number of computer informa- 
tion systems have been put in place to 
collect data on training and education 
in the Yukon. A Yukon College 
Graduate Survey is being conducted 
annually to determine employment 
data. A Student Information System 
is in place and will provide informa- 
tion on college students by sex. Data 
are also being collected on apprentice- 
ship. 

A Follow-up Study on Academic 
Development Program participants is 
to be established this year. 


IV. Future Plans 


The goals set out in the Yukon 
2000 final report will serve to guide 
government initiatives, which include 
the promotion of equality in education 
and training for women. This 
strategy, along with the training 
strategy and the Government- Wide 
Plan of Action, will serve to promote 
equality for women. 


Labour Force Strategy for Women 
Inventory of Yukon Policies and Programs 


Recommendations 


Fostering partnerships with the pri- 
vate and voluntary sectors to advance 
women’s economic equality. 


Undertaking a co-ordinated series of 
public education initiatives designed 
to change stereotypical attitudes 
about women’s roles in the labour 
force. 


Providing counselling as part of any 
training program. 


Implementing initiatives to increase 
the number of women in apprentice- 
ship programs. 


Current Policy/Program 


Under the Yukon Training Strategy, 
industry training institutes (mining and 
tourism) are being established to 
ensure that training for these sectors is 
relevant and appropriate. The institutes 
will promote training of current and 
existing employees. 


The Career Services Program will 
provide store-front counselling services 
in Whitehorse and a mobile unit for 
rural communities. 


A Native Student Support Group con- 
sisting of native students and faculty 
has been established at Yukon College. 


In addition to counselling services 
offered in Whitehorse, Yukon College 
provides an Extension Services Coun- 
sellor who visits rural campuses to 
advise students on academic and per- 
sonal matters. 


A joint Canada- Yukon Apprenticeship 
Study has been completed. Women 
participated in the study’s steering 
committee. Recommendations were: to 
continue and enhance educational and 
marketing initiatives designed to 
inform members of designated groups 
seeking entrance into apprenticeship; to 
place high priority on career counsel- 
ling; to provide additional incentive 
funding from outside the apprentice- 
ship program to assist participation of 
individuals from designated groups; 
and to monitor results of special meas- 
ures. 


Status 


Training institutes have been estab- 
lished. 


The Career Services Program is now 
being established. One task will be to 
provide awareness. Representatives of 
women’s groups will sit on an advisory 
committee for this Program. 


Objectives of the Program will be to 
provide individual counselling as well 
as support to the personnel of other 
agencies involved in career counselling. 


The intent is to provide a support net- 
work as well as to identify ways of 
making the college environment more 
supportive to native students. 


The new Yukon College facility con- 
tains an enhanced counselling resources 
centre, material from which will be 
available to students attending classes 
in Whitehorse and other communities. 


Initiatives which may identify means of 
increasing the number of women enter- 
ing and completing apprenticeships are 
being examined. 


Recommendations 


Increasing the number of women in 
training programs for non-traditional 
jobs through an aggressive marketing 
and information campaign aimed at 
new candidates. 


Ensuring that training program 
materials and resources reflect the 
cultural backgrounds and economic 
circumstances of women. 


Establishing more flexible training 
programs and modular packages, and 
accommodating part-time workers 
attempting to upgrade their skills. 


Ensuring language courses are stand- 
ard components of training programs 
for immigrant and native women. 


Current Policy/Program 


The Students’ Financial Assistance 
Act is under review. Aspects under 
study include part-time study and 
assistance to mature students. 


To address the lack of training capacity 
within the private sector for some occu- 
pations in rural communities and the 
inability of many adults to leave the 
labour force to follow training pro- 
grams, the Yukon Training Opportuni- 
ties Program has been established. It 
will give people the chance to obtain 
skill training as government employees. 


Many of the programs at Yukon Col- 
lege have been modularized so students 
can attend on a part-time basis. 


Academic Development is now avail- 
able on a year-round basis to help those 
without basic skills prepare for pre- 
employment programs. 


English as a Second Language is 
offered part-time. 


A basic literacy class is offered at the 
Yukon College, as well as Academic 
Development to the college preparatory 
level. 


The Department of Education has 
earmarked $114,000 to fund the Yukon 
Literacy Council’s Project Wordpower 
in 1988-89. 


A literacy pilot project has been estab- 
lished, jointly funded by the Depart- 
ment of Education and the federal 
Secretary of State, to provide special 
in-service training in teaching English 
as a second language. 


Status 


The Career Services Program will be 
disseminating information to young 
women in the Yukon regarding a wide 
range of occupations. 


The Yukon Training Opportunity Pro- 
gram was initiated in April 1988. The 
two participants to date are native 
women who live in rural communities 
and are training in surveying. 


Social Service Worker and Indian 
Management training programs pro- 
vide for both training on the job and 
classroom training in the home commu- 
nity. 


Under way. 


Under way. 


Under way. 


Recommendations 


Undertaking initiatives to overcome 
difficulties immigrant women face in 
getting recognition of foreign creden- 
tials. 


Marketing of training programs for 
women, with special emphasis on 
reaching women in rural and isolated 
areas, and in a manner sensitive to 
different cultures and languages. 


Providing, where necessary, pre-train- 
ing or bridging programs, particularly 
in literacy, numeracy and pre-employ- 
ment skills, so women have access to 
regular training programs. 


Maintaining statistics on training 
activities to let governments monitor 
women’s participation. 


Current Policy/Program 


Community campuses have been estab- 


lished in nearly all Yukon communi- 
ties. 


Community Health Representatives 
training has been provided to band 
employees in conjunction with 
Advanced Education, Yukon College, 
Health and Welfare Canada and 


Employment and Immigration Canada. 


This training consisted of modules held 
in Whitehorse with most training on 
the job in rural communities. 


RN Refresher training is offered in 
Whitehorse in conjunction with Grant 
MacEwan College and the Whitehorse 
General Hospital. Before this course 
was offered in Whitehorse, those who 
wished to regain their licences after 
being out of the labour force had to go 
to Edmonton for the program. 


Yukon College will be offering a full- 
time Early Childhood Development 
Program and child care services. 


Academic Development is offered in 
Whitehorse and outlying communities. 
Skill Option (short placements in skill 
courses or the workplace) provides 
orientation to a variety of occupations. 


A Yukon College Graduate Survey is 
conducted annually to determine 
employment success. 


The intent is to analyze student finan- 
cial assistance for 1987-88 (data are 
being computerized). 


A student information system is being 
established at Yukon College. 


Apprenticeship data are computerized. 


Status 


Community campus committees will 
receive funds to address locally identi- 
fied course needs. 


A nursing assistant bridging program 
provided content that reflected cultural 
and rural perspective. 


Tentative starting date is January 
1989. 


A bridging program has been offered to 
native CNAs who wished to enter an 
RN program. It tailored upgrading to 
specific program and participant needs. 


All 1987-88 Advanced Education Pro- 
gram participants will be surveyed for 
employment data. 


Project began in July 1988. 


Recommendations 


Evaluating all bridging or preparatory 
programs to assess their role in the 
training strategy. 


Reviewing admission criteria for 
training courses with low female par- 
ticipation. 


Reviewing collected data to ensure 
that equality in education and train- 
ing measures bring about lasting 
change in the economic situation of 
women. 


Current Policy/Program 


Yukon College conducts an ongoing 
program evaluation. 


Preparations are being made to estab- 
lish a follow-up study on participants in 
the Academic Development Program. 


All Yukon College admission criteria 
are currently being reviewed to identify 
and remedy unnecessary barriers. 


Analysis of data on the basis of gender 
has recently begun. The Yukon College 
Graduate Survey is one of the first 
documents produced by Advanced 
Education to review women’s employ- 
ment success following participation in 
training programs. 


Status 


Phase | (demographic data collection) 
has been completed; phase 2 (labour 
force activity) was completed in the fall 
of 1988. 


Results of the 1987 were Graduate 
Survey available in August 1988. 
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